
From Mrs Irwin— I cannot believe that we are already at the end 

of our first half term. The last 8 weeks have gone by so quickly and it is 
incredible to reflect back on all that has been achieved. Without doubt, it 
has been, and continues to be, an extremely challenging time as we work 
within the ongoing restrictions. However, I can only say how very proud 
and impressed I am by all of our wonderful children and the way that 
they came back to school with such a positive and enthusiastic  
approach. I am also simply blown away by the way that our new starters 
have settled into school and just how much progress they have made 
over the last 8 weeks. Over my recent lesson observations,  all of the 
children in school have shown such a thirst for learning 
and superb resilience which is simply fantastic!  I must 
give my heartfelt thanks to our amazing staff team who 
continue to work so tirelessly and creatively to make 
learning so much fun. The staff and I are very sad to be 
saying goodbye to Mr Garlick who has contributed so 
much to school during his time in post and he will be 
greatly missed. I would like to wish him the very best of 
luck in his next steps.  Many thanks must also go to our wonderfully 
supportive governors who continue to work so hard for our school, albeit 
remotely at this time. Finally, I must also thank you, our incredible 
families for all your support and generosity throughout these difficult 
times. I hope that you enjoy watching the Harvest videos which have 
been uploaded to our PTA Facebook Page and will be put onto our 
website—the children have loved singing for you! (Please note that the 
hall displays behind the videos are being renewed!!). We have already 
got lots of donations for our foodbank and you have also raised an 
impressive £314.16 for the Macmillan Charity. Thank you so much for 
helping to make a difference! Tomorrow is INSET day, so I look forward 
to seeing everyone back on Monday 2nd November. Wishing you a safe 
and restful half term break.  

WE LOVE LEARNING—Class 1  - Class 1 have really enjoyed 

being paleontologists this week.  They have searched through different 
rocks to find fossils and have made close observations and drawings of 
their findings.  Class 1 have also carefully dug up dinosaur skeletons in 
the outdoor area and identified the dinosaurs from their different 
features!; Class 2 - This week, Class 2 have been learning all about 
human and physical features in the UK. We sorted out different 
landmarks using geographical language, and talked about some of the 
landmarks we had visited – including the Angel of the North! After 
learning about the Great Fire of London, the class wanted to know more 
about fire fighters and people who help us now. This curiosity led to 

some fantastic independent writing about what a fire fighter does! ; 
Class 3—Class 3 have had a great week! We have been busy writing 
about another prehistoric beast called an ‘Andrewsarchus’! We have also 
learnt lots about different types of rocks and know how sedimentary, 
igneous and metamorphic rocks are formed. On Wednesday, Class 3 
made some pewter necklaces by melting the pewter over the fire and 
also made some Bronze age style clay pots. Thank you Emily for a superb 
day!  Class 4—This week we have been doing lots of super learning! We 
have been using the column method in Maths to add 3 and 4 digit 
numbers. In English, we have been writing instructions and retelling a 
story. We also had great fun practising and recording our Harvest song – 

we hope everyone loves it! ; Class 5— Class 5 have completed their 

excellent topic on the Benin Kingdom which has allowed them to discuss 
and reflect upon the issues surrounding the British Empire. This has also 
linked wonderfully to our focus on Black History Month. Class 5 have 
been superstar learners and we are very proud of all that they have 
achieved over the last half term. 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  -  Meet our excellent learners who 

should be very proud of their achievements. This week, the teachers  have 

chosen two children from each class who have made excellent progress and 

displayed super attitudes  over the last half term.  Well done everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 1:  Ethan—For superb enthusiasm ; Emmy—For  being caring and hard 
working; Class 2:  James—For super Harvest singing; Isla—For fantastic 
maths learning ; Class 3:  Charlie—For excellent maths work ; Evelyn—For; 
super attitudes to reading Class 4: Beau—For super maths learning; Ava— 
magnificent maths work; Class 5:   Henry— For a fantastic effort and 
commitment to learning; Freya—For being a superb role model 

GARDEN NEWS—I just wanted to say an enormous thank you to 

Oxspring School for allowing the school garden to be 
creative and a little adventurous in our sessions. I would also 
like to thank Mrs Wright and Mrs Kaye for a wonderful day 
with the incredible Class 3! It was such a joy to teach them 

all about pewter casting as part of their Bronze Age topic this 
week. The children were so open and enthusiastic to learn and 
their giggles and smiles when they discovered what they had 
made was a joy!  I don’t mean to be gushy……but it’s been such a 
difficult year and our amazing Head and Oxspring teaching staff 

have ensured that the children have been able to come to a happy, safer 
and kind school. Last but not least, a whopping big ‘thank you’ to 
Wentworth Pewter!  Without your generous donation of lovely pewter we 
would not have been able to run the smelting workshop… I am going now…. 
you will be relieved to hear, so hope despite a tier 3 you have a fun, cosy 
adventurous half term. Emily Gratton –Rayson 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT— This week’s superstar…. 

ATTENDANCE— Class 1 –99%; Class 2 98.1%; Class 3—96.7%; Class 

4—99.1% Class 5—98.5% Well done to Class 4 for achieving the highest 
attendance this week.  Thank you to everyone for your excellent 
attendance this half term. 

Please note that we will send Parents’ evening appointments during 
tomorrow’s INSET day. 

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable half term from all staff and governors. 
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ELISE — We are so incredibly proud 

of our superstar ice skater Elise in Class 5 

who has recently been awarded her level 

6 qualification! Wow Elise—we are so 

impressed and your family are very proud 

of you too!  


