
Welcome back 

Welcome back to the second half term of spring! As I am writing this, we have blue skies and the sun is out, so I hope 

that is a sign of the great things to come over the coming weeks. The learning last half term on Ancient Greece has 

been superb and all of the class, myself included, have enjoyed the topic and so much  that we will extend the 

learning into this half term. We have delved deeper into some aspects than I had originally planned leaving some key 

aspects still to cover including the legacy of the Ancient Greeks on modern society. For the year 6 children, we are 

on the countdown to SATs and there will be elements of specific preparation for those, but, on the whole, teaching 

will continue as much as possible to include a broad and balanced curriculum. I will be sending out the date for a SATs 

information event in the coming days just to inform parents and carers of the format and how to best support your 

child- particularly useful for parents who have not had an older child go through the end of KS2 assessment process. 

As always, please contact myself or Mrs Bower with any questions or concerns. 

Mrs Rolling and Mrs Bower                               

h.rolling@oxspringprimary.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New topic Geography -Energy and the Environment 

As geographers we will: 

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 

activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water in 

the context of: 

 what settlers need 

 electricity generation and distribution. 

 renewable and non-renewable energy sources. 

 food miles. 

 conserving food, water and energy supplies. 

 comparing resource supplies in the UK and abroad 

Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and 

physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time in the context of: 

 UK power stations. 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied in the 

context of: 

 food miles 

Literacy 

In class 5, we will continue using the ‘Jane Considine’ approach to writing to develop the key areas of writing: 

Transcription- to present neatly, spell correctly and punctuate accurately 

Composition –to write with purpose, use imaginative description, organise writing and use sentences appropriately 

Analysis and presentation – To review and edit writing and to present writing for a wider audience 

To develop and improve these elements of writing we will: 

• Write a character description 

• Write a setting description 

The skills of writing will also be developed through our wider curriculum areas such as topic, science and RE 

We will also continue to develop our understanding and application of grammar and punctuation through our daily 

morning activities and in writing lessons. 
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Numeracy – Morning learning 

The morning learning, which children can access from 8:30am, continues to show a significant impact on children’s 

development both in maths and SPAG. Children who are able to access the earlier 8:30am start, will complete their 

morning learning activities and then use the spelling shed and TT Rockstars applications. I continue to appreciate the 

children being in class at 8:45am so they can make the most of this valuable learning time where concepts from previous 

weeks/ moths can be revisited. 

Numeracy – Objectives 

Week 1-2 

 Exploring percentages 

 Finding equivalent fractions, percentages  

 and decimals 

 Finding percentages of quantities 

Week 3-4 

 Y5 adding and subtracting with decimals 

 Working with decimals in problem solving 

 Y6 calculating ratios 

 Using scale factors to solve problems 

Week 5-6 

 Calculating perimeter using rectilinear shapes 

 Calculating area of rectilinear shapes 

 Calculating perimeter of compound rectilinear shapes 

 Calculating area of compound rectilinear shapes 

 Calculating perimeter and area of rectangles 

 Calculating volume 

 

Reading 

Reading will be delivered via a whole class guided reading approach using the class text as a comprehension activity 

twice weekly and three linked texts from a range of genres will be used 3x weekly. Where children need additional 

support with reading (decoding or comprehension) they will also receive 1:1 reading session. All children have been issued 

with a new book (or have brought an age appropriate novel from home). I cannot stress enough the importance of 

encouraging reading at home and discussing the book in terms of context and vocabulary regularly at home. Children 

should have their book in school at all times as time will be set aside for quiet individual reading during the day. The 

children have also been given a new reading log for them, parents, carers or older siblings to record in to keep a track of 

reading sessions. 

Our text for this half term will be Floodland by Marcus Sedgewick to link with our geography topic on the environment. 

The difference regular reading makes to a child’s education is phenomenal as it builds their vocabulary and extends 

their understanding of the wider-world. I am an avid reader of children’s novels and I will recommend books which I feel 

will particularly suit individual children. Three new novels have arrived for this half term and we will continue to add 

more to our class library over the half term. 

Spellings 

We will continue using the 10 spellings per week using spelling shed. Children will be tested on previous spellings and 

issued with new spellings on Monday. Spellings will be sent home in the blue spelling book and can be accessed via spelling 

shed where children can practise the weekly spellings. During the week, spellings will be written in a spelling journal 

where they will complete activities to study the spelling rules associated and the etymology and use this to find words 

with the same root. We will also revisit an area of spelling identified through assessments where we have common 

misconceptions in the class. 

Maths home learning 

The following activities have been set on 

Deepening understanding and should be 

completed weekly 

 

Week 1 

Y5 Percentages                  Y6 percentages 

Week 2 

Y5 Fraction (revision)       Y6 Percentages 

Week 3 

Y5 Decimal + -                    Y6 Ratio 

Week 4 

Y5 Decimal calculations     Y6 Ratio  

Week 5 

Y5 Y6 Area and perimeter 

Week 6 

Y5 Y6 Area and perimeter 

 

 

 

Computing 

This half term we will continue to develop our computing coding skills using Scratch with Dr Fox. The games which the children created 

last half term were superb and showed an incredible increase in pupils’ skills and knowledge. This is due to the expert teaching from Dr 

Fox and we can’t thank him and the University of Lincoln enough for providing our children with such opportunities and expertise.  

 



Art- Collage 

To use inspiration from our recycling topic 

• Develop and imaginatively extend ideas from starting points throughout the curriculum. 

• Collect information, sketches and resources and present ideas imaginatively in a sketch book. 

• Use the qualities of materials to enhance ideas. 

• Spot the potential in unexpected results as work progresses. 

• Comment on artworks with a fluent grasp of visual language 

• Show life-like qualities and real-life proportions or, if more abstract, provoke different interpretations. 

• Mix textures (rough and smooth, plain and patterned). 

• Combine visual and tactile qualities. 

• Use ceramic mosaic materials and techniques 

 

PE 

Class 5 will have PE on Monday and Friday afternoon with Mr Stratford the focus for this half term will be net and wall 

games. We are continuing to ask for children to come to school in school PE kit on Mondays and Fridays due to the lack 

of changing facilities and the age of the children. Please ensure that children only come in school PE kit and that it is 

appropriate for the weather forecast for the day. 

In PE we will: 

• Choose and combine techniques in game situations (running, throwing, catching, passing, jumping and kicking, etc.). 

• Work alone, or with team mates in order to gain points or possession. 

• Strike a bowled or volleyed ball with accuracy. 

• Use forehand and backhand when playing racket games. 

• Field, defend and attack tactically by anticipating the direction of play. 

• Choose the most appropriate tactics for a game. 

• Uphold the spirit of fair play and respect in all competitive situations. 

• Lead others when called upon and act as a good role model within a team. 

Science 

In science our topic is: Forces and as a scientist we will: 

Content 

• Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of gravity acting between 

the Earth and the falling object. 

• Identify the effect of drag forces, such as air resistance, water resistance and friction that act between 

moving surfaces. 

• Describe, in terms of drag forces, why moving objects that are not driven tend to slow down. 

• Understand that force and motion can be transferred through mechanical devices such as gears, pulleys, 

levers and springs. 

• Understand that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears, allow a smaller force to have a 

greater effect. 

Working scientifically, we will: 

• Plan enquiries, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary. 

• Use appropriate techniques, apparatus, and materials during fieldwork and laboratory work. 

• Take measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision. 

• Record data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, 

tables, bar and line graphs, and models. 

• Report findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations of results, explanations involving 

causal relationships, and conclusions. 

• Present findings in written form, displays and other presentations. 

• Use test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests. 


