
Sheffield Road, Oxspring, Sheffield, S36 8YW 
tel: 01226 763020 fax: 01226 763020 
email: s.irwin@oxspring primary.co.uk 
 
Headteacher: Mrs Sharon Irwin 

 

 
 

3rd September 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Governor Welcome Back 

We do hope you managed to enjoy the summer break despite the travel restrictions and limited availability of 

holiday destinations and activities. On behalf of all the governors “welcome back” to a new school year which 

hopefully return to some semblance of normality. 

However, certain restrictions remain and Mrs Irwin and her staff have set our very clear defined expectations for 

us all to follow which are based on government guidance and advice from Public Health England. Naturally, with 

Mrs Irwin we will continue to monitor the situation. 

The school has been carefully organised and risk assessed to ensure everyone is fully aware of what to do and 

where to go. This will ensure that pupils can enjoy their learning with each other in an environment which is as 

safe, inclusive and secure as it can be. It will be so good to see the out of school club resuming and of course to 

welcome our new starters taking part in their two week transition. Naturally it will take us time to settle into this 

alternative way of learning and the priority of the governors will be to focus on recovery and adjustment. 

Over the past year you have been incredibly supportive and staff have gone well beyond that extra mile to ensure 

the school has provided a high standard of care and guidance for every child. We have every confidence that this 

will continue. 

As well as the challenge of sustaining a safe environment during the pandemic, the school like many organisations 

will also be facing the issue of financial sustainability over the coming years. Being a small rural school we do not 

receive the same level of funding as other schools which are located in urban and more socially congested areas. 

Therefore we need to plan accordingly in terms of ensuring we can sustain pupil numbers and retain highly qualified 

and experienced staff. 

This will be a major piece of work for governors over the coming year and so we are intending to widen the 

experience and knowledge of the governing body by co-opting governors who have financial and business 

experience. As we have already reached our quota of parent governors, we need to extend our search into the 

wider community. If you are aware of someone who is not a parent and would be prepared to become a co-opted 

governor please get in touch with either myself or Mrs Irwin. 

We are also mindful that some of our families are struggling with the financial impact of this pandemic as their 

income has been reduced due to either job loss or less working hours. If this is happening to your family then let 

the school office know as your children may be entitled to free school meals. Please don’t be embarrassed as your 

enquiry will be handled with sensitivity and in confidence. 

We very much appreciate and welcome the genuine support you continuously give to the school. Our priority is to 

ensure the school and you, our parents, feel fully supported and informed. 

With warmest regards 

Mike Cassidy   Gemma Mahoney 

Chair of Governors  Vice- Chair of Governors 
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