
Autumn 1 2020 News Letter 

 Class 5  

Welcome to class 5 

A huge welcome back to class 5 for many children and it is lovely to have all of year 5 in our class 

this year also. Undeniably, this has been a more challenging return for many children given the 

time spent away from school but I am absolutely delighted with how the children have settled 

back into the daily routine. Clearly, changes to the classroom arrangement have needed to be 

made to allow as many children to be forward facing but this is working well so far. We have put 

plans in place to support children with lost learning whilst ensuring new learning and deeper 

understanding of concepts is provided. I appreciate I am not able to see as many parents before 

and after school as before so please do not hesitate to contact myself or Mrs Bower should you 

have any questions or concerns.   Mrs Rolling and Mrs Bower  

  h.rolling@oxspringprimary.co.uk 

Topic- The Benin Kingdom 

As historians we will: 

• Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past. 

• Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices. 

• Use sources of information to form testable hypotheses about the past 

• Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order to justify claims about the past. 

• Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and how historians must understand the social 

context of evidence studied. 

• Understand that no single source of evidence gives the full answer to questions about the past. 

•  Refine lines of enquiry as appropriate. 

•  Compare some of the times studied with those of the other areas of interest around the world.  

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society. 

• Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences 

of men, women and children 

• Use dates and terms accurately in describing events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

We will be using a new approach to the teaching of writing this year which has been developed by the 

literacy consultant Jane Corsidine. The scheme provides additional support for children whilst allowing 

more able writers to further develop their skills across a range of genres. The areas of focus continue to 

be: 

 Transcription- to present neatly, spell correctly and punctuate accurately 

 Composition –to write with purpose, use imaginative description, organise writing and use sentences 

appropriately 

 Analysis and presentation – To review and edit writing and to present writing for a wider audience 

To develop and improve these elements of writing we will 

• Write an adventure story 

• Write a Newspaper report 

The skills of writing will also be developed through our wider curriculum areas such as topic, science and 

RE. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy – Morning learning 

Numeracy begins with morning learning at 8:45am. Please an all children be at school for this time as results 

have shown that this extra reinforcement of mathematical concepts has a significant and positive impact on 

children’s attainment. 

Numeracy – Objectives 

Week 1-3 

Reading, ordering and comparing numbers to 1 million (year 6 10 million) 

Rounding numbers to 1 million (year 6 ten million) 

Calculating with negative numbers (year 6 applying negative numbers in context) 

Week 4-6 

Multiplying by double digit numbers (Year 6 long multiplication) 

Dividing numbers and interpreting remainders (year 6 long division) 

Identifying factors and prime numbers 

Multiplying by 10,100 and 1000 

Week 7-8 

Adding and subtracting fractions (year 6 multiple fractions with different denominators) 

Dividing fractions 

Multiplying fractions by integers 

Multiplying two fractions ( year 6) 

Dividing fractions 

 

Home learning 

Home learning is to be actively encouraged to support closing the gaps from lost time at school and 

also to support children to meet the expectations of secondary school. MyMaths will be set weekly 

and children should complete homework tasks from the homework grid for the half term. 

 

Reading 

Reading will be delivered via a whole class guided reading approach using the class text as a comprehension activity 

twice weekly and three linked texts from a range of genres will be used 3x weekly. Where children need additional 

support with reading (decoding or comprehension) they will also receive 1:1 reading sessions. All children have been 

issued with a new book (or have brought an age appropriate novel from home). I cannot stress enough the importance of 

encouraging reading at home and discussing the book in terms of context and vocabulary regularly at home. Children 

should have their book in school at all times as time will be set aside for quite individual reading during the day. 

Spellings 

Spellings will be sent home each Monday and will be written in the children’s blue spelling book along with the spellings 

set each week on spelling shed to practise. In addition to the actual spelling of the words these are other ways to help 

your child will spellings: 

Encourage your child to use the word in a sentence 

Discuss the spelling rules for the words (what makes a word tricky to spell?) 

Make up rhymes, sayings etc. to help to remember the spellings 

Where appropriate challenge children to find as many synonyms or antonyms for the words 

 



Art 

This half term we will focus on drawing and developing pencil skills to produce art work inspired by our topics. 

As artists we will:  

• Use a variety of techniques to add interesting effects (e.g. reflections, shadows, direction of sunlight). 

• Use a choice of techniques to depict movement, perspective, shadows and reflection. 

• Choose a style of drawing suitable for the work (e.g. realistic or impressionistic). 

• Use lines to represent movement. 

 

PE 

Class 5 will have PE on Thursday and Friday afternoon with Mr Stratford the focus for this half term will be striking 

and fielding  games. We are asking for children to come to school in school PE kit on Thursdays and Fridays to reduce 

any contact given the size of the class and the limited space available in the KS2 building. Please ensure that children 

only come in school PE kit and that it is appropriate for the weather forecast for the day. 

In PE we will: 

• Choose and combine techniques in game situations (running, throwing, catching, passing, jumping and kicking, etc.). 

• Work alone, or with team mates in order to gain points or possession. 

• Strike a bowled or volleyed ball with accuracy. 

• Use forehand and backhand when playing racket games. 

• Field, defend and attack tactically by anticipating the direction of play. 

• Choose the most appropriate tactics for a game. 

• Uphold the spirit of fair play and respect in all competitive situations. 

• Lead others when called upon and act as a good role model within a team. 

 

 

Science 

In science our topic is Living things and their habitats- Life cycles 

As a scientists we will: 

 describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird 

 describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals  

Working scientifically we will: 

 be planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and 

controlling variables where necessary 

 be taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and 

precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate 

 be recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, 

classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs 

 be using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests 

 be reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and 

explanations of and degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as displays and other 

presentations 

vi. identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments 


