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10th May 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers 

COVID update 

As some of you may be aware, Penistone St John’s Primary School are currently experiencing an 

outbreak of COVID throughout their infant site (with some cases also in the junior site). Both 

children and staff have become ill and as a result are being asked to self-isolate, which has 

resulted in frequent and ongoing multiple class bubble closures. Public Health England (PHE) and 

Public Health Barnsley are involved in working with the school to discuss the outbreak situation 

which involves the highly contagious ‘Kent’ variant.  

Our school’s COVID secure procedures continue to remain in place until the DFE updates its 

guidance. Over the last few weeks, several of our children have been tested after displaying some 

of the symptoms and have thankfully tested negative. However, as lockdown restrictions are 

further eased from 17th May and with the situation at Penistone St John’s in mind, please can we 

ask you to continue to be vigilant, and to arrange tests if symptoms develop. If your child does 

display any of the symptoms, please do not send them to school until the outcome of a test is 

known. 

We would also like to remind our families of the following which are still in place until the next 

stage of the lockdown easing: 

 The ‘rule of 6’ means meeting in a group of 6 which is the maximum number of people, 

including parents and children, or two households 

 Meetings should take place outside  

 Social distancing should still take place between the ‘6’ and where this is not possible face 

masks should be worn. 

We have a number of vulnerable adults and children in school who are at great risk if they catch 

this virus. It would also be hugely disruptive to everyone if we have to close bubbles, meaning 

children would have to isolate and undertake remote learning from home once again.   

Please do not hesitate to contact either myself or the school office if you require any further 

advice or information. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Warmest regards 

Sharon Irwin 
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