
From Mrs Irwin— I am delighted to write our first newsletter since 

January and to feel the normality of having everyone back in school 
again, albeit still in our safe class bubbles! It has been a whirlwind 2 
weeks since the children returned and there are so many exciting things 
to report, as you will see below. The children continue to be an absolute  
credit to you and to school and, as I have already said , the transition 
back has been so smooth and seamless. Thank you so very much for your 
continued support. Wishing you a lovely and restful weekend!  

WE LOVE LEARNING— Class 1  - We have been so proud of 

how well the children in Class One have settled back into school.  It has 
been a delight to watch them having such fun playing and learning with 
their friends and so wonderful to catch up with them all.  We are 
continuing our work about animals and the children were thrilled to 
receive a special visit from Mrs Darigala's guinea pig, Basil.  They loved 
finding out what he eats and how to look after a guinea pig.  We've 
shared two lovely books about farm animals - Farmer Duck and Rosie's 
Walk.  The children have participated in shared writing of speech bubbles 
and a list of jobs for the farmer and they created some wonderful story 
maps of Rosie's walk.  This week they have been naming and describing 
the properties of 3D shapes and have had fun building with the shapes, 
playing shape games. printing pictures with them and even making them 
out of play dough; Class 2 - Class 2 have had a fantastic two weeks back 
together again! We’ve learnt a new poem called ‘Five Little Senses All In 
A Row’ and are enjoying reciting it with actions. We’ve been busy 
creating equal groups in maths to help with our division. In art, we 
created portrait collages of significant individual Mary Seacole. We were 
history detectives and used clues from the past (primary sources) to find 
out more about Mary’s life. Finally, we have welcomed two new adults 
to the classroom - Miss Hollowood and Mr Moorby. We’ve loved sharing 
our learning with them!; Class 3—  Class 3 have been very busy learning 
all about 2D and 3D shapes in their maths learning. We have been trying 
hard to visualise 3D shapes in our heads to try and describe their 
properties. Year 3 have been learning all about different types of angles 
and spotting these in 2D shapes too. We have learnt about why people 
might want to live in a volcanic area and written some super persuasive 
pieces of writing uisng this knowledge. Our guided reading book is 'The 
Hodgeheg' by Dick King Smith and we have been learning lots of facts 
about hedgehogs to help us to write information pages about them. The 
level of writing has been amazing! A great return to school so a huge well 
done Class 3! ; Class 4- Class 4 have really enjoyed being back at school 
and learning in the classroom.  We have finally been able to use our 
learning displays to support our activities across the curriculum!  We 
have been tackling fractions in our numeracy work while continuing to 
master how to write an explanation using monsters and dragons.  We are 
learning about the geography of South America and are really enjoying 
our Electricity work, especially building circuits.  We have thought quite a 
lot about friendship too, re-establishing our classroom expectations and 
how to stay safe online.  Not bad for two weeks! ; Class 5—It has been 
wonderful to have Class 5 back together and they have settled back into 
their learning as though they had never been away. Recapping on prior 
learning has been the focus of the past couple of weeks in literacy; 
applying previously taught skills to narrative writing. In maths we have 
also consolidated previous learning and then extended skills by applying 
in a range of reasoning and problem solving activities. The topics of light 
and North America have continued, and again, we have also consolidated 
the learning that took place during lockdown. Kick by Mitch Johnson is 
our new class text and is proving to be very popular  -we will be 
recording the rest of it for children to access over the Easter holidays if 
they would like to. 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  -  Meet our 

excellent learners who should be very proud of their 

achievements. This week, the teachers  have chosen 

two children from each class who have 

really excelled in their learning over the 

last 2 weeks. Well done to our superstars! 

Class 1:  Emmy—For excellent reading 

and writing!  ; Elliot—For writing 

independently  ;  Class 2:   Jasmine M —For 

Beautiful writing in all her learning! ; 

Jasmine S—For an amazing attitude since 

coming back to school !; Class 3:  Sebby—

For a superb effort with his morning 

learning ! ; Isaac—For outstanding efforts 

with his writing and for always trying his 

best ! Class 4: Phoebe —For great work with the content and presentation 

of her writing  ! ; Molly AS— For Excellent work with fractions!  Class 5:   

Tom and Will B—For excellent learning in maths! Samuel—For his amazing 

effort in his handwriting! 

RED NOSE DAY—  Thank you so much to everyone for 

really getting into the spirit of this year’s Red Nose Day and the 
theme ‘Funny is Power’! Some excellent costumes and lots of 
smiles to see. Thank you also for the voluntary donations 
towards the Red Nose Day charity—we have 
managed to raise £154.40! 

PENISTONE 4 SPORTS—We are 

delighted to report that Class 5 came first for the Year 5/6 
virtual basketball skills out of  10 teams across 7 schools 
in the Penistone pyramid this week! We are so proud of 
you all Class 5! Go Oxspring! Huge thanks to Mr Stratford 
for his excellent basketball teaching!  

