
From Mrs Irwin—  Welcome to the first newsletter of the summer 

term. The glorious sunshine this week has certainly got the whole school 
science topic on ‘Plants’ off to a great start and we will keep you posted 
of the superb learning planned in this exciting area. Next week is 
National Gardening Week so more outdoor learning will be take place for 
each class. I have been so impressed with all of the children who have 
taken part in this week’s ‘Big Pedal’ to encourage active travel to school. 
Thanks you so much to everyone who has managed to do so. The 
information from each class will be collated and the children will receive 
a certificate and another active travel badge to add to their collection. 
Today, the children have loved celebrating National Skipping Day and 
have made the  most of developing their skills at playtime and 
lunchtime! Huge thanks to Mr Stratford for helping us out with this! 
Finally, I hope that you all have a lovely weekend and hope that the sun 
continues to shine! 

WE LOVE LEARNING— Class 1  - Class 1 are thoroughly 

enjoying learning about pirates.  This week they have listened to ‘The 
Troll’ by Julia Donaldson and written their own pirate menus.  They have 
also been creating their own pirate characters.  They have made pirate 
flags and found out information about pirate ships through information 
books.  In maths they have been working with the numbers 11 to 15 and 
matching them to amounts.  They have also practised their counting 
skills by counting the pirate treasure! ; Class 2 - This week Class 2 have 
started finding a half of a shape and amount. We have been fraction 
detectives to work out if objects have been split equally or not. Some of 
us are even beginning to write ½ too! In English we have enjoyed looking 
at and reading stories by Anthony Browne. We have found out some 
interesting facts too. Did you know he was bit by a gorilla? In topic we 
have learnt how to spell our names in Chinese! ; Class 3—  Over the past 
two weeks, Class 3 have been working so hard to learn all about finding 
fractions of shapes and of amounts. In Literacy, the children have come 
up with some amazing similes to describe the truffula trees from 'The 
Lorax' by Dr Seuss. They then used their similes to create a fabulous 
descriptive piece of writing. In our science this week, the children have 
been learning all about the function of roots.  They have written about 
how a broad bean seed grows into a plant. To support our learning, we 
have planted some in cotton wool and in plastic bags so that we can 
observe the growth of the roots and the shoots. We have also started 
our Roman’s topic learning. The children discussed lots of artefacts and 
what it could tell us about life in Roman Britain. ; Class 4- We are 
enjoying being back in school after the Easter break. Our new topic looks 
at how human methods of communication have developed over time 
from the cave paintings of prehistoric man to telecommunication and 
digital media.  In writing, we are focusing on the genre of narrative / 
story.  We started by looking at the descriptive writing of settings and we 
are currently describing possible characters. Next steps are to explore 
how to effectively write speech and action sequences before linking 
them all together. In maths, we plan to build our knowledge of decimals 
before beginning money and time.  In our science learning, we are 
looking at helping plants to grow well and have planted our own seeds in 
‘Class Four’s Great Seed Race’.  We are using our learning each week to 
improve how we look after our plants and are recording their growth on 
our awesome bar chart wall display!; Class 5— This week we have 
revised angles before moving on to measuring angles with a protractor. 
In reading we have completed our class read 'Kick' by Mitch Johnson and 
we have all thoroughly enjoyed it. For science, the children continued 
their learning about the human body by looking at the parts and function 
of the heart. Art this half term is looking at perspectives and the children 
have been learning new skills with Mrs Irwin on perspective drawings. 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  -  Meet our  first excellent learners 

of the term who should be very proud of their achievements. This week, the 

teachers have chosen two children from each class—one for their progress 

and effort in reading and one who has really excelled in their learning. Well 

done to our superstars!  Class 1:  Lewis—For using his phonics skills 

independently to write a sentence  ; Ethan—For  

having a super attitude to all learning tasks;  Class 2:   

Stevie —For his passion and speed when reading his 

green words! ; Lucas Bi—For his super independent 

work in maths !; Class 3:  Francesca—For great 

engagement in lessons and super independent 

learning ! ; Phoebe—For her super effort in all her 

learning! Class 4: Fin —For  excellent enjoyment, 

comprehension and independence in reading! ; 

Eliza— For excellent contributions and 

understanding across the curriculum !  Class 5:   

Georgia—For her excellent vocabulary in her 

independent writing ! Jack—For his super effort in 

his reading and also in  improving his handwriting! 

