
From Mrs Irwin— I am delighted to be back writing this week’s 

newsletter and to celebrate the wonderful learning going on around 
school. The children are working so incredibly hard and it really is lovely to 
see the progress being made in all areas. As we move towards the start of 
spring, with the reduction in restrictions, the staff and I are really looking 
forward to welcoming parents and families back into school over the rest 
of the year. For some parents / carers, this will indeed be a first real 
opportunity to come into school and see what is 
‘normal’.  For others, it will be a return to what they 
know and love. Our plans will include a range of ‘start 
the day with… events’, parents’ meetings, workshops 
and a renewed focus on reading, Oxspring Minds and 
wellbeing. Alongside this, we can’t wait to bring our 
school community back together again with PTA, school 
garden and village events, as well as further opportunities to fundraise. 
Lots to look forward to! Please see all 3 pages of this newsletter. Wishing 
everyone a restful and enjoyable weekend. Take care. 

WE LOVE LEARNING (Class teacher news)— Class 1— Class  1 

have enjoyed finding out about animals that live in the African 
savannah.  They have written facts about giraffes and zebras and enjoyed 
spotting different African animals through role play.  They have been 
listening to different animal poems and have played fun games to explore 
rhyming words.  The children have been comparing the length of different 
objects, including finding things that are longer and shorter than their 
foot.  They have been inspired by Henri Rousseau's paintings to create 
some lovely jungle pictures. ; Class 2– This week, Class 2 have had an 
exciting time designing maps which will be used as a track for a robotic 
bee-bot! We will then use our expert knowledge and skills for 
programming!  In Maths we have designed arrays and looked at doubling 
numbers to 20 and some children have been exploring the two times 
tables.  In Literacy, we have finished exploring Grandad's Island and are 
ready to write our own adventure story next week.  Such superstar 

learners in Class 2—we are very proud of you!  ; Class 3— Class 3 have 

started exploring our next genre in literacy and are 
planning to write information pages all about pirates! 
We are going to use this learning to 
help us with our Roman topic too.  In 
our art this week, the children have 
worked really hard to make printing 
blocks with string and used rollers to 

creates prints. It was quite tricky but the results were 
fantastic! The children have really enjoyed their science 
learning as we have been looking at making cars move 
and objects levitate using magnets! We had a fantastic trip out to Murton 
Park where the children became Roman soldiers for the day!  A much 
awaited school trip out and it was an absolute pleasure to take Class 3! ; 
Class 4–  Class 4 have loved  writing an explanation about the process of 
digestion!  We are learning about fractions in maths, including 
equivalence, counting and adding / subtracting them.  Everyone has really 
been enjoying our printing work in art as we have moved from repeating 
patterns blocks to half-drop, full drop and random designs. We are still 
looking at the ancient kingdom of Benin in our history topic by looking at 
the differences in how European and African cultures pass on their 
traditions to different generations.  It's been helped by our guided reading 
class text 'Children of the Benin Kingdom' by Dinah Orji. Thanks to 
everyone who has sent in photographs and videos of 'out of school' 
activities the children engage in.  We love seeing and talking about them 
on our interactive whiteboard.  Please keep sending them!;   

We love Learning …..Class 5— Class 5 are absolutely engrossed in 

their learning about Ancient Greece. Their current writing focus has been 

linked to an alternative approach to the story of Theseus and the 

Minotaur. With headlines such as ‘A Greek Tragedy’, the children are 

writing a newspaper reporting (incorporating the subjunctive mood) to 

highlight the fact that the Minotaur has been killed and everyone is truly 

devastated!   The maths learning has been focused on exploring fractions 

and decimals, linked to tenths, hundredths and thousandths, and how 

pictorial representations can be used effectively  to support knowledge, 

understanding and problem solving.  

IN THE SPOTLIGHT  - Introducing the children who have lots 

of wonderful things to celebrate this week. All the parents 

and staff are so incredibly  proud of you 

all! Huge Oxspring ‘Shout outs’ this week 

go to…  

Harley—who has achieved a distinction in her 

Primary Tap exam recently. Absolutely fantastic news 

Harley! Very well done to you!  

