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14th January 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Critical Worker and Vulnerable Children Provision Update 

 

The aim of the lockdown is to reduce transmission in response to the truly alarming figures of 

COVID-19 that we are currently facing in the UK. This therefore means that the fewer children 

that we have in school, the less risk there is to their families and to our staff team.  

 

Last week the Government stated the following: ‘Children with at least one parent or carer who is 

a critical worker can go to school if required but parents and carers should keep their children 

at home if they can.’ They then go onto say, ‘We are aware of reports of schools and colleges 

having more pupils in attendance this week than during the last period when schools were only 

open to vulnerable and key worker pupils. The national restrictions mean all children who can 

stay at home should stay at home.’ 

 

Due to the long list of personnel who qualify for critical worker status, we now have approximately 

42% of our children whose parents have requested access to these sessions across the week, with 

28% attending on our busiest day, which is exceptionally high compared to the first lockdown. 

Worryingly, our number of children in school is actually increasing now each week. In order to 

keep our numbers in school low, when requesting future critical worker places for your child / 

children, please can we ask you to consider if your child / children can complete remote 

learning from home if you or another parent / carer is working from home. The only children 

that should be in school are vulnerable children and those whose parents / carers who have jobs 

that are critical to the response to Covid and EU transition who cannot be safely cared for at 

home. 

 

We appreciate how challenging supporting remote learning whilst working from home is for so 

many parents but we are concerned about the impact that the significant numbers in school will 

have on our families, staff team and wider community. In order to help to minimise numbers, part 

sessions can be requested if this fits in with work rotas and it would also greatly help with 

staffing. Many thanks to the families who are already doing this as it really does make a 

difference. 

 

Following your requests this week, we have been able to meet all your needs for now, but please 

note these cannot be guaranteed in future weeks, depending on the ever increasing demand. As a 

result we have established 3 bubbles for the critical worker / vulnerable children, which consist 

of: 

 Class 1 and 2 bubble – based in the infant block 

 Class 3 and 4 bubble – based in Class 3 and 4 

 Class 5 bubble – based in Class 5 
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Please note the following information: 

 

 School will officially open from 9 am, but drop off is available from 8.50 am (not before 

this time please due to staffing), following the usual health and safety procedures. 

Please go to the front of school and staff will collect your child / children. 

 Unfortunately Mrs Hart now has to shield again so there will not be a school crossing 

patrol. 

 For children accessing afternoon provision, pick up is at 3.30pm (or earlier if agreed in 

advance) at the front of school. 

 Lunch is at 12 to 1pm and will be ordered daily once in school as per the menus sent 

separately.  

 School uniform must be worn each day that your child / children attend school please.  

 Trainers / pumps for outdoor PE to be brought in please. NO other PE kit is required. 

 Due to the cold weather conditions, please ensure that your child / children also wear a 

warm coat (with hat/ scarves / gloves where possible) for outdoor learning / playtimes. 

 Pupils should bring their water bottle for each day and they can also bring a healthy snack. 

 Pupils will be provided with equipment needed to complete their school work – please do 

not bring additional items in from home. 

 Children will follow the timetable of a normal school day and will participate in the 

activities set by teachers for remote learning. 

 Staff will give feedback and support in line with that received by children learning 

remotely.  

 We will continue to follow the measures in place to prevent the spread of the virus (social 

distancing, frequent handwashing / use of hand sanitiser, not sharing items).  

 Office staffing will be significantly reduced and calls can only be taken between 8.45am 

and 3.30pm (the answer phone will be used beyond those times) 

 Please email r.laslett@oxspringprimary.co.uk with any emergency issues.  

 We are currently able to offer some breakfast and afterschool sessions. If you do not 

have any sessions booked, but are interested in some please contact 

r.laslett@oxspringprimary.co.uk 

 Further updates will be sent to parents as and when appropriate. 

 

 

Please note that self-isolation rules for Coronavirus still apply and must be adhered to. 

 

If your child / children becomes ill during their time at school, we must have an up to date 

list of 3 emergency contacts who are able to collect them from school immediately if this 

happens. This may well change, so please keep us up to date with contact details. 

 

Take care and stay safe. 

 

Warmest regards 

 

Sharon Irwin 
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