SPORTS AWARD— This week Mr 

Stratford has introduced a new sports award for 
each class which focuses on children’s approach, 
attitudes and effort in PE. Thank you so much to him 
for providing a sports trophy for each class. The 

chosen children will  have the chance to proudly 
display their trophy on their desk each week 
before passing in it to the next sports award 
winner. This week’s first awards go to: Class 1: 
Carter—For always trying his best, helping others 

and never being without a smile on his face!; Class 2: Ala—For being an all 
round competitor and helping her classmates too; Class 3: Harley—For 
being a real team player and being resilient! ; Class 4: Harvey—For getting 
his classmates together and being a superb team player!; Class 5: Henry—
For having a great all round skill set, fantastic manners and body language! 

NATIONAL SKIPPING DAY  - Thank you 

to Mr Stratford for teaching  skipping skills to all the 
children across school today. Lots of fun and laughter  
along the way too!  

THE BIG PEDAL—Thank 

you so much to everyone who took part in this week’s 
Big Pedal this week, to promote active travel to school. It 
was lovely to see so many families coming on bikes, 
scooters and walking too. We would like to give a huge 
shout out to Beatrice in Class 2 who has worked so 
incredibly hard  on her cycling to and from school this 
week. As a result, we are delighted to hear that she 
successfully managed to start pedalling herself with no 
stabilisers! Wow Beatrice—that is such fantastic news and we are all so very 
proud of you!  

ATTENDANCE—Brilliant class attendance for last week is as 

follows: Class 1 - 100%, Class 2 –100%; Class 3—100%; Class 4—96.4%; Class 
5—96.9%. Well done to Class 1,2 & 3 for achieving the trophy this week. 
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GOVERNOR NEWS 
 

Dear Parents,  

The start of the Spring term found us once again in a lockdown with many pupils accessing their learning from home. At Oxspring, 

and across the Borough, much had been learned from the earlier lockdown and so plans had already been prepared in readiness for 

the delivery of Remote Learning. This new way of working required innovation and creativity to deliver the curriculum and 

Governors are exceptionally grateful to all the staff who continued to work tirelessly to ensure the same quality of education and 

support for all our pupils wherever they were learning from.  As a Governing body we would also like to extend our thanks to 

Parents and Carers for the outstanding support you gave your children and the staff at Oxspring during this challenging time.  

Over the Spring Term Governors continued to fulfil their responsibilities to provide support and challenge to the school remotely 

and were pleased to appoint Mrs Rolling as Deputy Head. We look forward to the contribution she will make in the leadership and 

management of our school as we continue to strive for improvement. 

As we begin the Summer Term, Governors and Staff are delighted that school is fully open and that slowly but surely things are 

returning to some sort of ‘new’ normality. We look forward to hearing about all the exciting things that the Children have been 

doing when we meet again in May.  

Over the next few weeks a number of Governors will be looking at ways to promote the School and we would welcome any 

comments or suggestions you may have about this. These can be dropped off in a sealed envelope at the school office and a 

Governor will collect them.  

Many Thanks for your continued support. 

Hannah Goldingay-Jordan 

Parent Governor. 

PUPIL PARLIAMENT …. As we start to get back to a sense of normality across school 

this term, we are delighted to focus once again on the importance of  pupil voice. In order to 

ensure that all children can contribute towards helping to further improve and enhance our 

provision at school, we would like to introduce our Members of Parliament (MPs) from Year 5 

and 6. Over the term ahead, the MPs will work with the children, staff and governors to share 

ideas, create opportunities and help to publicise and promote our school in the wider 

community. This week, the Leader of the House was voted in after an anonymous election. 

The new Leader of the House  is Leah  (Year 6). All our MPs have a vital role to play in 

ensuring that the views of all children at Oxspring are listened to through our class councils 

and  these will be used to inform our whole school priorities and next steps. The rest of our 

MPs are Ollie, Elise, Dylan, Alfred, Lily, Sam J, Austin, Lucas, Jenson, Will B, Elly, Sam K, 

Georgia and Henry.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 Next week is National Gardening Week 

 Friday 30th April is Class 5’s Hepp DT session 

 Monday 3rd May is Bank Holiday  - school reopens on Tuesday 4th May 

Wishing  everyone a safe and happy weekend. 
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