
From Mrs Irwin—  The first full 

week of the new school year has 
gone so quickly! It has been 
wonderful to say a huge ‘hello’ to 

our new starter children and their families. All  of our new children 
have been superstars settling in so well and are showing such 
exemplary manners and behaviour! The positive attitudes and  
enthusiasm to be back in school are delightful to see and there is a 
lovely ‘buzz for learning’ in the air!  Many thanks to everyone who 
has been in touch about the summer reading challenge and our in 
the spotlight section. There are so many wonderful things taking 
place out of school. If your child has done something that you  are 
proud of and would like us to share in our newsletter, please contact 
either myself or the school office and let us know. We would love to 
hear from you! On another note, we are all really excited that the 
bell tent is up in the garden and  it looks incredible. As if that wasn't 
enough, the sensory garden has been finished and looks simply 
stunning. Enormous thanks to our amazingly talented and 
inspirational Emily Gratton-Rayson for working so hard on both 
projects. We are very lucky to have the phenomenal support from 
Emily, along with the funds raised by our wonderful PTA  and 
families to help make both projects possible! Thank you on behalf of 
all the staff and children who will love spending time in both areas! 
Finally, I just wanted to say thank you to everyone for your support 
and understanding as we get used to more new systems and 
changes. Wishing you a lovely weekend!  

E X C E L L E N T 

LEARNERS  Every fortnight, 

the teachers will choose 2 children 

from each class to celebrate an 

aspect of their learning. Meet our 

first excellent learners  who should 

be very proud of their achievements. This week the teachers have 

chosen children who have made an excellent start to the new year. 

This was very hard for them to only be able to choose 2!  Class 1:  

Ruairi—For a great start in Year 1; Jack— For  being so helpful with 

the new children in Class 1 ; Class 2: : Seth—For an amazing attitude 

towards his learning as a Year 2, especially with his place value 

learning !  Archie—For an amazing start in Class 2! Class 3:  Harry —

For  an superb start to Year 3 ! Emily—For  brilliant independent 

work as a Year 2; Class 4: Lilly —For  such a positive attitude to 

learning ; Harley—For settling in with such ease and volunteering 

her ideas with confidence! ; Class 5:   Owen—For settling into Class 

5 so very well !; Dylan —For  his superb attitude towards his 

learning! SPORTS AWARDS— Each week, our sports coach 

Mr Stratford will choose a child from each class for their approach in 

PE sessions. The first awards this year go to: Class 1: Jack—For  super 

listening and quality of learning; Class 2: Oliver—For a fantastic start 

to our Oxspring PE sessions!;  Class 3: Harry—For  being awesome in 

very minute of every PE session; Class 4: Lilly—For being hard 

working and determined this week; Class 5: Evie—For being a 

brilliant team player! 

WE LOVE LEARNING (Class teacher updates)— Class 

1—We are so proud with how wonderfully our new starters have 
settled in! We would also like to thank our Year One children for being 
so welcoming.  We've been busy learning routines and becoming 
familiar with the classroom and outdoor area.  This week we have 
focused on getting to know each other and played lots of fun games to 
learn each other's names.  The children have loved meeting and singing 
songs to Beat Baby and had a lot of fun exploring different equipment 

in their PE lesson.; Class 2– Class Two have had a wonderful first full 

week back! We’ve started our new science topic about pets, and went 
exploring in the garden to find the special places where animals live. 
We’ve listened to the story ‘The Dot’ and created our own 
masterpieces. Finally, we started our new history topic of kings and 
queens. We learnt a new key word ‘monarch’ and made crowns to 
show that kings and queens are powerful! Make sure you follow us on 

Twitter to see photos of our learning! ; Class 3— What a brilliant start 

to the new school year for Class 3. The children have been busy 
creating some amazing owl art work and we have started writing the 
story 'The owl who was afraid of the dark'. The whole class has set the 
standard really high with their handwriting and presentation! In Maths, 
we have been looking at the partitioning 2 and 3 digit numbers and the 
children have been busy making these numbers out of the base 10 
resources. We started our topic by looking at Prehistoric inventions and 
really enjoyed reading the story 'The First Drawing'. Well done Class 3! ; 
Class 4– We are so pleased to report that the children have made a 
fantastic start to their new year in Class 4.  It can often be a period of 
adjustment, but, even with those who may have been a little anxious at 
the beginning of the day, everyone is firing on all cylinders by the time 
the register is complete.  We are successfully into our Place Value unit 
in maths and our start to writing has been very impressive.  The way 
the class has worked with some new approaches has been fantastic - 
their ability to create ambitious vocabulary has been outstanding!  We 
have looked at where The Vikings came from and positioned them on a 
timeline in history that makes sense to us.  This is all curriculum 
learning that adds to our creation of a class charter where we outlined 
our classroom expectations and the important 'getting to know each 
other' activities that are so important.  All in a week!  Marvellous!   
Class 5- Class 5 have been amazing as they have settled quickly back 
into class and have shown a great attitude towards their learning. In 
maths, we have started our work on number - working at increasing 
large numbers to tens of millions. Our class text, The Children of 
Winter, links nicely with our topic of Medicine through the years and 
the class have already looked at the differences in medical practice 
between Prehistoric man and the Ancient Egyptians. In literacy, we 
have started our work on diary writing and the year 5s have been 
introduced to our approach using 'The Write Stuff'. Mrs Darigala has 
been teaching classification in science and Islam in RE and has been 
equally delighted with the behaviour and effort from the class. 

