
From Mrs Irwin— Can you believe that we have arrived at the last 

Friday in November already and we all know what that means …. 
Christmas is arriving at Oxspring next week!  Huge thanks to Emily 
Gratton-Rayson who has once again sourced and set up our beautiful 
tree in the hall today—we can’t wait to decorate it next week! Emily has 
also very kindly got us a smaller tree for outside too, just so that we can 
spread some festive cheer outdoors as sadly families cannot come into 
school this year. Thank you Emily for once again being your truly 
remarkable and kind self! Massive thanks also to the PTA and family 
members for arranging the incredible range of Christmas fundraising 
events over the next few weeks. Please see overleaf for further details. It 
once again shows the simply overwhelming support and community 
togetherness that we are so very lucky to have in Oxspring. Thank you 
everyone for all that you do!  

Finally, I am so very proud of all of our 
children across every class bubble this week 
for being amazing scientists, as part of our 
whole school science week. We have seen 
some fascinating investigative science work 
which has given the children the opportunity 
to think scientifically and apply their 
knowledge and understanding. They have 
been challenged to be curious and 
independent thinkers and  have been able to 
confidently make observations and discuss 
their conclusions. As one of our core subjects, 

we have enjoyed promoting and celebrating science across school, giving 
it the value it rightly deserves. Please see the latest Governor News and 
PTA updates overleaf. Have an enjoyable weekend everyone. 

WE LOVE LEARNING—Class 1  - 

Class 1 have had a very exciting week.  We 
have been listening to stories about Unicorns 
and as it has been Science week where have 
had a go at fun rainbow experiments.  We 
carried out a walking water experiment and 
enjoyed watching different coloured water 

travelling along paper towels from one cup to another.  We explored 
what happens when you carefully drop food colouring onto milk and 
then add a little bit of washing up liquid.  We found the swirling patterns 
it created fascinating.  We were fantastic at predicting what would 
happen and describing what we could see.  We had lots of fun using 
magnets to move our unicorns over the rainbows and then enjoyed 
finding other objects that are attracted to magnets.  We have been 
practising positional language this week and were great at following 
instructions to complete an obstacle course outside; Class 2 - Class 2 
have had a busy week being scientists! We’ve  talked about how we 
measure weather and made rain gauges and wind socks. Although the 
weather hasn’t been as exciting as we’d hoped, we’ll continue to use the 
resources to record our weather observations through the year! We’ve 
also written our very own ‘bad day in Class 2 stories’ based on ‘Alexander 
and terrible, horrible, no good very bad day!’; Class 3—Class 3 have 
been working very hard at mastering addition and subtraction methods 
and explaining their maths. In Literacy we have carefully written the 
whole story of Saint George and the dragon and we are working on 
adapting the story to write our own. There are some very creative ideas! 
In Science week, Class 3 have learnt lots about fair testing and about soil! 
They have observed what soil actually is and also carried out drainage 
tests on different types of soil.  

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  -  Meet our excellent learners who 

should be very proud of their achievements. This week, the teachers  have 

chosen two children from each class who have displayed excellent learning 

in science.  Well done to our super scientists! Class 1:  Arthur—For 

wonderful scientific discussions  ; Sonny—For his careful observations ;  

Class 2:   Lily—For her super science questions ; Rowan—For fantastic 

science knowledge ; Class 3:  Harley—For great scientific discussions ; Eva—

For a superb approach to her investigations;  Class 4: Lilly—For her fabulous 

and enthusiastic plant investigations; Emma— For her superb knowledge 

sharing and enthusiasm in the living things topic Class 5:   Sam J— For his 

excellent recall of material properties  ; Lucas—For his brilliant scientific 

knowledge and enthusiasm! ! 

 

 

 

WE LOVE LEARNING continued…... 

Class 4—  The children in Class 4 have been amazing scientists this week 
and they have learnt so much about living things. As a result, they have  
carried out a minibeast hunt in the garden and around our school 
environment. They have looked at habitats and  also had a fabulous 
afternoon exploring plants in the garden with Mrs Gratton-Rayson—thank 
you so much for teaching the children and sharing your incredible 
knowledge. Class 4 also linked their English learning to a poem about living  
things and in guided reading they learnt about interesting animal 
habitations. What a superb week!  Class 5— This week, Class 5 have been 
studying materials and their properties which has linked in to their literacy 
writing on plastic pollution and their geography study on the Global 
economy. In maths, the concept of fractions has continued to be developed 
and the class have shown excellent knowledge and understanding. 

CHILDREN IN NEED— Many thanks to everyone for your 

generous donations—£206.35 was raised for the charity. 

HARVEST FOOD BANK— As a result of your very kind 

donations for the Harvest last half term, Oxspring Buddies have put 
together 19 food parcels for individuals and families in our community. The 
children in Class 4 wrote notes to go with the parcels too. Huge thanks to 
Jane Harding and Emily Gratton-Rayson for arranging this on our behalf.  

ATTENDANCE—Brilliant class attendance for last week is as 

follows: Class 1 - 100%, Class 2 –99%; Class 
3—100%; Class 4—100%; Class 5—99.7%. 
Well done and thank you Class 1, 3 and 4 
for the best attendance—you will have to 
share the attendance trophy! 

