
From Mrs Irwin—  The staff and I would like to thank our families 

for all your amazing support and understanding through the challenges of 
the last week with the rising COVID numbers across school. Thank you for 
arranging PCR tests if your child has been a close contact of a positive 
case and for keeping us fully informed along the way. We are all sending 
our love and very best wishes to the children who are currently unwell 
and hope that they feel start to feel better soon. In school, we have been 
so impressed by the way that the children have once again adapted to 
the temporary changes. We will keep you informed of any further 
updates as they arise. On another note, we have been delighted to share 
our first publicity video which we absolutely love! Huge thanks to Ricardo 
Lacombe for putting together such a wonderful piece for us! Thank you 
so much for all the positive and supportive feedback which I know is 
greatly appreciated by Ricardo and all of us at school. Wishing you a safe 
and restful weekend. Take care. 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  - This 

week’s excellent learners  are: Class 1:  

Thomas—For practising his letters and reading 

at home every day!  

Ailbe— For super 

independent work in maths  ; Class 2: : 

Beatrice—For fabulous independent learning in 

maths!  Jemima—For  amazing efforts at reading 

at home—such a passionate reader! Class 3:  

Alfie —For his amazing attitude and perseverance in maths. Dylan—For 

super reading in school and at 

home! Class 4: Theo—For 

excellent efforts with reading 

at home!   Eva—For great 

work in maths and for super in 

paired discussions ! ; Class 

5:   Sienna—For her superb enthusiasm and 

understanding of authors’ use of figurative 

language !; Thomas—For his excellent problem 

solving skills in maths  S P O R T S 

AWARDS— This week’s awards go to: Class 1: Georgiana—For  

flourishing in PE; Class 2: Ethan—For giving everything in PE !;  Class 3: 

Charlotte—For super progress  ; Class 4: Evelyn—For being an excellent 

team player ; Class 5: William—For being a shining light and achieving his 

goals! 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT   - This week  we have 

some more super achievements to share. Well done to 

the following children for being superstars! Olive—For 
passing her stage 1 swimming recently.  Olive says she had 
to swim on her back and front and is very proud! She’s 

really looking forward to stage 2 and moving 
to her brother’s class!  We are super proud too Olive! ;   

Ross— Ross attends Clayton West Cricket Club, where his 
dad also plays and coaches for the club! Ross plays for the 
under 9's where they get to learn all the skill to play the 
game. Ross is delighted to let us know that he got a cricket 
medal for his skills and hard work! Fantastic news Ross—

I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T   
continued….Evelyn—For competing for the very first 

time in ballet! Despite feeling nervous, we are so 
delighted to report that Evelyn came second!! How 
brilliant is that for her first time and her family couldn't be 
prouder—we are too Evelyn! Super news to share! ;  

WE LOVE LEARNING (Class teacher updates)— Class 

1— This week, Class 1 have been learning about their five senses.  The 
children created a book about what they love to use their senses for and 
learnt an action song about the senses.  They explored their sense of 
hearing, touch and sight through some fun games, such as sound 
bingo.  In mathematics, they have been creating repeating patterns using 
beads, pegs, shapes and natural materials.  The children had fun 
searching for different pictures outside and matching them to the correct 
initial sound. Please could we also ask for junk modelling materials  - not 
much is being brought in at the moment.; Class 2–Class 2 have been 
learning about the Torah and why it is a special word for Jewish people. 
We made our own Torah scrolls and even used saws to help us! In 
science, we sorted out animals into different categories before designing 
our very own perfect pet. We wrote our own independent stories based 
on ‘The Queen’s Hat’, where Mrs Irwin’s scarf blew off in the wind. I 

