
From Mrs Irwin—  It has been an incredibly busy couple of weeks 

in and around school since the last newsletter. I am absolutely delighted 
to report that our Sheffield Children’s Hospital Bear (named BOPS—the 
small bear with the big heart!) is almost ready to go on show on the 
Sheffield Trail. This is due to the incredible hard work and support from 
the amazing Mrs Dimelow (Class 3 parent) who has led the ‘Decoration 
of BOPs’ project with such passion , energy and drive. She has worked 
tirelessly to ensure that the children’s creative ideas have been 
combined to showcase the very best of our school. Massive thanks also 
to the wonderful Emily Gratton –Rayson for helping to incorporate our 
school garden onto the base of the bear, which is just simply incredible 
too! Huge thanks also to Mrs Senior-Corcoran’s ‘Rewarding 
Designs’ (Class 4 parent ) for contributing the lettering for our bear. 
Further details about our bear on the trail will be sent once they have 
been confirmed.  We can’t wait to see BOPS out and about! Wishing you 
a very enjoyable weekend.  

WE LOVE LEARNING— Class 1  - Class 

1 had a very exciting day on Tuesday when they 
had to help out a pirate.  The children wrote a list 
to help the pirate remember the jobs that she 
needed to do so that she wouldn't get into trouble 
with her captain!   The children have been learning 

about pirate ships and enjoyed exploring colour mixing and using 
different kinds of paper to create some wonderful pirate ship 
pictures.  We have had lots of fun playing number games to practise 
reading numerals to 20 and count objects correctly, the children 
particularly enjoyed playing number hide and seek; Class 2 - This week, 
Class 2 have become sculptors! We created sculptures of flowers out of 
dough before carefully painting them. We imagined and created 
monsters from recycled materials. They were so creative and colourful! 
We have been reading more Anthony Browne books and discovered two 
tunnels in our school – just like in his book ‘The Tunnel’! We thought 
about where the tunnels might lead and wrote our own tunnel stories. 
We’ve been busy in science too! We had a great time in the garden and 
learnt about famous botanist Jane Colden. Although we thought the 
word ‘botanist’ was pretty funny, we really enjoyed closely observing our 
own plants – just like real botanists!;  Class 3—  Class 3 have been busy 
writing letters to the Once-ler to persuade him to stop cutting down all of 
the Truffula trees in Thneedville. Using similar skills and writing 
techniques, the children wrote letters to encourage humans to think 
carefully about chopping down trees in Borneo. The children's ideas 
were very mature and their writing was fantastic. As part of our Science 
investigation, the broad bean plants have started growing in the cotton 
wool and the children have been able to further understand how a plant 
grows from a seed. They also had a great time in the school garden 
creating seed bombs with  Mrs Gratton-Rayson (thank you so much!). In 
topic, the children created Roman shields and used them to replicate 
formations used by the Roman army. The results were fantastic. Great 
learning  again Class 3!  Continued in the next column……. 

HEPP DT  WORKSHOPS - Hepp DT have 

led some more superb workshops this half term to 
develop and extend the children’s design 
and technology knowledge and skills. So 

far, Class 5 have created cranes and Class 4—garden 
planters. Next week is the turn of Class 2 (designing 
mechanical dragons) with Class 1 and 3 workshops after 
half term. Huge thanks to all families for your generous 
voluntary contributions to make this possible for our children. 

WE LOVE LEARNING continued—Class 4- We’ve had a 

fantastic few weeks in Class 4!  The latest thing that sticks in our minds was 
our brilliant day with HEPP DT.  Thank you so much for your contributions to 
this as it was well worth it.  We made our planters using a variety of fixings 
and smoothed them off beautifully.  We have been working hard on our 
times tables and using decimals in maths and are well into our writing unit 
about narratives.  We have practiced description and dialogue and are 
currently really enjoying writing action sequences.  We have  also changed 
our approach in guided reading recently.  We now use our class book of 
‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ by Roald Dahl to start and end the week 
but in the middle, we are looking at different genres of story writing and 
analysing a variety of children’s authors and their work using 
extracts.  Hopefully this will encourage an interest in different sorts of 
writing that the children will choose to follow up by themselves! And then 
there is our Great Seed Race!  Wow – we have some amazing growth being 

recorded on our wall bar chart (well, some of us have!); Class 5— had an 
excellent end to last week making cranes developing their skills of 
cogs and pulleys. In maths, we have focussed on using knowledge of 
angles in reasoning problems. The knowledge on medieval crime 
and punishment has been used to complete double page spreads. 
Holes by Louis Sachar is proving to be a real hit with class 5 and we 
are all really enjoying sharing the book.  

