
From Mrs Irwin—  The summer term is now well under way and 

the children should be extremely proud of their approach to learning, as 
you will see from the class news  below. I am extremely proud of all of our 
pupils, but wanted to give a special ‘shout out’ to our Year 6 children who 
start their Key Stage 2 SATs next week. They are so extremely motivated, 
driven and determined in all that they do and work with such positivity 
and enthusiasm. On behalf of all the staff team, we would like to wish 
them the very best  for next week! There is lots going on in and around 
school and we have been delighted that our after school clubs have been 
able to start again. We are also enjoying celebrating National Share a 
Story Month and have a range of reading events planned. Wishing you all 
a very enjoyable and hopefully sunny weekend. Take care. 

WE LOVE LEARNING (Class teacher news)— Class 1—Class 1 

have been enjoying our new topic 'In the garden'.  They have been on a 
scavenger hunt around the school grounds looking for different kinds of 
leaves, flowers and stems on the plants.  The children have also 
designed  some very inventive treehouses - some had slides, ball pools 
and even paddling pools! This week we have been reading Jasper's 
Beanstalk and the children have been working in groups to write their 
own version of the story.  We have also been planting beans in clear 
plastic bags so we can watch as the seed germinates and grows.  In 
mathematics the reception children have been playing games to practise 
reading numbers to 20 and match them to the correct amounts.  The Year 
1 children have been solving addition problems by counting on and 

counting in twos.  They have all worked really hard; well done Class One! ; 
Class 2– In Class 2, we have had a very busy couple of weeks.  We have 
investigated pictograms and different ways of counting in Maths, as well 
as learning how to tell the time on an analogue clock.  As a class, we have 
worked as detectives finding answers to questions in different kinds of 
texts.  In addition, we have learned how to use both question marks and 
exclamation marks.  We have explored how different families are and 
thought about why they are all important to us.  We have also talked 
about what makes a good friend and suggested ways we could be kind to 

each other.; Class 3—What a fabulous start to the summer term Class 3! 

Our new topic is well underway and we now know where the Saxons 
came from and some of the reasons why they came to Britain. We have 
also studied different evidence to get a better understanding of what their 
boats looked like. In computing, Class 3 have been super busy learning 
powerpoint skills and have worked so well with a partner to start a 
presentation on the History of Britain. In literacy, we have designed robot 
dogs and lots of other animals which we are writing about. Some fantastic 
imaginative ideas! Class 3 have also been amazing mathematicians this 
week as we have covered lots of different aspects of our maths 
learning. You are superstars Class 3! Class 4– The summer term is 
here...so we are in the final term of the school year - how did that 
happen?! Everyone has come back from the Easter break ready to 
continue our learning.  We have made a great start to our World War 2 
topic and the children are very interested to learn about how it began and 
who was involved.  We are enjoying our class book 'Friend or Foe' by 
Michael Morpurgo which  is set during the war (our main characters David 
and Tucky have just been evacuated to the countryside for their safety!). 
We are just completing our study of decimals in maths before we use that 
knowledge to help us to work with money.  We are also trying to access 
TT Rockstars every day to secure out times tables knowledge, so please 
add to this at home whenever you can!  We are currently planning our 
independent writing where we are creating a story about characters who 
go in search of a rare animal.  I'm looking forward to reading them and 
seeing how our writing is progressing! 

continued ….Class 5— In class 5, Year 6 children have been working 
really hard in readiness for next week’s for SATs. Year 5 have 
begun a new Maths topic and have been learning about units of 
measure, including practical weighing and estimating. In PSHE 
we have been thinking about personal qualities and what makes 

us all special as individuals. Our history topic is WWII, encompassing 
learning about the outbreak of the war and identifying countries on a 
World map. Linked to this, the children have been writing fabulous 
emotive monologues from the perspective of evacuees and their host 
families.  

IN THE SPOTLIGHT  - Parents and staff are so incredibly  

proud of all of our children who are in the spotlight. Huge Oxspring 

‘Shout outs’ this week go to…   Hettie —who  is working 

really hard in gymnastics and has received her first 

badge.  That is super news Hettie—very well done! Your 

family are so proud of you and we are too! 

Harry and Charlie —who have also 

made their families very proud. Both boys Harry and  the 
rest of their team have recently won their league cup final 
for Penistone Whites U8’s.  That is brilliant news to share 
and we are all extremely proud to hear of your 

achievements! ; Freya— who has passed 

her grade 7 swim stage and, after trialling, has been 
accepted to train with Stocksbridge Pentaqua 
Development Squad. Wow Freya—that is simply fantastic 
news which we are delighted to share. Everyone is 
incredibly proud of you!  

