
From Mrs Irwin— I can’t quite believe that we are in the final half 

term of this academic year. The children have all come back to school 
refreshed, eager and ready to learn after the holiday. As you will see 
below, each class is busy working on their topic and the staff have 
planned a wide range of interesting  learning activities for the remaining 
weeks, both indoors and outdoors. Many of the children in Class 5 went 
to Robinwood this week and I would like to say a massive ‘well done and 
thank you’ to them to their outstanding behaviour and extremely 
positive feedback which we have received from the Robinwood staff. The 
children  are a real credit to school and to their families and it has been 
lovely to hear of the special memories made. I would also like to give a 
huge shout out to the children from Class 5 who did not go to 
Robinwood for their superb effort, enthusiasm and hard work with the 
range of activities that they have taken part in back at school too. Finally, 
you will see from our ‘in the spotlight’ section once again that our 
children have some wonderful out of school achievements to celebrate! 
Please do get in touch if your child has something  proud of to share. I 
hope that you all have a lovely weekend and stay safe and well. 

CLASS TOPICS— This half term the children 

are learning about the following topics: Class 1—
Creepy Crawlies; Class 2—Oxspring and Around; 
Class 3—Italy; Class 4—The Euros; Class 5—Crime 
and Punishment (continued).  

WE LOVE LEARNING— Class 1  Class I have had a fantastic 

time searching for minibeasts in the school garden!   We found woodlice, 
snails, worms, centipedes, millipedes and even a chrysalis under a 
leaf.   We have been learning about the life cycle of a butterfly and are 
really looking forward to our caterpillars arriving so we can watch them 
change! Our role play area is now a campsite and Class 1 have had lots of 
fun pretending to camp out with their friends.  We also enjoyed listening 
to 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar story' and have produced some super 
writing to retell the story; Class 2– This week Class 2 have been building  
fluency in maths – especially our recall of number bonds to 20! We love 
to play ‘hit the button’ on our new (huge) class screen and see who gets 
the highest score in one minute. We’ve been going on lots of word hunts 
to read and write longer words with the suffix ‘ed’ and the prefix ‘un’. In 
science, we compared different mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and 
bird to find out what was the same and what was different. We made 

some fantastic observations! ; Class 3— Over the last two weeks, Class 3 

have been writing a story about a boy who discovers a lost star. We have 
used lots of adventurous and exciting vocabulary. In our Maths, we have 
been consolidating our addition and subtraction skills further and all the 
children have really worked so hard on this. A big well done! Whilst 
making the most of the glorious sunshine, the children have predicted 
and observed how their shadow changed throughout the day. The 
children have been challenged to discovered why it changed and we will 
explore this further next week. We have also been learning lots about 
the regions of Italy and all about the Alps. A super two weeks of 

learning! ; Class 4- We've had another great start to a half term and 

have had a fantastic week of poetry.  We wrote a new stanza to 'The 
Beast on Dinnertime Duty' by Paul Cookson, a poem which we cheekily 
read to Mrs Hughes!  We have also just begun learning about 
Information Texts where we are writing all about ‘Flanimals’ (creations 
by Ricky Gervais).  In maths we have been interpreting charts and graphs 
and have begun to learn about sound being made by the vibrations of 
objects and materials in science.  We are all following the teams we 
selected in the Euros - some have asked if they can swap 
teams! (Contd………………………………………………………...) 

E X C E L L E N T 

LEARNERS  -  Meet our 

first excellent learners of the 

last half term who should be 

very proud of their achievements. Well done 

everyone!  Class 1:  Carter— For his 

fantastic work in phonics and super reading ; 

Ruairi—For his super name writing! Class 2:   

Alfie—For excellent subtraction within 20! ; 

Rose—For  her superb reading!;  

Class 3:  Evie—For  her amazing 

attitude towards her maths 

learning! ; Luna—For her fab story 

writing!; Class 4: Ava—For her all 

round super attitude towards her learning! ; Violet— For her excellent 

fluency in reading!; Class 5:   Georgia, Libby, Samuel, Dylan, Oliver and 

Aaron—For  their superb attitudes, maturity and cooperation on their 

project work!  

SPORTS AWARDS— This week, Mr Stratford’s sports 

awards go to: Class 1: Olive; Class 2: Jasmine; Class 3: Daisy;  

Class 4: Elijah; Class 5: Sam K .  

