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18th September 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Face Masks in School 

We have a number of children who have started wearing face masks inside the classroom. Firstly 

we would like to update you on the latest Government advice about the use of face coverings in 

school which clear states that primary school children do not need to wear a face covering. 

Please see DFE guidance https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-

education/face-coverings-in-education 

 

DFE guidance 

 

The DFE states that the government is not recommending universal use of face coverings in 

all schools. Schools that teach children in years 7 and above and which are not under specific 

local restriction measures will have the discretion to require face coverings for pupils, staff and 

visitors in areas outside the classroom where social distancing cannot easily be maintained, such 

as corridors and communal areas and it has been deemed appropriate in those circumstances. 

Primary school children will not need to wear a face covering.  

 

It is vital that face coverings are worn correctly and that clear instructions are provided to 

staff, children and young people on how to put on, remove, store and dispose of face 

coverings, to avoid inadvertently increasing the risks of transmission.  

 

The DFE goes on to say that on the basis of current evidence, in light of the mitigating measures 

education settings are taking, and the negative impact on communication, face coverings will not 

generally be necessary in the classroom even where social distancing is not possible. There is 

greater use of the system of controls for minimising risk, including through keeping in small and 

consistent groups or bubbles, and greater scope for physical distancing by staff within 

classrooms. Face coverings can have a negative impact on learning and teaching and so their 

use in the classroom should be avoided 

 

Use of face coverings at school 

Based on this current government guidance, we do not feel it is necessary for face masks to be 

worn in school due to the reasons given above. In line with the health and safety legislation, we 

have a wide range of preventative measures in place which can be seen on our risk assessment 

which is on our school website. If any parent / carer feels strongly that their child should wear 

a face mask, please contact the school office for further guidance. 

 

Many thanks. 

Kind regards 

Sharon Irwin 
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