loved reading your independent stories Class 2 - well done! ; Class 3— 

This week Class 3 have written some amazing stories all about a fox who 
was afraid of the dark. The children decided which characters their fox 
would meet to help them to overcome their fear. Our next genre of 
writing is going to be writing a set of instructions. In Maths, the Year 3 
children have been very busy mastering mental methods to add any 1 
digit number onto a 3 digit number. The Year 2 children have been busy 
finding fact families and comparing different calculations. As part of our 
topic learning, the children have been discussing the mysteries behind 
Stonehenge and using Lego to create their own stone circles. Using their 
sketching skills, the children have also created some fantastic sketches of 
Bronze Age artefacts. Great learning Class 3! ; Class 4– More excellent 
work has been taking place in Class 4 over the last couple of 
weeks.  While we have had to deal with a few disruptions in class due to 
COVID we have been focused and enthusiastic with our learning.  We 
completed our independent writing linked to Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory that I am now going through to assess against our criteria and 
provide targets for moving forward.  We have just begun another 
narrative unit entitled FEAST, based on the Disney short, animated 
film.  In maths we have been adding sets of 4-digit numbers together, 
carrying when a column adds up to above 9 (the children now call this 
'exchanging').  We are now subtracting and borrowing from the next 
column if we don't have enough - again this is called exchanging! Our 
Viking and Habitat topics are going well, as is PE and Ukulele.  I don't 
know how we have the time!; Class 5- Well it has been a challenging 
week in class 5, but, as always, the children have risen to the challenge 
and have been fantastic learners either at home or in class. In maths, we 
have moved on to formal methods of multiplication and it has been great 
to see children work on the extra challenges they have been set. In 
literacy, children have been looking at the features of a biography as well 
as developing their writing to improve their independent writes. 
Continuing with our links to topic, in art the children applied their 
drawing skills to drawings of masks used in medieval and modern times. 
Incredibly, we have started our second, class novel ,The Children of 
Winter, which allows us the opportunity to compare works by the same 
author and links very nicely to the next part of our topic as we look at 
changes to medicine in the Victorian era. 
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Greetings from the garden! 
We had some lovely tours of the Bell tent and the wellbeing garden with all the year groups over 

two days! Some very excited children who I think would have happily camped over or even moved 

in. We are so looking forward to the pupils being able to use this little retreat for reading, 

gardening, maths or just a peaceful place to be calm. There is however a permanent supply of hot chocolate stored in the tent as a 

matter of priority…possibly with a secret stash of s`mores ingredients! 

The wellbeing garden seems to be a hit with the classes. Not exactly a Buddhist retreat with a whole class of budding musicians, but 

the tunes were a feast for the ears ….and teachers are beginning to use the wellbeing garden with small 

groups for a reflective space. 

As the garden grows and matures there will be swathes of sensory, edible flowers, apple and pear trees to 

sit beneath, the fences will be covered in clematis, golden hop and Jasmine and 

eventually the bamboos that edge the path will become a tunnel, creating little 

rooms to explore. 

I would like to thank the wonderful PTA again for making these cool projects possible and to the Yorkshire 

gardens trust for the £300 fund to build the outdoor instruments—we have been so lucky to have this support. 

I would like to put an idea forward, to see if there are any interested children and parents, regarding an after 

school club once a week when we are able to have clubs again……a gardening / outdoor cooking club, please 

tell me what you think? A huge thank you to the Sparrows as we will be adopting their lovely potting shed at 

some point over the next few months. The existing shed has done the garden proud but you can now see daylight from the base and 

it has an extra skylight that wasn’t there before !!! Just need to convince our resident and most certainly mutant spider that it’s time 

to find a new abode! If anyone wishes to volunteer for this task ….it is a noble act of self-sacrifice! Thank you and happy harvesting. 

Emily-Gratton-Rayson 

ATTENDANCE—The last week’s class attendance figures overall were: Class 1 - 99.5%, Class 2 –96.2%; Class 3—95%; Class 4—93.5%; Class 

5—89.6%. Well done to Class 1 —- for the highest overall attendance. 

PENISTONE 4 SPORTS  (P4S) - We had a very eventful evening at PGS last 

week as the Y5/6 boys took on teams from around our local area.  When the heavens 

decided to open and not close for a full hour you would have been forgiven for thinking that 

the three football pitches had been transported to the middle of the Amazon rainforest in 

the rainy season!!  But that did not deter our amazing group of boys - they got all the way to 

the final!  Coming second to a team with three times as many pupils to choose from was no 

mean feat - congratulations to all those who took part in torrential conditions! Thank you so 

much to all the parents who made this possible too!  

Dates for your diary: Sadly, due to the current COVID situation in school, we will be unable to go ahead with the planned 

Harvest assemblies on 20th and 21st October.  We are so very sorry about this. We plan to video each class instead and we will be 
in touch with further details. 

 Please also note that the Tempest photographer who was due in on Monday  18th October will now be moved to Friday 
12th November (am) 

 Just a reminder that we have an INSET Day on Friday 22nd October, so we will close after school on Thursday 21st October and 

reopen on Monday 1st November. 

Wishing you a safe and restful weekend. Take care. 
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