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28th August 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers 

August Updates – Full Reopening Plans for September 2020 

I hope that this letter finds you and your family well and that you are all having a wonderful summer. I am having a really lovely 

summer, which was made even more special when I received a call from my eldest daughter (Emma) saying that she had got 

engaged! Happy times ahead with wedding planning. 

As the start of September is nearly upon us, we are busy preparing for the full reopening of school and we are all really excited 

and looking forward to welcoming everyone back in all classes!  On 17th August, the Government launched their back to school 

campaign to reassure families that schools and colleges are ready for their return in September.  Parents / carers are 

encouraged to visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-

providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak for updated information and practical guidance to 

help families plan for their children’s return to school.   

The risk assessment for the full reopening is on our website and outlines the latest control measures needed. It will continue to be updated in line with 

changes to national guidance and our plans will be subject to the close monitoring of conditions at both a national and local level. In consultation with 

the Governing Body, we will continue to risk assess the safety of our provision on a regular basis and will contact families if any changes need to be 

made as soon as is practically possible.  Please note at the end of this letter (from page 5) I have provided you with the latest key advice from 

the Government regarding the control measures needed to be taken by schools and what to do if there are suspected cases of COVID. Although 

this is lengthy, please can you take the time to read this for your information. Many thanks. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
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In order to support your planning for the full reopening of school, please see a reminder of the key information which we shared at the end of July:  

Specific 

aspect 

Details 

Attendance School attendance is compulsory from the beginning of the autumn term and will be closely monitored in line with statutory guidance.  

Can you please inform the school office if your child has any medical conditions that we are not currently aware of which may impact 

on their attendance. Can you also let the school office know if your child is unable to attend school by 9.30am each day and the 

reason for their absence. 

Punctuality  Arrival / pick up times are detailed below for each class. Please can you support us by keeping to the exact timings to minimise 

contact between different groups. Late arrivals will be recorded and monitored in line with statutory guidance.  

Groupings Your child will remain in their own class bubbles, with class teacher and TA /s. Staff moving between bubbles will be limited. 

Plans to minimise contact between bubbles will be implemented through the use of staggered start/ finish times, playground zones 

and lunchtime rotas.  

Where it is age appropriate, classrooms will be organised so that, wherever possible, children will be forward facing in order to 

minimise the risk of any infection. Each child will use the same space every day. Classrooms will be thoroughly cleaned on at least a 

daily basis.  

Staffing We are delighted to report that all staff will be back to school in September. 

School 

uniform 

School uniform will be back to normal expectations in September please. Could we please ask that each item of clothing is labelled 

to avoid an abundance of lost property items. 

PE Kit PE kit expectations will also be back to normal.  Individual class teachers will be in touch regarding PE times and expectations for 

changing for PE. 

Equipment Class 1, 2 and 3 - Resources will be provided. 

Class 4 and 5 - In order to follow DFE guidance and to ensure that all children have access to their own equipment, could we please 

ask that your child brings in their own pencil case (plain and flat to fit in a tray) with pencil, rubber, pencil sharpener, glue stick, 

colouring pencils. Individual Class teachers will provide further details with age specific resource requests. Many thanks in 

advance of your support with this.   

If you are unable to provide resources, please do be reassured that your child will have access to their own resources from school. 

Book Bags Book bags can now be brought back into school for reading books, homework etc. These can be purchased from the office for £4.50. 

Water 

bottles 

Labelled water bottles need to be brought into school each day (washed and cleaned each night). Bottles can be bought from office 

for £1.25 
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Curriculum We will provide a return to our broad and engaging curriculum, with an increased focus on reading, writing, phonics, spellings and 

maths skills. These skills will also be further embedded within our wider curriculum offer. Oxspring Minds will continue to raise the 

profile of the five ways to emotional health and wellbeing. 

Additional 

support 

As the children arrive back in school, we will assess and review all children’s progress and provide access to additional support and 

intervention as required. Please continue to support us by encouraging your child to read / share a book every day. 

Homework Weekly homework expectations will continue along with half termly topic projects. Individual class teachers will inform you of 

homework expectations at the start of September. 

School meals 

/ lunchtime 

provision 

The initial temporary menus will be reviewed in mid-September. Lunches will continue to be served in class bubbles / in the Hall 

(staggered approach) initially and will be regularly reviewed in line with health and safety guidance. SMSAs will be assigned to 

individual class bubbles. 

