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16th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support regarding the current and very complex medical situation, 

which will change frequently on a day by day basis now. We appreciate that this is a very worrying 

and distressing time for families, so we are keen to ensure that we follow the guidance set out by 

the DfE, Public Health England and BMBC. 

 

I have just finished speaking to the DFE Coronavirus helpline as we currently have a confirmed 

case of Coronavirus from an extended family member within the school community.  

 

The DFE stated to me that: 

 if a child or adult who has been in contact with the confirmed case is not showing 

any symptoms, they are fine to carry on as normal.  

 if a child or adult then starts to display the symptoms (presenting with either a new, 

continuous cough or a fever/temperature above 37.8 degrees) they need to self-

isolate for 7 days and inform school.  

 if the symptoms worsen, they need to contact 111 and self-isolate for a further 7 

days (and maintain contact with school) 

 

We also have a couple of children displaying mild symptoms and are self-isolating at home. The 

DFE advice again stated that any siblings or family members who do not show any signs are 

fine to carry on as normal, but if symptoms begin to show, then to follow the advice as 

stated above. 

 

If a child or a member of staff at school is confirmed as having COVID-19, the DFE stated that 

we should contact our Local Authority and Public Health Team for further advice and support.  

 

At this moment in time, we are therefore advised that school should remain open and that 

all children should attend unless they are unwell. 

 

We do have a contingency plan in place if the advice, or our circumstances, should change. We will 

communicate, immediately, any reported or further confirmed cases in the school community.  

 

In order to minimise and mitigate further risks, we have made the early and difficult, decision to 

postpone a range of upcoming events. This decision hasn’t been taken lightly and our thinking is 

that, as the current medical situation develops it makes sense to keep our school business as 

limited as possible.  

 

The following events will therefore be postponed for the foreseeable future: 
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 Wellbeing Wednesday events in the Hall at the start of the day  

 Penistone 4 Sports events at PGS 

 Family Fun Night (planned for 20th March) 

 Our Sports Day at EIS scheduled for 25th March (we are currently looking at the 

possibility of dates for late in the summer term) 

 

Please be reassured that we are doing all that we can in school to minimise the worry and anxiety 

for the children at this challenging and exceptional time. Please do not hesitate to contact me if 

you have any further questions. 

Many thanks for your ongoing support and understanding. 

Kind regards 

Sharon Irwin 

 

 

 


