
From Mrs Irwin— This half term has started in the usual busy way, 

with lots of exciting learning taking place. There are some really fabulous 
new topics for all classes,  with many having a history focus—see below. 
If anyone has any specific knowledge to share linked to our topics and 
would like to come and get involved in school, please do let us know. 
Several workshops for parents have taken place over the last 2 weeks 
and it has been lovely to  see so many  people able to come along to 
these meetings (Early maths strategies in Class 1, Year 4 multiplication 
check and Y6 SATs workshop). Huge thanks to all of the staff who have 
been involved in delivering the sessions and for ensuring that our 
parents are kept fully informed. I am delighted that the Pupil Parliament 
decided that they want to keep parents and family members fully 
informed about all the important and valuable work that they do to help 
us to listen to pupil voice across school. So please see the MP news 
overleaf to find out about what they have been working on. Finally, we 
had another successful World Book Day on Thursday and the school hall 
was swimming in an abundance of colour due to the character costumes, 
PJs and onesies! Thank you to everyone for all of the effort made! I hope 
that you have a very enjoyable and relaxing weekend. 

CLASS TOPICS -  The children are learning about the following 

topics this half term: Class 1—Space and aliens; Class 2— Titanic; Class 
3— Stone Age to Iron Age; Class 4—Ancient Greece; Class 5—Ancient 
Egyptians 
 
 

OXSPRING MINDS—  Our third 

Wellbeing Wednesday will take place next week on 

11th March 2020. This month’s wellbeing focus is 

‘Keep learning’. As it is also  going to be British 

Science Week, we would like to invite you and your 

child / children to come along and  ‘Start the day 

with science’ at 8.15am in the Hall. We look 

forward to seeing you there to learn some exciting 

scientific facts! On another note, we are also continuing with our focus 

on ‘Giving’ as part of our work towards raising £750 for the Sheffield 

Children’s Hospital Bear. Mrs Wright has organised a bear quiz, which 

costs £2 to take part and gives you a chance to win a £10 voucher for 

Meadowhall. We also have a few movie nights planned to help towards  

raising the money for the target. We would like to invite the children to 

come along and watch a movie in the Hall and enjoy refreshments  at a 

cost of £2.00 per child—dates to be sent out next week. In addition, Mr 

and Mrs Marshall are kindly holding a couple of meditation events on 

Wednesday 1st April (3.40—4.40pm at £5 each) and Tuesday 28th April 

(6.30-8.30pm at £10 each) to raise money for our target. Thank you so 

much to everyone for your amazing support towards this. Finally we are 

also delighted that after applying for additional support from the skills of 

a designer, (from Twinkl) we were chosen to have 6 hours of artistic 

support to help us to complete our bear design!  Exciting times! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS ….. We are so 

very proud that Freya and Phoebe baked buns and sold them at 
Brownies this week so that they were able to make £3.80 which they 
have donated  towards our bear fund. Thank you so much girls for such a 
lovely and generous act. 
 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS…..  Well done to our 

excellent learners and star 

writers………. 

Class 1:  James—For trying so hard to 

write independently (SW); Jasmine— 

For super reading !; Class 2:  Buddy  —

For beautiful story writing; (SW) 

Charlotte—For trying so hard in her 

maths!;  Class 3:  Emma—For  her 

fantastic introduction to her instructions to make a fire  (SW) ; Ava—For 

trying hard in all aspects of her learning : Class 4: Aaron—For  a super story 

opening (SW) ; Elly—For  a fantastic attitude and growth mindset in all 

aspects of her learning;  Class 5:   Ollie—For  his excellent inference in 

history;  Jemima—For her excellent narrative (SW) 

 
READING—In light of our further focus work 

on reading, Mrs Sparks (our English Governor) has 
written a letter for parents about ideas for reading for 
pleasure, which will be sent with the newsletter. We 
are also currently working on improving our home-
school reading logs and will keep you posted about 
these developments over the next few weeks. 

 

SPORTS RELIEF  - We are currently 

working with our Pupil Parliament MPs to 
finalise our details for next Friday’s Sports 
Relief. We will share the final plans at the start 
of next week for your information. The children 
can come to school dressed in their favourite 
sports wear and we ask for a voluntary donation of £1 per family which 
will be sent to the Sports Relief Charity. The day will be filled with sports, 
being active and being mindful. 
 

 
A T T E N D A N C E —  
Class attendance for last week 
is as follows: Class 1 - 96.7%, 
Class 2—99%; Class 3—99.1%; 
Class 4—98.8%; Class 5—

98.9%. Well done to Class 3 for achieving the highest attendance, closely 
followed by Class 2.  

Please  remember that every day counts 
 

Wishing you an enjoyable weekend from all staff and 
governors. 
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LIBRARY OPENING TIMES— Reminder that our  

library is open every morning from 8.20am and from 3.30pm. 

Please do come along and make use of this lovely resource. 