Milk Is available to order from www.freshpastures.co.uk  

Out of School 

Club 

Our Out of School Club will resume in September, with access to the Hall to minimise contact between class bubbles. Please contact 

the office if you require further details. 

Extra- 

curricular 

clubs 

We will review our offer in September and where possible offer class bubble clubs if space allows. 

Playtimes Playtimes will take place in our current zoned areas – one for each class bubble. Play equipment will provided for each class bubble 

and will be cleaned regularly in line with the DFE guidance. 

Music Ukulele will start in the second week in September for Class 4. 

All other peripatetic music provision – we will update you when we have clarification from Barnsley Music Service 

Choir – Will have to be cancelled until health and safety guidance allows group singing 

Swimming  The plan is for swimming to take place for Class 4 in the spring term, subject to health and safety guidance. 

Contact 

details 

Could you please inform the office if you have any change in your personal contact details as soon as possible so that we can update 

our records accordingly. 

Access to 

school office  

Access to the school office will continue to be limited and contact should be via email or phone call please. If you do need to come 

into school, please phone 01226 763020 to make an appointment. 

Arrival and 

collection 

procedures 

 

Please note the arrival and collection times and access points below:  

(If you have a child in another class, please arrive at your eldest child’s time on the rota for drop off and collection and 

please use the front gate entrance) 

 It is essential that all children/parents socially distance during these transition periods. 

 Please note only one parent/carer should drop off/pick up each day to minimise the number of adults on site. 

http://www.freshpastures.co.uk/
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 All children must arrive on time to ensure there is no overlap with other classes. 

 Please do not come any earlier than the allocated start time, so that social distancing is adhered to. 

 Our current one way system at the front of school will continue, which means that one parent / carer and their child / 

children will be required to enter through the designated gate. 

 Front gates to be used for Class 1, 2 and 4. 

 Back gate for Class 3 and 5 – please ensure safe social distancing as space is limited. 

 Front gate to be used if you have children in more than one class please. 

 If using the front gate, please line up in the socially distanced drop off zones (ie the area with the class lines and now with 

distanced ‘spots’ on the floor).  Class 4 will use the zone near to the astro turf. 

 We strongly recommend that the children in Class 4 and 5 come into the school premises independently please, once 

they have got used to the new systems. 

 White markings are currently on the playground showing the one-way system at the front of school. 

 Myself and several members of staff will be on hand to greet the children each morning and to explain the procedures. 

 Parents / carers will not be able to enter the classrooms with the staff. Instead they should leave the playground, following 

the one-way system and out of the large front gates (near to the bus stop).  

 The same one-way system will apply to pick up times. Please wait in the pick-up zone (on the socially distanced spots) and 

the children will be brought out to you. 

 To limit the amount of parents on the playground at any one time, punctuality for both start and finish times is 

crucial please, so many thanks in advance for your support and understanding with this. 

 We are delighted that Mrs Hart will resume her school crossing patrol at the start and the end of each day! 

Class start 

and finish 

times 

 

Class Drop Off time Pick up  time Access 

Class 1 9.00am 3.10pm Front gate 

Class 2 8.50am 3.20pm Front gate 

Class 3 8.55am 3.20pm Back gate 

Class 4 8.45am 3.30pm Front gate 

Class 5 8.45am 3.30pm Back gate 

 

Please arrive on time to ensure that we are able to limit numbers. As stated above, if you have a child / children in other classes 

please drop off and pick up all your children at the time of your eldest child’s rota and use the front gate. 
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Full reopening DFE System of Control Measures  

The following information from the DFE document for the full reopening of schools updated on 7th August 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools)  provides 

parents / carers with an overview of statutory control measures. We will ensure that families are provided with any updates to this guidance as soon 

as possible. 

Prevention 

1. Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone 

in their household who does/do not attend school. 

 Ensuring that pupils, staff and other adults do not come into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or have tested 

positive in at least the last 10 days, and ensuring anyone developing those symptoms during the school day is sent home, are essential actions 

to reduce the risk in schools and further drive down transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 All schools must follow this process and ensure all staff are aware of it. 

 If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal 

sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they must be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or 

confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’, which sets out that they should self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to have 

a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 If they have tested positive whilst not experiencing symptoms but develop symptoms during the isolation period, they should restart the 10 

day isolation period from the day they develop symptoms.  

 Other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had 

symptoms. 