LOOK AT THE GARDEN PROJECTS…...  More 

updates in the next newsletter…. 
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SUMMER READING CHALLENGE.. 
We are delighted to report that the following children have taken 
part in this Summer’s Reading Challenge!  Very well done to the 
following children who all managed to read a fabulous range of 
books: Eli; Alfie and Betsy; Ted 
and Olive; Evelyn and Ethan; 
Joseph and Dylan and Sonny. 
Your families have been in 
touch to let us know just how 
proud they are of what you 
have achieved. We are so very proud of you too for your fantastic 
achievements.  If your child completed the summer reading 
challenge too, please let us know. We would love to include them in 
our next newsletter in 2 weeks time!  

IN THE SPOTLIGHT  - We  love sharing 

information about all the amazing things that our children do 

out of school. There are so many things to be proud of and 

celebrate! So, please can we give a huge Oxspring shout out to the 

following children. Your families are so 

very proud of you and so are we! Thank 

you for being amazing …...ALFIE 

AND BETSY—For ‘litter picking’ on 

holiday at the beach. They took it upon 

themselves to collect litter and the locals 

in Cornwall were that impressed they got free ice cream! Alfie also 

got a Beever’s badge for it too!  Wow—you are both superstars!; 

E T H A N  A N D  H I S 

M U M M Y —  Huge 

congratulations to Leah (Ethan’s 

Mummy) who completed a half 

marathon and has raised over £600 

for the PANS charity! The last part of 

the race was challenging, so Ethan jumped the gate at the finish line 

and dragged his mummy through it! What a star you are Ethan! Well 

done to both of you for such an achievement!  Your family are so 

proud and we are too! ; SAM K— We are 

delighted to report that Sam has been raising 

money for Beagles which he has organised 

independently! As a result of his fundraising , Sam 

received some gifts to say thank you! Great news. 

Well done to you Sam! ; ELISE—Huge well done 

to Elise who has managed to pass all 

her remaining levels on the Skate Stars 

programme and is now working 

towards her NISA level 1. She has also 

now joined Synchro Skating!  She even 

recently got to meet Robin Cousins 

Olympic Champion when watching the 

British Championship Qualifiers at Sheffield. This was fantastic and 

very inspiring! Robin gave Elise lots of amazing advice! 

GOOD LUCK ...We are sending 

lots of luck and very best wishes to our very own 

Mrs Carmichael who is running the Great North 

Run with the wonderful Mr West on Sunday in aid 

of Macmillan. If anyone wishes to donate to such 

a worthy cause please see the details on this link  

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/. Good luck 

Mrs C and Mr W!  

Just a short update from the PTA this 
week as we return to what will hopefully 
be a more ‘normal year’.  We would like 
to welcome all the new parents to 
Oxspring! Please join our Facebook page 
Oxspring Primary School PTA, where we 

share lots of information with regards to fund raising and our 
activities. The AGM is due to be held in October and the date will be 

confirmed soon. We would  love to hear 
from any parents who would like to get 
involved. Please speak with Jenny Sparrow 
(Class 1 and 3 parent and current Chair) Lisa 
Binns (Class 3 parent and current Vice 
Secretary) or Lucy Hills (Class 4 parent and 
current Secretary) if you would like some 

information.  It would be lovely to have some new ideas and new 
members on board.  

SCHOOL LOTTERY  - We 

would also like to remind you of our  

school fundraiser …….. *** Your school 

lottery *** …...Minimum of 1 ticket per 

week priced at £1 a ticket, there is no 

maximum number; Guaranteed cash prize every week for one of our 

supporters.; Additional chance to win £25,000 every week.; 40% of all 

ticket sales is donated back to school! The lottery is open to everyone 

over the age of 16, family members, neighbours, friends, anyone can 

join and support our school, whilst being in with the chance of 

winning too. See www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/

oxspring-primary-school-pta 

ATTENDANCE— Class attendance will start to be reported 

in the next newsletters  

 

Dates for your diary—Mrs Laslett  has sent out a letter earlier 

today for your information. Each newsletter will include reminders 

about upcoming events. Please note however that dates may be 

subject to change if any COVID restrictions have to be implemented. 

Wishing you a lovely weekend !  
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