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3rd June 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

 

Wider Phased Reopening of Schools Updates 

 

I hope that you are all doing well and made the most of the sunny weather over the last few days. 

I am writing to update you about our plans for the wider reopening of schools, which have been 

communicated with the key worker parents and those parents who requested places from the 

start of June.   

 

Following the wide range of Government guidance, we have spent the last few weeks completing 

our risk assessments and action planning in order to ensure that our provision is safe to welcome 

more children. We have also spent a great deal of time looking at the practicalities attached to 

the wider phased re-opening of school for the priority year groups, alongside increasing provision 

for the children of key (critical) workers. This week has seen the wider opening to a larger group 

of key worker children and we have been at full capacity in the Hall with 15 places. 

 

We have based our planning for the next steps in June on the responses that we received from 

the parents in the priority year groups. I am sure you will appreciate that with a small school such 

as ours, and with the small number of staff that we have to support this approach, it has proven 

to be a logistical challenge.   

 

The classrooms have been reconfigured in 

light of the health and safety guidance and 

‘bubbles’ have been established for the 

priority groups. The classrooms have also 

been set up with individual learning packs for 

each child. A one-way system for drop off 

and collection has been put in place, along with playground zones for each group for fire drills, 

and a one-way system in the main building. Only one parent / carer is able to access the premises 

for drop off and pick up times to minimise contact at transition times. 

 

Capacity and bubbles 

 

The capacity we have based on the Government guidance is as follows: 

1. Reception in Class 1 – 11 places ( 14 places out of 20 have been requested including key 

worker children) 

2. Year 1 in Class 2 – 12 places (11 places out of 17 have been requested including key worker 

children) 

3. Year 6 in Class 5 – 14 places (14 places out of 20 have been requested including key 

worker children. 

4. The key worker children from Year 2,3,4 and 5 will be based in Class 4 and the Hall, 

depending on numbers each day. These 

numbers fluctuate in line with key 
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workers’ work rotas. Class 4 has capacity for a maximum 

of 8 children under the guidance, and the Hall has 

capacity for 15 children. 

 

Staffing 

 

We have tried to ensure that we maintain a consistency in the 

staff working within each bubble across school, wherever this is reasonably practicable, but due 

to the part time work rotas of some staff, this is not always possible. All available staff have 

been deployed across the 4 bubbles listed above. We will ensure that staffing within each bubble 

is consistent and that transition for adults between bubbles is kept to an absolute minimum.  The 

lead teachers in each of the 4 bubbles are: 

 Reception – Mrs Darigala / Mrs Reeve 

 Year 1 – Miss Grobler 

 Year 6 – Mrs Rolling 

 Year 2,3, 4 and 5 key worker group – Mrs Wright and Mr Garlick 

Teaching assistants are also allocated to the bubbles above, in line with their part time hours, 

remaining as consistent as reasonably possible. 

 

In addition, Mrs Tomlinson and Miss Shaw will continue to shield and will support the planning and 

learning for Class 1 from their homes. Mrs Hart and Mrs Stafford (SMSAs) are also shielding and 

Mrs Hughes (SMSA) is recovering from surgery. So, as you will see, our staffing is reduced and 

will also impact on the provision that we are able to offer, including lunchtimes.  

 

Lunchtimes / playtimes / drop off and collection 

 

We will take a staggered approach to lunchtimes, playtimes and drop off / pick up times in order 

to minimise contact of children and parents at the key periods of transition. Children will remain 

in their bubbles to eat their lunches and cold options are provided by the kitchen for the children 

who have access to a universal infant free school meal (or for any child in other year groups who 

require a school lunch). 

 

Rotas 

 

I appreciate that some parents have decided not to send their children back to school at this 

time and rotas have been established based on the current numbers requesting places up to 26th 

June.  We will send out further information in mid-June for parents / carers to review their initial 

decisions and we will then establish new rotas based on those updates, if necessary. It may well 

be that if there is an increase in requests for places, based on the current classroom and staffing 

capacity, our rotas will need to be changed to accommodate the children fairly. This may mean 

that we have to look at other options such as a week on / week off approach or a number of days 

per week for each group, for example.  

 

This will be reviewed and agreed by the Governing Body, in line with all national guidance. When 

we hear of the Government’s plans for the wider reopening for other year groups will keep you 

informed. We will also contact parents over the next couple of weeks to discuss plans for new 

classes, as well as establishing further links and agree next steps for our new starter children. 
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Home learning 

 

 Alongside staff teaching in school in their bubbles, we will also continue with our home 

learning provision.  I am sure that you will appreciate that this will mean that the capacity 

of staff to respond to regular emails will be therefore limited. They will still very much 

welcome receiving updates about how the children are doing with their home learning and 

will of course respond to any questions or requests for support. However, it may not be as 

instant a response as it has been over the last 10 weeks. 

 Home learning will be sent out at the start of each week and will outline a structured 

approach to daily reading, writing, maths, phonics / spellings, topic, wellbeing and online 

resources (eg TTRockstars, NESSY Mymaths, Numbots etc).  

 The whole school will work on the theme of ‘Summer’ and a range of activities will be 

completed both in school and out of school, based on the same theme. This will be mirrored 

for both school and home learning wherever possible. 

 Learning packs will be put together and will be available for collection for any families 

that require these. Please let your child’s / children’s class teacher/s know so that these 

can be prepared each week for you. 

 For the children of key workers in Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 who are in school for some of the 

time, home learning packs for maths will be supported, alongside the reading, writing and 

topic tasks linked to home learning. Please send packs into school if you have requested a 

printed set on the days that your child is in. 

 The changing of library and book band books will be available by advance appointment only 

each Friday. Appointments for these should be made via the school office please. 

 

 

Many thanks for your continued support and understanding. I appreciate that there is a lot of 

information to digest at the moment, so please do not hesitate to contact either myself or your 

class teacher /s if you require further clarification. 

 

Take care and stay safe and well. 

Warmest regards 

Sharon Irwin 

 