 If a child is awaiting collection, they should be moved, if possible, to a room where they can be isolated behind a closed door, depending on 

the age and needs of the child, with appropriate adult supervision if required. Ideally, a window should be opened for ventilation. If it is not 

possible to isolate them, move them to an area which is at least 2 metres away from other people. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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 If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they should use a separate bathroom if possible. The bathroom must be 

cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products before being used by anyone else. PPE must be worn by staff caring for the child 

while they await collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained (such as for a very young child or a child with complex needs).  

 As is usual practice, in an emergency, call 999 if someone is seriously ill or injured or their life is at risk. Anyone with coronavirus (COVID-

19) symptoms should not visit the GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or a hospital. 

 Any members of staff who have helped someone with symptoms and any pupils who have been in close contact with them do not need to go 

home to self-isolate unless they develop symptoms themselves (in which case, they should arrange a test) or if the symptomatic person 

subsequently tests positive (see below) or they have been requested to do so by NHS Test and Trace. 

 Everyone must wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with soap and running water or use hand sanitiser after any contact with someone 

who is unwell. The area around the person with symptoms must be cleaned with normal household bleach after they have left to reduce the 

risk of passing the infection on to other people.  

 Public Health England is clear that routinely taking the temperature of pupils is not recommended as this is an unreliable method for 

identifying coronavirus (COVID-19). 

2. Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual 

 Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an easy virus to kill when it is on skin. This can be done with soap and running water or hand sanitiser. Schools 

must ensure that pupils clean their hands regularly, including when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they change 

rooms and before and after eating. Regular and thorough hand cleaning is going to be needed for the foreseeable future.  

 Small children and pupils with complex needs should continue to be helped to clean their hands properly. Skin friendly skin cleaning wipes can 

be used as an alternative 

 Build these routines into school culture, supported by behaviour expectations and help ensure younger children and those with complex needs 

understand the need to follow them 

3. Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

 The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important, so schools must ensure that they have enough tissues and bins available 

in the school to support pupils and staff to follow this routine. As with hand cleaning, schools must ensure younger children and those with 

complex needs are helped to get this right, and all pupils understand that this is now part of how school operates.  
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 Face masks - Public Health England does not (based on current evidence) recommend the use of face coverings in schools. This 

evidence will be kept under review. They are not required in schools as pupils and staff are mixing in consistent groups, and because misuse 

may inadvertently increase the risk of transmission. There may also be negative effects on communication and thus education. Face coverings 

are required at all times on public transport (except children under the age of 11), when attending a hospital as a visitor or outpatient, or 

when in a shop or a supermarket. 

4. Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and bleach 

 Put in place a cleaning schedule that ensures cleaning is generally enhanced and includes: more frequent cleaning of rooms and shared areas 

that are used by different groups; frequently touched surfaces being cleaned more often than normal; toilets will need to be cleaned regularly 

and pupils must be encouraged to clean their hands thoroughly after using the toilet - different groups being allocated their own toilet blocks 

could be considered but is not a requirement if the site does not allow for it. 

5. Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible 

 Minimising contacts and mixing between people reduces transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). This is important in all contexts, and schools 

must consider how to implement this. Schools must do everything possible to minimise contacts and mixing while delivering a broad and balanced 

curriculum. 

 The overarching principle to apply is reducing the number of contacts between children, staff and parents / carers. This can be achieved 

through keeping groups separate (in ‘bubbles’) and through maintaining distance between individuals.  

 It is likely that for younger children the emphasis will be on separating groups, and for older children it will be on distancing. For children old 

enough, they should also be supported to maintain distance and not touch staff where possible. 

6. Where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) 

 The majority of staff in education settings will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their work. PPE is only needed in a 

very small number of cases, including: where an individual child or young person becomes ill with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms while at 

schools, and only then if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained or where a child or young person already has routine intimate care needs 

that involves the use of PPE, in which case PPE should continue to be used. 
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Response to any infection 

7. Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process 

 Schools must ensure they understand the NHS Test and Trace process and how to contact their local Public Health England health 

protection team. Schools must ensure that staff members and parents/carers understand that they will need to be ready and willing to: 

 book a test if they or their child are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into the school if they have symptoms, 

and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in school.  

