
From Mrs Irwin—  It has been such an incredibly busy time since 

the last newsletter and I can’t believe that we break up before the final 
half term next Friday! Our Year 6 children should be extremely proud of 
how they approached their SATs last week—they were superstars! Mrs 
Rolling and I were so impressed with their positive and enthusiastic 
approaches and their determination to do their very best! The Year 5 and 
6 children also had a fabulous residential visit to Robinwood straight after 
SATs and the feedback from the staff there about our children being 
exceptional in their behaviour was wonderful to hear. They are a real 
credit to their families! Huge thanks to Mrs Rolling, Mr Walker and Mrs 
Darigala for taking the children to Robinwood over a weekend and for 
ensuring that they all had the most amazingly wonderful and memorable 
time! Wishing everyone a very enjoyable and hopefully sunny weekend!  

WE LOVE LEARNING (Class teacher news)— Class 1—Class 1 

have enjoyed listening to the story of Jack and the Beanstalk this week 
and have written some super speech bubbles for the different 
characters.  We'd like to say a big thank you to Mrs Gratton Rayson for 
working with us in the school garden.  The children really enjoyed planting 
Nigella and Marigold seeds and we can already see some shoots 
appearing.  It's also been lovely to watch our beans grow and some of 
them now have large shoots.  The children have taken great care to create 
some wonderful paintings inspired by the work of Georgia O'Keeffe.  They 
made close observations of the flowers they were painting.  In 
Mathematics, the Reception children have used a range of resources to 
solve practical addition problems and the Year 1 children have been using 
their knowledge of number bonds to help them solve subtraction 
problems; Class 2–  Class 2 have been extremely busy creating a range of 
decorations for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee.  They have even written 
congratulation cards for the lady herself!  Glittery crowns, coloured 
Corgies and painted bunting are some examples to name but a few!  Class 
2 have also been intrepid investigators looking for clues in a variety of 
written texts.  The children have planned and designed their own 
Shopping Centre, thinking about how they would build it, what shops they 
may have and who would like visit.  On Wednesday Class 2 had a lovely 
afternoon with Mrs Tomlinson celebrating her  special birthday - great fun 

was had by all!; ; Class 3— Class 3 have been very busy learning all about 

the properties of 3D shapes. We have made them in lots of different ways 
to help us to visualise their faces, corners and vertices. In literacy, we have 
started a story called 'The Tin Forest' and we have written descriptions of 
the start of the book and the tin forest that a man creates. The rest of the 
story is still a mystery and we will discover what follows next week! In 
computing the children have planned their own power points which they 

will create and present next week. ; Class 4– Children in Class 4 have been 

working very hard through the weeks, with some of the year 5's working 
really hard at the weekend too during their visit to Robinwood.  Well done 
everyone who took part at the outdoor adventure centre - you were a 
credit to yourselves, our school and your families! In maths, we have 
continued to solve problems involving money , not to mention practising 
and practising our times tables!  We are just beginning our visit to the 
topic of ‘time’ so please take every opportunity to tell the time at home 
and also work out how long particular household activities take.  We've 
learned about the 'Home Front and ' Battle of Britain' in our World War 2 
topic and looked at vibrations and pitch in our science work about 
sound.  This Friday we are making Spitfire aeroplanes with HEPP DT and 
we can't wait to get cracking! Next week, we hope to use papier mache in 
our art work and need lots and lots of newspaper.  Any help you can give 
by sending any old papers in would be much appreciated! Many thanks! 

continued ….Class 5—  This week, Class 5 have been busy writing and 
editing their fabulous monologues written from the perspective of an 
evacuee during WWII. Alongside this, in history lessons the children have 
been learning about rationing, and baking delicious tea loaf (a popular 
wartime recipe made without butter!). Class 5 have also been finding out 
about the roles of women during the war, and researching the important 
jobs they undertook.  In addition, the children have been learning about 
the Holocaust. During art with Mrs Irwin, everyone completed their 
impressive Blitz images using chalk and collage, as well as their stunning 
WW2 aircraft. Finally, in Spanish, the children have been enjoying 
responding to classroom instructions and action verbs! A busy week for 
Class 5! 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT  - Parents and staff are so 

incredibly  proud of all of our children who are in the spotlight. 

Huge Oxspring ‘Shout outs’ this week go to…    

Buddy—who  has started playing for Denby Dale Cricket 

Club, and recently played his first match which they won. 

Buddy got someone out with a wicket whilst bowling and 

impressed the coaches so much they have asked him to 

play U11s again! Normally he is in U9s so a great 

achievement for him, especially as  it was his first time 

playing with a corky! Your family and all the staff are super 

impressed with your news Buddy—well done you!  

Rose— who is one of the lead dancers at the 

upcoming Betty Chappelle Dance Centre’s ‘Let’s 
Dance’ show to be held at the Penistone 
Paramount!  Rose is so excited about the show 
and understandably her family are so very proud 
of her! So is everyone at Oxspring! You really are 
a star Rose! We are also sending all our very best 
wishes to all the other children involved in this show from Oxspring!  

OXSPRING READS AND NATIONAL SHARE A 

STORY MONTH— As part of National Share a Story month, we 

are continuing to raise the profile of reading for pleasure around school. 