Ailbe—who has triple celebrations to 

share as he was awarded his yellow stripe 

in Taekwondo. has received his first 

swimming badge, and has also recently 

been invested into Beavers! Wow Ailbe 

that is simply superstar news! Well done 

you!  

Noah— has been reaching new 

heights in his climbing! He has a real 

confidence in his hobby as you can see from 

the photos! Wow Noah! We are so very proud  

of you! 

Theo— is currently 

training with the Angel Voices Performing Arts 

Academy, and has recently participated in two charity 

concerts with them.  The group at their most recent 

concerts raised £641 for All Saints Church in Darton 

and the Lucas Fleetwood Memorial Garden, and £271 

for St Johns Church in Penistone. Incredible news 

Theo! What a star with such a beautiful voice!   

Evelyn—has recently been placed 

1st in her Classical ballet competition. She has been 

doing so incredibly well— she has placed in both her 

modern dance and her ballet dance at every 

competition she has done. Now that she achieved  1st 

for the ballet, she moves out of the novice section and 

into open competition! What a superstar Evelyn. Well 

done you!  

11 February 2022 www.oxspringprimary.co.uk  Issued every fortnight: Spring term (first half)  

Embracing Learning – a school for all 



PTA 

NEWS—

Please see the flyer 

for our planned 

social event on 30th 

April. Further 

details will follow. 

Best wishes from 

The PTA. 
 

READING— A key priority of development work over the next term and a half will be a renewed focus on 

reading and enhancing opportunities both at school and at home. We plan to review our approaches to home-

school reading, including the use of reading logs. We also aim to enhance our channels of communication with 

families regarding our approaches to reading and other areas of our curriculum development work. In order to 

help add capacity for listening to children read at school, we plan to enlist the help and support of our very own ‘reading buddy’ volunteers. Watch 

this space for further details if you are interested and might have some time to help out. 

ATTENDANCE——  Class attendance for last week is as follows: Class 1 - 97.6%, Class 2—96.5%; Class 

3—96.4%; Class 4—97.8%; Class 5—98.6%. Well done and thank you to Class 5 for the best attendance. Overall 

school attendance for last week was 97.4%. Remember every day counts. 

SPORTS AWARDS—  Mr Stratford’s Sports Awards go to … Class 

1: Annie—For being a joy to teach ; Class 2: Olive—For outstanding 

effort ! Class 3: Isaac —For  giving his all in dance!; Class 4: Theo—For 

always trying his best and for a great attitude  ; Class 5: Elise—For being 

a pleasure to teach and a superb team player! 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  Meet our  latest excellent 

learners  who should be very proud of their achievements: Class 1:  

Olivia—For  amazing independent work ; Violet— For super rhyming 

work; Class 2: : Emmy—For beautiful writing !  Hettie—For  excellent 

maths work! Class 3:  Sophie D —For  an amazing story based on ‘The 

Magic Paintbrush’!; Ala—For her super enthusiasm towards learning ; 

Class 4: Molly— For excellent effort in her printing work ; Phoebe—For  

superb fluent reading; Class 5:   Elijah—For  excellent enthusiasm in 

maths; Will—For  outstanding attitude to learning in every subject! 

 

Please see overleaf for an exciting Oxspring Village event coming up in June to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee…. 
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VALENTINE’S DAY— As next Monday is Valentine’s Day, we would like to invite the children to 

’dress down’ and come to school wearing ’non uniform’. As it is Valentine’s, red, heart themed or brightly 

coloured clothes can be worn.  If children have PE on Monday, they can wear ’non school’ PE clothes or bring 

clothes to get changed into. A voluntary donation of £1 per family is welcomed which will go toward school fund. 

We are also delighted that our cook Mrs Langridge has planned a special Valentine’s Day menu for school lunch 

too (menu has been sent out to families). 

Dates for your diary—  

 Monday 14th February—Dress down for Valentine’s Day 

 We close for half term after school on Friday 18th February . Reminder that Monday 28th February is INSET day so school 

opens again on Tuesday 1st March 

 We will celebrate World Book Day on Friday 4th March. The children can come to school dressed as their favourite book 

character, or wear non uniform and bring along their favourite book. 

 Spring term parents’ meetings will take place week beginning 21st March—details will follow after half term.  

 

Have a lovely weekend from all staff, children and governors at Oxspring!  
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