ATTENDANCE—Brilliant class attendance for last week is as 

follows: Class 1 - 100%, Class 2 –100%; Class 3—100%; Class 4—100%; Class 
5—99.4%. Well done to Class 1,2,3 & 4 for achieving the trophy this week. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 Monday 22nd March  - World Down Syndrome Day (wear multi-
coloured, different socks). Voluntary contributions for sensory 
resources for school please (please remember no expectation to 
do so though) 

 Class Easter discos next week (children can wear disco clothes and 
bring in £2.00 voluntary contribution): Class 3 Monday 22nd 
March; Class 5 Tuesday 23rd March; Class 4 Wednesday 25th 
March; Class 1 and 2 Thursday 25th March. 

 Friday 26th March—Easter egg or Easter bonnet competition. 
Please bring in your designs today.  

 End of term on Friday 26th March. School reopens on Monday 
12th April 2021. 

Reminder please that the earliest drop off in school is 8.45am 
(Class 4 & 5 plus their siblings) 
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PTA NEWS 

Welcome back everyone! 
PTA fundraising sadly has taken quite a hit over the last year with various events having to be cancelled due to COVID restrictions, 
we recognise that things may be difficult for many at present, but for those able and willing to there’s a few really easy ways to 
support! Firstly the 50/50 draw..... A £2.50 a month donation paid by standing order directly to the PTA account. Every two 
months the draw is made with half the pot going to PTA funds and the other half to the prize winner! A fab way to support school 
and maybe win some cash along the way! Please speak/message Lucy Hills/ Jenny Sparrow / Lisa Binns to get involved! 

Secondly the Your School Lottery, a weekly draw, the PTA receive an email advising us who has won the prize each week, so again 
another opportunity to win some cash.  Lucy posts the winner to our Facebook group weekly as the cash is deposited into their 
Your School Lottery account so you can then access it!  The PTA have no direct involvement in this, you 
can take just the one ticket or multiple tickets!  Another fab way to support the school and the PTAs fund 
raising efforts! https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/oxspring-primary-school-pta 

Thirdly, Amazon Smile, a big thank you to all those that have helped raise funds 
through Amazon Smile for the Oxspring PTA. We really appreciate it and so will 

school. Just a little reminder to anyone who hasn't yet use this super easy way for you or anyone you 
know who shops with Amazon to raise funds for the Oxspring PTA.  It’s totally free and will not cost you 

a penny! Using the link for AmazonSmile or through the Amazon app and turn AmazonSmile on,  just 
select  Oxspring Primary School PTA as your chosen charity and Amazon will donate a 

percentage of your purchase total to our PTA.  Please tell your friends and family as It's a 
great hassle free way to support and  raise funds for Oxspring Primary School PTA. 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ap/signin? 

We can’t wait to get back to normality and hold events, but until then any support via 
alternative means would be hugely appreciated by the PTA as we’re desperate to 

continue supporting school to create the best opportunities for all the children! 

GARDEN UPDATE MARCH 2021 
Greetings from the garden! As some of you will know, I like the words ‘awesome’ and ’cool’ which 

embarrasses my children on a regular basis, but the following news is AWESOMELY COOL…. The incredible 

PTA are very kindly funding a 4 metre Bell tent for the school garden, which will mean the garden club can 

still create in the winter and have a covered space. It also means the teachers will have a valuable resource for the winter months 

and when it’s raining as a fantastic outdoor classroom……. Thank you PTA this means so much to us garden dwellers! The Bell tent 

will be 4metres, with an awning for muddy boots and shoes, coir mating, and a water heating wood burning beast of an Eco stove :) 

The other Awesomely cool news is that the funding I applied for from the Yorkshire gardens trust has been successful…. which is 

£300. The YGT were very impressed with the concept of a wellbeing garden especially at the moment, a safe space that children can 

take ownership of and create, talk and meditate.  This money will be used to enable myself to build some outdoor instruments and 

chimes for the new PTA funded wellbeing garden. Speaking of the Wellbeing garden, this space is steadily progressing with the 

addition of 2 stone seats, bamboo planted which will eventually form a central tunnel, 4 very dwarf fruit trees have been planted 

(thank you Ailbe you did an amazing job) the next job will be to plant a fedge (living willow hedge) a short hurdle edge and mulch 

which is being sourced from the Titivators  (village ninjas). When May hits we shall be buying herbs and edible flowers to plant in the 

newly formed wellbeing garden raised beds…. when all this is completed I shall be starting the instruments……. hopefully fingers 

crossed the grand opening of the bell tent and the wellbeing garden will fall at exactly the same time ready for the early summer. 

Stay Awesomely cool………aha…managed to get these in 4 times!!!! I apologise….NO I don’t!! 

Happy gardening x 
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