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable weekend from all staff and 
governors. 
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GOVERNOR NEWS 

NOVEMBER 2020 
On behalf of the Governors here at Oxspring Primary School,   I would 

like to take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome our new 

families, along with a belated welcome back to those of you we have 

had the pleasure of meeting before.  I would also to share with you all some updates regarding the activities of the school’s 

Governing Body in these strange and unprecedented times we find ourselves in. Like most of you, the Governors have had to find a 

‘new normal’ and adapt the way we work collectively whilst trying to maintain business as usual.  

Throughout Lockdown the Governors have continued to meet virtually, and since our last newsletter, we have welcomed several 

new Governors to the team in co-opted roles. I’d like to extend a huge welcome to both Tracy Connolly and Janice Loukes.  We now 

have a full complement of Governors who put in many hours of their own time for the benefit of the school. As many of you wil l 

appreciate, trying to continue to work collaboratively while we are all staying at home is not without its challenges, and as 

Governors we are all missing meeting in person and also more importantly, meeting the staff and children in school.  

Our role as a Governing body is predominantly  a supportive one. We look at all aspects of school life, from finance to staffing, 

standards and achievements,  to policy and planning, working alongside Mrs Irwin and the staff with the aim of improving the 

quality of education provided and raising standards. As individual Governors we all have additional responsibilities, our link 

Governor roles, to a number of subject areas and these have recently been reviewed and updated. Over the coming half term we 

will all be contacting the staff in school to look at the plans that are in place to develop these areas and how as a Governing body we 

can support them. The school website is in the process of being updated with this information so you will soon be able to see who 

we are and the roles we have on the Governing Body, although some of us are a little camera shy! Our Spring Term newsletter will 

have more information about what we’ve been doing in school and the outcomes of any meetings we have had with staff. 

I don’t think any of us could have anticipated what 2020 would bring. As Governors we could not be more proud of the way both 

the staff and your children have dealt with such an extraordinary set of circumstances. We hope that 2021 brings a gradual return 

to normality and that as a school community we can once again meet in person. In the meantime the Governors continue to work in 

our kitchens, spare bedrooms and campervans to enable the best learning outcomes for your children.  

Hannah Goldingay-Jordan  

Parent Governor  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

 Tuesday 1st December—Christmas arrives at Oxspring!  / Hepp DT in 

Class 2 

 Thursday 3rd December—whole school flu spray 

 Friday 4th December—Hepp DT in Class 1 

 Friday 11th December—Christmas Elf Day 
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PTA NEWS 
Christmas jumpers 

As we aren’t having a traditional fayre this year we thought we would try to host our 
Christmas Jumper stall on our closed PTA Facebook group instead. Please check the group for 
details of how to donate or buy pre-loved Christmas Clothing, either at school or at Leah 
Midgley’s house. 

Vinyl Window stickers—We have had a wonderful response to this – thank you! The classroom 
windows look amazing. Massive thanks to www.rewardingdesigns.co.uk for their generous donation of 
time, expertise and resources to make this possible. 

Facebook Virtual ‘Market Place’ - To say a big thank you for all the generous support we receive as a 
PTA from school families and local businesses, we want to invite those of you who would like to, to add 
a business post advertising yourselves to our PTA Facebook group on Saturday 28th or Sunday 29th 
November. Hopefully this will be a way for our wonderful community to support each other even 
further, especially at this time. 

Wentworth Pewter tree decorations—Once again this year we will be selling Oxspring School pewter 
tree decorations, kindly made and donated by www.wentworth-pewter.com Details have been posted 
to the Facebook group and an email email/letter sent home from school for anyone wishing to order. 
The decorations are £5 each with 100% of that money going to the PTA. 

Christmas Trail—Thank you to all those who are participating in the Christmas trail, Rachel and 
Ricardo Lacombe are busy creating a map! The trail will take place from Saturday 5th to Sunday 13th 
December (inclusive) and the map which will be posted to our Facebook group, or available to buy for a small fee as a 
printed copy from school. 

Christmas Raffle—We will have a slightly smaller scale, but still fabulous, raffle this year. There is a wonderful first prize 
donated by Alan and Rachel Laslett, www.realpropertyfinance.co.uk Details of all the prizes will be shared via our 
Facebook group. If you are able to donate a prize that would be very much appreciated. A letter has been sent home 
with details of how virtual e-tickets can be bought for £1 each from Friday 27th November, the raffle will be drawn on 
Friday 11th December. 

PTA AGM—Our AGM will be at 6pm on Wednesday 9th December 2020, it 
will be held virtually this year. Everyone is very welcome to attend, we will 
recap our year, discuss future plans and elect committee members. If you 
would like to attend please email the PTA for an invite link.  You can email 
oxspringpta@gmail.com for further information or if you would like to be 
involved with any of the PTA activities.  

If you haven’t joined already and would 
like to, please search for ‘Oxspring Primary 
School PTA’ on Facebook and request to 
join our closed group. 

Oxspring Primary School PTA. 

 

Wishing you a safe and happy weekend everyone. 
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