Phoebe and Lilah— who have both received ‘Parents’ Player of the 

Year’ at the end of their first season 
with Penistone Church FC U9’s. For 
Lilah, over the course of the season, 
she also won 3 ‘Girl of the Game’ 
medals, and then received this joint 
‘Parents Player’ award. Another 
award for Lilah and Phoebe was the 
team participation that all players 
received. Both families and everyone 
at school are super proud of your efforts! Very well done girls!  

OXSPRING MINDS— As part of our profile on 

enhancing our children’s mental health and 

wellbeing, our Oxspring Minds’ focus this month is 

on ‘being active’. We greatly enjoyed celebrating 

International Dance Day last week, when Mr (DJ) 

Stratford led a whole school outdoor dance 

session on the playground! It was lovely to see all the 

smiles and 

laughter 

whilst the 

children (and 

staff!) danced, 

and danced 

and danced!  
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ATTENDANCE——  Class attendance for last week is as follows: Class 1 - 96%, Class 2—97.7%; Class 3—

95.7%; Class 4—98.9%; Class 5—95.9%. Well done and thank you to Class 4 for the best attendance. Overall school 

attendance for last week was 96.9%. Remember every day counts.  

SPORTS AWARDS—  Mr Stratford’s Sports Awards go to … Class 1: Violet—For  fantastic 

growth in confidence; Class 2: Archie—super energy and enthusiasm ! Class 3: James —For 

excellent effort and  asking good questions  to help him to keep improving !; Class 4: Florence– 

For superb growth in confidence; Class 5:  Dylan—For always smiling in lessons and showing 

great determination.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  Meet our latest excellent learners who should be very 

proud of their achievements: Class 1:  Cara—For her wonderful writing about her treehouse; 

Emmie— For trying so hard to use her phonics in her writing; Class 2: : Arthur—For always 

contributing to class discussions  ! ; Ethan– For fabulous effort in his maths learning ;  Class 3:  

Oscar —For such a positive attitude towards all his learning !; Alfie—For such superb effort in all 

aspects of his reading. Fantastic progress! ; Class 4: Harley— For all round effort, enthusiasm and 

contributions in all aspects of learning; Francesca —For super improvements and effort in 

reading ; Class 5:   Violet—For excellent effort in all maths lessons;  Jenson—For superb writing 

using emotive language. 

MUSIC AWARDS— Massive congratulations to Aaron and Freya (Class 5) who have achieved a merit award in their 

recent acoustic guitar exams. Mr Childs wanted to express how very proud he is of you both for your hard work, dedication 

and commitment in your lessons. Very well done! 

 

NATIONAL SHARE A STORY MONTH— We have started to celebrate National Share A Story 

month, so please do ask your child / ren about it. This week, we have considered why storytelling and sharing stories is 

so important to us, as well as thinking about which of our values we use and apply when sharing stories together.  We 

are very keen to develop more opportunities for  people within our community to share stories with our children, so If 

you have any spare time and would like to come in and read a story to your child’s class, we would love to welcome you into school. Please do get in 

touch!  

PTA News—PTA PLANT SALE 

The PTA are holding a plant sale in the school playground after school on Tuesday 24th May.  These have been kindly grown and donated by Ted 
and Olive’s (Classes 4 and 2) grandma, Sandra. Please pop by and browse the selection which will include Loosestrife, Geraniums, London Pride, 
Cornflowers, Aquilegia, Sempervivum plus many more.  All proceeds go directly to the PTA! Please see the Facebook group for upcoming posts and 
photos and the chance to reserve plants (before the general sale) to be collected from school. These have all sold out in the past so don’t miss out! 
Many thanks for your support. Happy weekend form the PTA. 

Dates for your diary: 

 Monday 9th May—Year 6 SATs week. Complimentary breakfast club for all Year 6 pupils from 8am available. 

 Tuesday 10th May—Year 4 Multiplication Check workshop at 5pm in Class 3 

 Friday 13th May—Year 5 and 6  residential visit to Robinwood. Return Sunday 15th May 

 Monday  16th May—Supper and Snuggles for Reception, Year 1 and 2—5-6pm in the Hall. Please drop off and collect via the Class 4 door. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend from all staff, children and governors at Oxspring!  
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