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  -  Meet our excellent learners who 

should be very proud of their achievements. Well done to all of our 

superstars!  Class 1:  Hettie—For her super blending and trying so hard with 

her reading ; Sonny—For his excellent independent writing of jobs for the 

pirate!  ;  Class 2:   Isla —For her super key word reading and for practising 

them at home ! ; Evie—For her fantastic ’Tunnel’ writing !; Class 3:  James—

For his excellent effort with reading at home! ; Lilah—For  always taking 

such pride in her writing! Class 4: Elijah—For excellent reading fluency and 

comprehension  ! ; Beau— For wonderful effort, focus and enjoyment when 

writing!  Class 5:   Elly—For her super effort and 

attainment in reading; Jenson—For his excellent ideas 

and vocabulary choices in writing! 

SPORTS AWARD— This week Mr Stratford’s sports 

awards go to: Class 1: Emmy—For always being a great listener 
who is a pleasure to teach!; Class 2: Tilly—For being so 
enthusiastic and positive!; Class 3: Buddy—For  his fantastic 
attitude and eagerness!; Class 4: Molly AS—For her great 
personality and enjoyment of learning; Class 5: Amy—For being 

a great listener and very coachable!  PENISTONE 4 SPORTS (P4S) 
- We are delighted to report that our Year 4 children achieved 2nd place 

(out of 8 teams)  in the recent Year 3 and 4 virtual tennis competition. Year 
3 children also achieved 2nd place (out of 3 teams). Well done everyone and 
thank you to Mr Stratford too!  

TWITTER— Please do follow us on Twitter (@oxspringprimary)  if you 

get the chance to find out about some of the exciting things happening in 
and around school each week!  

ATTENDANCE—last week’s figures were: Class 1 - 100%, Class 2 –99.3%; Class 
3—99.3%; Class 4—100%; Class 5—99.7%. Well done to Class 1 & 3 for achieving the 
trophy this week. 
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GARDEN NEWS 
Hello and greetings from the school garden….. 

For the first time since the endless lockdowns, 
uncertainty and change I feel that over the last week 
things have seemed a little “normal” and I mean this in the most positive 
of ways. Because of National Gardening Week, we have had every year 
group in the garden……in a cacophony of colour, planting, seed bomb 
making, digging, drilling, sanding, sunlight, hail and lots of laughter!  

Thank you Classes 1,2,3,4 and 5  -you amaze and inspire every day. The garden seems its usual bright haven when you 
are there. 

Class 5 have also dug out and levelled the area in which the new bell tent shall be located. Hopefully the tent will be 
arriving soon …which means lots of sheltered group planting and storytelling. 

The new permeant fire pit is in and hopefully the children will be cooking up a storm soon along with ‘Barbara the cob 
oven’ who has had her spring maintenance this week……. can’t wait to venture into bread making with the pupils. 

There has been a great deal of spring maintenance completed over the past few weeks. The pond has been cleaned 
ready for our annual frog migration, the fruit has all been pruned, the greenhouse and poly 
tunnel have been scrubbed and cleared, with hundreds of seeds sown… (French beans, carrots, 
courgette, Tomatoes, Loofah…. yes, you did read that correctly) host of flowers, curly kale, 
pumpkins, mangetout and many more!  

Plans over the next year are that we need a new shed , so I will be 
foraging into the world of grants again. We shall also need to replace the 
raised bed wood and we will be creating a solid wooden arbour along the 

existing willow tunnel. Gardening although a happy place is not for the faint hearted sometimes. 

The wellbeing garden is progressing very well indeed.  The mulch is on, edging done, fedge planted, 
posts for the musical instruments cemented. I got some funny looks carrying 3metres of drainpipe 
home…. don’t ask!!! I have ordered more hardware than Myers stock and the sensory plants will be 
going in later this month. So looking forward to accompanying Class 1 and 3 on a nature walk later this month and class 
2 for seed bomb making in a couple of weeks…. 

Happy digging…. 

Emily x 

SHEFFIELD CHILDEN’S HOSPITAL BEAR— Here is a sneaky peak to show that our Bear of Oxspring 

Primary School  (BOPS) is coming to life and we can’t wait to see him on the Sheffield Trail very soon! Thank you so much to all the 
children and the amazingly talented adults involved - Mrs Dimelow, Mrs Gratton-Rayson and Mrs Senior-Corcoran for their 
incredible hard work and support!  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 Tuesday 1th May is Class 2’s Hepp DT session (pm) 

 Wednesday 12th May PGS staff visit Year 6 (pm) 

 Tuesday 18th May (am) Class photos 

Wishing  everyone a safe and happy weekend . 
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