ROVING REPORTERS  -  Class 1-  During art, Class 1 have been using 

different materials to create alien collages. In English the 

children  have written about their artwork and described 

how they made it. They have used apparatus to learn 

different jumps in PE as well as travelling on all the parts 

of their body that they could think of. In maths, the 

children have been playing games with counting and 

some children have been learning to count in tens. Finally, Class 1 have 

been programing Bee-bot and coding to send a rocket to different 

planets on the computers. (By Lucy and Jemima); Class 2  -  Class 2 

have been working very hard in English learning about the story called 

‘The Secret of the Black Rock’. In maths the class have been working on 

problems with fractions using ¼, ½ and 1/3. In Topic Class 2 have been 

looking at the Titanic and the story behind it, solving clues to show what 

each part of the boat belonged to. Finally the children have also been 

thinking like scientists by looking at what their surroundings are made of 

and why it can’t be made out of a different materials.; Class 3  -In 

Topic, Class 3 are learning about the Stone Age to the Iron Age and 

making comparisions. In Class 3’s literacy, they have been writing 

instructions to make a Stone Age fire. Maths learning has included using 

pictograms, bar charts and even tables. Their goal is to compare the 

different types of charts and see which the most efficient is. Class 3, 

have mindfully been colouring in a book mark as they arrive at school on 

a morning (By Rhea and Daisy) ; Class 4  -This week Class 4 have been 

doing a vast array of lessons. They were learning meditation with Mr 

and Mrs Marshall to work on mindfulness. English involved retelling the 

story of the Trojan Horse using speech and an effective description of 

the setting. PE saw the children training for sports day and also timing 

themselves running to see if they can run faster than each attempt. In 

maths the class have been learning about mixed numbers and improper 

fractions. Science has involved  learning about their digestive system 

and how it works. (By Eddie and Archie); Class 5  - Starting off with 

literacy, Class 5 have been writing spooky stories about Egypt and trying 

to escape from the spooky setting. Secondly, the Year 6 children have 

been learning algebra and calculating whilst the Year 5’s were learning 

about short multiplication. In PSHE  the children have been learning how 

to save and spend money smartly and how to earn money. Class 5 have 

been reading a book called “Secrets Of The Sun King” and have been 

answering questions about the amazing book. Finally in art, Class 5 have 

been making and painting clay Canopic jars which look fabulous. (By 

Louie and Miles) 

PENISTONE 4 SPORTS—  Thank you so much to our team of Year 1 

and 2 children (Ava, Sophie W, Sophie D, Stevie, 

Jasmine, Charlotte  and Greta) who took part in the 

Penistone 4 Sports Multi-sports event at PGs on 

Thursday night. They took part with real enthusiasm 

and team spirit and were a real credit to our school 

and themselves! Many thanks to Miss Grobler for 

arranging the event and to all of the parents and family members who 

once again made it possible for our children to take part.  

Dates for your diary: Parents’ evenings are on Tuesday 10th and 

Thursday 12th March—please speak to your child’s teacher if you 
haven’t made an appointment yet. Please check book bags for time 
slips. 

 Wellbeing Wednesday is on 11th March—start the day with 
science (theme is keep learning) 

 Next Friday 13th March is Sports Relief—come to school 
wearing your favourite sports wear—details to follow 

 Friday 20th March is Family Fun Night (in aid of raising funds for 
our Sheffield Children’s Hospital Bear)  - further details next 
week 

 Wednesday 25th March is our sports day at Institute of Sport in 
Sheffield—details next week 

 

PTA UPDATES— 

The PTA have a few exciting projects underway this 
term.  The old trim trail is getting a face lift! Emily Gratton-Rayson is 
leading the project and has planned a fabulous sensory garden for the 
children to enjoy.  

A new AstroTurf area will be installed in the playground on the area the 
children use for ball games during break times.   We have provided funds 
for Class 1 to replace some furniture, and will be supporting with funding 
towards Class 3s next trip and a maths day for Class 4 and 5. 

Just a reminder that we run Your School Lottery, this is at a cost of £1 per 
line, each week a member of our school community wins a cash prize, all 
whilst raising funds to help the PTA continue supporting school, the more 
people playing the greater the prize!  Please take a look at this if it’s 
something you would like to join in with.  Further details can be found by 
visiting https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/oxspring-
primary-school-pta 

P U P I L 

PARLIAMENT 

NEWS—  The pupil 

Parliament MPs are very involved in helping to make improvements to 

our school, so we thought that parents should find out more about our 

work. A few MPs met with the school cook to discuss school meals  this 

week .An assembly will be organised to share the findings of the meeting 

with the rest of the school .We  also arranged a competition for 

designing a logo for Oxspring Minds and the winning logo was…Violet!  

Each class has their own worry box and a worry monster which they have 

designed and have their own way of using these to encourage pupils to 

talk about their worries and share. We are also working with the children 

and teachers to help talk about our worries more. We also think it might 

be good to bring in a male sports person that might encourage boys to 

be more prepared to share their worries and anxiety’s. A new PSHE 

scheme called ‘Jigsaw’ has been introduced by Mrs Wright in assembly 

and posters are now in each class to show how pupils can access help 

with their worries.  

Some MPs also interviewed governors (Mrs Mahoney and Mrs Stanger). 

MPs were surprised by the extensive role that the governors have in 

school and the complexity of their work. MPs are currently involved in 

school assemblies and have a significant role in the weekly Excellent 

Learners’ Assembly and also announcing the attendance scores. We also 

help with the Housepoints awards. In other news, MPs volunteered to 

help with stalls at the bear fair in February. Leah`s grandma and grandad 

are coming in to school to demonstrate how meditation can be part of 

mindfulness. They are working with Classes 3 and 4 this half time. Class 2 

have asked if there could be a book area in the playground and if an art 

day could be organised. Friday 13th March is the designated day for 

Sports Relief and pupils can attend school in sports clothing. Class 

surgeries provided the following ideas for the day’s events including 

Penalty shootouts, basketball shooting, dodgeball and table tennis etc. 

Outdoor storage boxes and equipment have been purchased by our 

School Fund. Mrs Irwin and the MPs will decide to mark out specific 

zones for  the playground including dressing up, music, reading and quiet 

area, as well as more sports and games New pods ae being painted and 

decorated ready for use with cushions and books.  

Finally, Mr Cassidy explained that the governors were interested in what 

pupils feel about playtimes and their experiences. A small group of MPs 

are to interview pupils each across the age range. We will keep you 

posted in our next edition. 

Have an enjoyable weekend!  
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