We held another very successful ‘Oxspring reads’ event in the Hall, with 

the older children and younger 

children buddying up to share 

stories. It was lovely to see so many 

older siblings choosing to read with 

their younger brothers and sisters! 

The staff have been reading some of their favourite stories in assemblies 

and then some children have chosen to read their 

favourite stories to their whole class in the style of a 

teacher! We also held another absolutely magical 

‘Stories, supper and snuggles’ event for the children 

in Reception, Year 1 and 2 , with the staff reading 

some of their favourite bedtime stories. Next week, it 

will be the turn of our Year 3,4,5 and 6 children who 

are invited to attend a ‘Poems, PJS and Pizza’ event in the Hall on 

Monday from 5pm to 6pm! Lots of special reading memories made!  
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ATTENDANCE——  Class attendance for last week is as follows: Class 1 - 90.9%, Class 2—100%; Class 3—98.7%; 

Class 4—98.6%; Class 5—100%. Well done and thank you to Class 2 & 5 for the best attendance. Overall school 

attendance for last week was 97.9%. Remember every day counts. 

SPORTS AWARDS—  Mr Stratford’s Sports Awards go to … Class 1: Ada—For  

being a very enthusiastic team player; Class 2: Charlie—For his superb attitude at swimming and giving his all! 

Class 3: Lucas Bi —For superb progress! Class 4: Francesca– For  trying her best and giving everything a go! Class 5:  

Elijah—For being an excellent leader and setting a great example! EXCELLENT LEARNERS  Meet our 

latest excellent learners who should be very proud of their achievements: Class 1:  Olivia —For taking great care to 

produce a beautiful painting of a flower ; Annie— For trying so hard with her writing about how to plant a bean;  

Class 2: Jesse—For  excellent effort and attitude in maths! ; Sonny– For  fantastic work in his reading and phonics;  

Class 3:  Elayna —For amazing maths learning when describing the properties of 3D shapes!; Evie—For  an 

excellent description to the start of the story of the Tin Forest; Class 4: Buddy— For working well with a partner 

and persevering in maths; Elise—For super verbal contributions in class ; Class 5:   Joseph—For fabulous enthusiasm in history and geography ;  

Freya—For excellent learning in all areas! 

PLATINUM JUBILEE—We are delighted that will be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in school next Friday 27th May. The 

children are invited to come to school dressed in red, white and / or blue and we will hold a range of events and games throughout the day. The 

kitchen staff are also providing a special Jubilee party lunch for all children and staff to attend. We will send out the menu on Monday.   

SCHOOL BUN DAY— We would also like to hold another whole school bun day next Thursday 26th May and any left over buns can be 

used for our Jubilee party on the Friday . So, if you have the time to bake (or buy) any buns for next week, please can you bring them in to the 

children’s classes on the morning of Thursday 26th May. The children can then buy a bun for 20p at playtime. Money raised will go towards school 

fund. As normal please ensure that all buns are nut & sesame seed free. 

PTA News—Just a quick reminder of some upcoming dates for your diaries from us this week:  

• Tuesday 24th May  - plant sale after school in the playground at 3.30pm 

• Wednesday 25th  May : Coffee morning in the hall straight after school drop off to 10am 

• Thursday 26th May see's the return of the very popular school disco - 6pm for children needing a quieter start - parents to stay with 
children until 6.30 when other children will arrive.  Thank you so much to the parents who have volunteered to support during this event, it 
is very much appreciated. The cost is £2.50 which should be brought to the disco on the evening. 

• Saturday 4th June - Queen's Jubilee Celebration on the fields beside the Waggon and Horses in Oxspring.  We desperately need some 
parent volunteers for this please.  Even if you could just offer an hour all help will be gratefully received.  We are running some stalls such as 
a tombola and having some races. All money raised by our stalls goes to the PTA.   

• Friday 8th July - the one we've been waiting for - The Duck Race!  Again we desperately need volunteers to make this a success  please- 
daytime help to set up, help with a stall, or help with the clear up!  Anything you can offer would be massively appreciated. Thanks so much 
to those who have already volunteered their time.  Also a request with regards to the Duck Race, please does anyone own/have access to a 
generator we could borrow for the evening, this needs to be 6.5kva or larger.  We are hoping to have a large bouncy castle slide for the 
children.   

Dates for your diary (see also PTA dates above): 

 Monday 23rd  May—Poems, PJs and Pizza night for Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 in the Hall from 5pm to 6pm. Please drop off at Class 4 door. 

 Tuesday 24th May—Tempest are in school for Class photos.  

 Thursday 26th May—whole school bun day. 20p for buns please and all bun donations very gratefully received. 

 Thursday 26th May—PTA School disco (6.30pm to 8pm). Younger children can arrive with their parents from 6pm for a quieter start before 

the disco starts at 6.30pm. Alternatively, parents can drop off at the main reception door at 6.30pm and collect at 8pm. 

 Friday 27th May—Jubilee Day. Wear red, white and / or blue. Also Hepp DT for Class 5 (am) 

 Friday 27th May—Half term starts and school reopens on Monday 6th June 2022. 

Have a wonderful weekend from all staff, children and governors at Oxspring!  
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