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11th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

New Starters’ Updates 

 

I hope that this letter finds you and your family well, as we continue to work 

our way through these challenging and unprecedented times. Since I was last 

in touch, there has been a significant change in terms of the wider phased 

reopening of schools following Government guidance.  This week, we started 

extending our provision to the children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, 

alongside our ongoing support for the children of key workers. We are also continuing to support 

families with home learning, as well as focusing on the emotional support and wellbeing of our 

children during such a difficult time for them. 

 

You may also have heard that there are now no further plans from the Government as yet to 

extend the provision for the children in other year groups. Along with all other schools, we are 

trying to seek clarification about the plans for the start of the autumn term, but this may not be 

available for a few weeks at least. In the meantime, we want to ensure that we start to plan ahead 

for a September start, albeit tentatively as there are still so many unknowns at this moment in 

time.  

 

Starting a new school is an important step in your child’s life and we 

want to ensure that we are able to make it an enjoyable and exciting 

experience for them, despite the current situation. We also want to 

relieve any anxieties and worries that parents may have, which may 

understandably be further heightened due to the present issues. In 

the past, our transition process has been very well received by all 

families and has included a range of visits, meetings and opportunities to 

get together. Our priority throughout this period is to ensure that 

everyone feels fully informed, makes connections and builds 

relationships. Some of our new starters already know our school and the 

staff well, but we want to ensure that all of our children and families 

feel really welcomed and supported by our wonderful and close 

community. 

 

In light of the current situation, we have therefore tried to plan a range of alternative transition 

activities that will begin in the coming days. These will include the following: 

 

 Mrs Reeve and Mrs Tomlinson (the Class 1 teachers) will send a personal card to your child. 
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 We will provide parents with a general information booklet about life at 

Oxspring. 

 The class teachers will make personal contact with every family, via a phone call 

and a safe distance ‘door step’ visit (where possible).  

 In addition, they will send out information on how to prepare your child for starting school, 

which will include some practical activities.   

 A range of ‘getting to know me’ activities will also be sent home for you to work on with 

your child, so that we can find out more about your child’s interests.  

 Mrs Reeve and Mrs Tomlinson will make contact with your child’s current nursery / child 

care setting where relevant. 

 Some of the children at school will send messages to your child about starting at Oxspring. 

 I will share an information pack, which includes key questions and answers (including school 

uniform, school lunches, ordering milk, timings etc) and a range of documents, which will 

need to be signed and returned to school. 

 The class teachers will share storytime videos, so that the children can get to know their 

teachers a little more. 

 We will also share videos / photographs to help you to prepare your child for what the 

provision in Class 1 will look like.  

 

In addition to the list above, we will look at arranging visits to school when we are able to do so. 

As I said previously, once we get further guidance from the Government about the proposed next 

steps for September, we can then plan accordingly. 

 

If you have not already done so, I would greatly recommend that all of our new starter parents 

join our fabulous PTA Facebook page, which really gives you a flavour about 

our incredible school community. It is also a platform for parents to ask 

questions and get to know each other, albeit remotely. In order to join, please 

search for ‘Oxspring Primary School PTA’ and send a join request to the closed 

group. There is a question to answer about how you are associated with Oxspring School and then 

allow a little time for your request to join to be approved by the administrators. 

 

I would also recommend keeping up to date with current letters sent home on our school website 

http://oxspringprimary.co.uk/, so that you can find out what is happening in school. You could also 

check out our Oxspring Primary Twitter feed.  As I said, these are 

unprecedented times, but our priorities remain the same which are to 

nurture happy, confident individuals with a love for learning and for life.   

This might not quite be the start of your child’s journey to primary school 

that we envisaged, but together we will do our very best to ensure that it is 

one that they will treasure. 
 

Finally, I am attaching a message that was recently sent from all of the staff to our children to 

give you a flavour of who we are. There are also some staff videos to watch 

on the PTA Facebook page. I would like to wish you all the very best over 

the next few weeks and months, as we look forward to getting to know you 

and your child more. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any queries, in the meantime 

take care and keep safe. 

 

Warmest regards 

Sharon Irwin 

Headteacher 
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