PENISTONE 4 SPORTS (P4S) - Following our latest 

P4S event, we are delighted to report that our Year 2 children came first 
(out of 7 teams) for the virtual bat and ball competition! Superb result Year 
2s! As if that was not enough, our Year 1 also came first (out of 3 teams). 
Well done to all of our brilliant  sports stars! We are so proud of you. Once 
again, thank you so much to Mr Stratford for all his hard work and support 
with our children and staff. 

WE LOVE LEARNING—Class 4 continued .. I'm definitely 

keeping mine though - are Italy any good?  I have to say our RSE work about 
'Changing Me' has got off to a good start.  Everyone is showing a very 
sensible approach to their learning, which doesn't surprise me at all.;   

Class 5— The majority of Class 5 have been to Robinwood this week and 
have had an unforgettable experience. Children who did not go on the 
residential produced some fantastic collaborative work on the project they 
were set to design a theme park and impressed all the adults who have 
worked with them this week. In maths learning has continued on algebra 
and children have been writing their own formulae and solving problems by 
substituting. In literacy, they have started their new written task which is a 
balanced argument on Children’s use of computing and they have 
completed a class survey to gather data. 

COMMUNICATION  UPDATE—Mrs Laslett— All our 

general communication/letters/texts/OSC invoices now come 

from the Parent Pay system. As mentioned previously 

communication will only be sent to parents who have been set up 

(by school) and activated (by yourself) for Parent Pay as a ‘payer’. 

As a family if only one parent is currently receiving information 

and you still wish for another account to be created please contact 

the school office. Please could you also regularly check your junk/

spam folder in case emails from Parent Pay are going in there.  
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We are so proud and delighted to say a very big ‘well done’ to the 

following children for their achievements outside of school…….. 

GARDEN NEWS—Greetings from the garden!  

A small update this week. ...The bell tent has arrived and will be going up in the next couple of weeks. The wellbeing garden 
is almost complete, just finishing off the instruments and laying the grass seed. I have planted the beautiful flowers which 
are all edible, bee friendly and smell amazing! Hopefully this space will be a chilled retreat for the children to escape to if 
they want some quiet time or to be with friends…. teachers welcome for the same reasons!  

The green house has burst into life with many seedlings waiting to be put into the ground. Class 4 have already planted out 
their class beans and the amazing petunias they grew 
with Mr Walker. 

Finally, over the next few weeks we will be planting out, 
cooking, and pond dipping…cannot quite believe it’s 
nearly July. I shall write another update before the end 
of term with lots of photographs of the children’s green 
adventures.  

Happy Gardening!  

Emily Gratton-Rayson x 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY—  

 New menu at school starts Monday 21st June  

 School is closed for INSET on Friday 25th June and Monday 28th June.  

 Thursday 24th June—New Starters’ Meetings (2 group times 1—4.15pm 2—5.30pm) 
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Well done to Maggie (Class 

4) who has been working 

really hard to pass stage 3 

and move onto stage 4 in 

her after school swimming 

lessons! Go Maggie!  

Congratulations to Jasmine (Class 

2) who has recently moved up  to a 

higher class at her dancing lessons 

This week she also got a medal and 

was ‘star of the week’! Super news 

Jasmine!  

Another swimming celebra-

tion—this time a huge well 

done to Ted (Class 3) who 

has worked incredibly hard 

to pass his stage 1 swimming 

in his after school lessons. 

Fantastic Ted!  

Congratulations also go to Elise 

(Class 5) who completed all the 

skate UK levels during the lock-

down when the under 18s could 

still skate. Since coming back she 

has been working really hard and 

has managed to pass both Bronze 

and Silver ‘Skate Star Freestyle’ 

skating and has began her Gold!  

Wow Elise!  

A big well done also to 

Olive (Class 1)  who has 

recently achieved her 

yellow stripe belt at 

Taekwondo. She started 

lessons in April and is 

doing really well!  She is 

even known to show off her moves to the 

dinner staff at lunchtime!  Brilliant Olive!  

Finally, a huge shout 

out to Erin (Class 3) 

who decided that she 

would like to cut her 

hair and donate it to 

the Little Princess 

Trust!  We are super 

proud of Erin and love her new short hair too!  


