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Friday 2nd October 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Home School Reading Logs 

As you know we greatly value reading as a key life skill and are dedicated to ensuring that 

our children at Oxspring become lifelong readers. Our mission is also to ensure that all 

children become confident, fluent readers, not only to learn new 

things, but for the pleasure and excitement that reading can 

bring.   

Learning to read is one of the most important developmental 

achievements of childhood, and it sets the stage for later school 

and life success. At Oxspring, we acknowledge the importance of 

home-school reading and the impact that reading regularly at 

home has on a child’s development. Working in partnership with 

school, teachers, and 

parents/carers have an important 

role to play in helping children to become better readers, 

but also to see that reading is fun and exciting.   

In order to further raise the profile of reading and to 

support and encourage more children to read at home, we 

have developed a new reading log.  Our aim is that along with 

reading at school the children will read at least 5 times per 

week at home wherever possible. In discussion with class 

teachers, we have established a set of reading expectations 

(see below) which outline what we would encourage the children to work towards as they 

move through school.  
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We appreciate that many children will want to read more than this, and we definitely 

encourage that, but these are the minimum expectations for reading that we would be 

delighted to see in place for every child, 

To encourage children further, we are starting our ‘Hungry 

Readers’ initiative once again, where children will receive a 

house point if they read at home 5 times per week. They will 

also receive a special ticket with their name on which will go 

into a class ‘Hungry Readers’ tub. At the end of each half term, 

two names per class will be chosen at random from the tubs 

and they will receive a reading reward.  Older children, from 

Year 3 onwards, can write in their own reading logs, but we 

request that an adult signs the diary at least once per week 

please. For children in KS1, we would like adults at home to 

make a simple entry in the reading log every time their child reads. We will check the 

reading logs in school on a weekly basis and give out the appropriate house points and 

tickets.  

Also included in the reading log is a reminder of reading expectations for each class and 

a key words sheet for each year group. For Years 1 and 2, this is a list of common 

exception words and for Years 3 to 6, it is a list of the statutory spellings that the 

children are expected to be able to read and spell by the end of the year. This will help 

you to know the type of vocabulary your child should aim to read, understand, and use, 

but please remember they are end of year expectations and we don’t expect the children 

to know all of the words immediately. We will be teaching these through key word and 

spelling work within school throughout the year. A nice idea you might like to try is to 

choose one of the words per week and discuss the meaning, say it in sentences etc. For 

KS1 children, we have also included a Read, Write, Inc. sound mat which gives you the 

order in which we teach the sounds in phonics.  

 



Tips for supporting reading at home: 

Here are a few reminders for supporting reading at home: 

 For younger children, support them by telling a story 

through pictures, giving them time to talk about what 

they can see. 

 Encourage your child to give their opinions and explain 

their own ideas. 

 When reading, give your child lots of encouragement and 

praise. 

 If your child wants to read a book again, or read a 

‘simple’ book, let them. This will build confidence and 

enjoyment in books. 

 Comics and magazines can be a welcome change to stories. 

 Make sure non-fiction texts are parts of reading time – they are great for lots of 

discussion. 

 Talk about the cover, the title, the author. 

 Children like to predict what they think might happen in stories which is great for 

building imagination. Children love it when the grown-ups make their predictions 

too – especially if they’re wrong! 

 Ask them what might happen next and why something has 

happened. 

 Ask them to tell you about the story and the characters – 

what did you like? Why did … behave in that way?  

 For younger children, be patient if they get stuck. 

 For older children, have the dictionary (or google) ready for 

unfamiliar words! 

 Find quiet times and spaces to read where possible. 

  

We really hope that the children will enjoy the new reading 

diaries and take pleasure in sharing with us what they are 

reading at home. By sharing books with our children in school and at home, we are helping 

them to develop a real passion for reading that will hopefully stay with them forever!        

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or need any further 

information.  

Thank you for your continued support.              

Mrs A Tomlinson 

Reading Subject Leader        