 All children can be tested, including children under 5, but children aged 11 and under will need to be helped by their 

parents/carers if using a home testing kit. 

 provide details of anyone they or their child have been in close contact with if they were to test positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 

or if asked by NHS Test and Trace 

 self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), or if anyone in their 

household develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests can be booked online through the NHS testing 

and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for those without access to the internet. Essential workers, which 

includes anyone involved in education or childcare, have priority access to testing. 

The government will ensure that it is as easy as possible to get a test through a wide range of routes that are locally accessible, fast and 

convenient. We will release more details on new testing avenues as and when they become available and will work with schools so they understand 

what the quickest and easiest way is to get a test. By the autumn term, all schools will be provided with a small number of home testing kits 

that they can give directly to parents/carers collecting a child who has developed symptoms at school, or staff who have developed symptoms 

at school, where they think providing one will significantly increase the likelihood of them getting tested. Advice will be provided alongside 

these kits. 
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Schools should ask parents and staff to inform them immediately of the results of a test: 

 if someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus (COVID-19), they can stop self-

isolating. They could still have another virus, such as a cold or flu – in which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until 

they are better. Other members of their household can stop self-isolating. 

 if someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 

(COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms and then return 

to school only if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia 

can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day when they first became ill. If they 

still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to normal. Other members of their 

household should continue self-isolating for the full 14 days. 

8. Manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community 

 Schools must take swift action when they become aware that someone who has attended has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-

19). Schools should contact the local health protection team. This team will also contact schools directly if they become aware that 

someone who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) attended the school – as identified by NHS Test and Trace. 

 The health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close contact with the person during the 

period that they were infectious, and ensure they are asked to self-isolate. 

 The health protection team will work with schools in this situation to guide them through the actions they need to take. Based on the 

advice from the health protection team, schools must send home those people who have been in close contact with the person 

who has tested positive, advising them to self-isolate for 14 days since they were last in close contact with that person when 

they were infectious.  

Close contact means: 

 direct close contacts - face to face contact with an infected individual for any length of time, within 1 metre, including being coughed 

on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected physical contact (skin-to-skin) 

 proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) with an infected individual 

 travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person 
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 The health protection team will provide definitive advice on who must be sent home. To support them in doing so, we recommend schools 

keep a record of pupils and staff in each group, and any close contact that takes places between children and staff in different groups. 

This should be a proportionate recording process. Schools do not need to ask pupils to record everyone they have spent time with each 

day or ask staff to keep definitive records in a way that is overly burdensome.  

 Schools must not share the names or details of people with coronavirus (COVID-19) unless essential to protect others. 

 Household members of those contacts who are sent home do not need to self-isolate themselves unless the child, young person or staff 

member who is self-isolating subsequently develops symptoms.  

 If someone in a class or group that has been asked to self-isolate develops symptoms themselves within their 14-day isolation 

period they should follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’. 

 They should get a test, and: 

 if the test delivers a negative result, they must remain in isolation for the remainder of the 14-day isolation period. This is because 

they could still develop the coronavirus (COVID-19) within the remaining days. 

 if the test result is positive, they should inform their setting immediately, and should isolate for at least 10 days from the 

onset of their symptoms (which could mean the self-isolation ends before or after the original 14-day isolation period). Their 

household should self-isolate for at least 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, following ‘stay at 

home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’  

 

 Schools should not request evidence of negative test results or other medical evidence before admitting children or welcoming them 

back after a period of self-isolation. 

9. Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice 

 If schools have two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence where coronavirus (COVID-19) is 

suspected, they may have an outbreak, and must continue to work with their local health protection team who will be able to advise if 

additional action is required. 

 In some cases, health protection teams may recommend that a larger number of other pupils self-isolate at home as a precautionary 

measure – perhaps the whole site or year group. If schools are implementing controls from this list, addressing the risks they have 
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identified and therefore reducing transmission risks, whole school closure based on cases within the school will not generally be 

necessary, and should not be considered except on the advice of health protection teams. 

 In consultation with the local Director of Public Health, where an outbreak in a school is confirmed, a mobile testing unit may be 

dispatched to test others who may have been in contact with the person who has tested positive. Testing will first focus on the person’s 

class, followed by their year group, then the whole school if necessary, in line with routine public health outbreak control practice. 

If you have any questions about any of the information detailed above, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

I hope that you enjoy the last few days before school starts and have a lovely August Bank Holiday weekend. I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 

2nd September 2020. Until then, please stay safe and well.  

Warmest regards 

Sharon Irwin 

 

 

 


