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1st July 2020 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

July updates 

 

I hope that you and your families are staying well. I cannot believe that we are in July already and 

that the end of term is just a few weeks away. 

 

Staying connected 

Firstly, the staff and I wanted to say an enormous ‘thank you’ to everyone who has been along to 

the ‘keeping in touch’ sessions and for the positive feedback that we have received. It has been 

lovely to have an opportunity to stay connected and to see more children in school, albeit briefly. 

Thank you also to the children who are currently attending in their different bubbles, who have 

adapted amazingly well to the current new normal at school. As always, thank you so much to all 

of our families who continue to provide such incredible support with home learning. What you 

manage to achieve at home is just wonderful – thank you!  

 

Staying Active 

Next week, as part of our Oxspring Minds focus on the 5 ways to wellbeing, the theme is ‘Staying 

Active’. Along with the home learning packs, we will send home plans for our virtual sports week, 

which will include a range of sports day type activities for the children to do at both home and at 

school. We will encourage the children to take part in the events wearing their house colours and 

accrue points for their house teams. We will collate points at the end of the week, so that we can 

add them to the house totals for the rest of the year and find out who the winning house is at 

the end of term. The Year 6 House Captains will then be on hand to collect the trophy on behalf 

of their team during the last week at school. 

 

So, if your child is in school next week, please can they wear clothes in their house colours 

on the days that they are in, if at all possible. If you do not know your child’s house colour, 

please contact their class teacher. 

 

End of reports 

In line with statutory guidance, we will be sending our end of year reports home on Friday 10th 

July. The DFE guidance has been updated to support teachers to prepare annual reports for 

parents following the cancellation of this year’s primary assessments, and partial school closures, 

due to COVID-19. The guidance confirms that regulations have removed the requirement to report 

on national curriculum assessments and attendance. This year’s format for children in Year 1 to 6 

is therefore a streamlined report, which focuses on your child’s progress in reading, writing and 

maths, along with the wider curriculum. The report for the children in Reception will outline an 

overview of your child in relation to the characteristics of effective learning (i.e. playing and 

exploring, active learning and creating and thinking critically), as well as celebrating their 

achievements in learning. You will also be provided with an opportunity to contact the class teacher 

with any questions that you may want to 

discuss about the report. 
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Transition 

During the last week of term, new email groups will be set up with your child’s new class teacher. 

Throughout the week, the children will have an opportunity to meet their new class teacher 

virtually and will complete a range of transition activities in order to get to know each other more. 

We are also planning a ‘dancing on the playground session’ for all year groups in the last week 

(weather dependent). Further details will be sent shortly, but this will also enable all children 

from all year groups to have a final ‘staying connected’ session before we start the summer 

holidays, if they want to do so. When we return in September, we will also ensure that time is 

built in to further support the children’s emotional health and wellbeing through the period of 

transition.  

 

Summer learning 

At the end of term, we will send reminders of useful websites and links for any families wanting 

to continue with their home schooling over the summer. We will also send information about 

summer reading challenges. 

 

Year 6 leavers 

We will be very sad to say ‘goodbye’ to our Year 6 leavers on 17th July. As we have been unable to 

carry out our usual range of leaving events for our Year 6 children, we have arranged a socially 

distanced summer disco and pizza night for them, which is being funded by the PTA. We will also 

be in touch with our Year 6 parents about plans for the last day of term. In the autumn term, we 

will plan a ’reunion Oxspars evening’ when we are able to, for all Year 6 children and their families. 

 

September  

We are still waiting for further guidance from the Government regarding final plans for the 

reopening of schools for all pupils in September. This is due out later this week and I will update 

you accordingly. In the meantime, we will continue to plan for a full reopening for all classes, linked 

to our ongoing risk assessments. After the summer break which starts at 3.30pm on Friday 17th 

July, school re-opens on Wednesday 2nd September. 

 

Uniform  

We will be returning to school uniform from September. School uniform can be ordered online at 

Vortex https://www.vortexschoolwear.co.uk/Primary-Schools/Oxspring-Primary-School/. 

Delivery can be arranged for home / school office or collection from the Vortex premises (see 

address on their website). Please find a copy of our school uniform expectations attached. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Take care and stay safe and well. 

Warmest regards  

Sharon Irwin   
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