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History 

INTENT:  It is our intent to design a History curriculum and scheme of work with appropriate subject knowledge, skills and understanding as set out in the 

EYFS and National Curriculum History Programmes of study. Topics are informed by the National Curriculum and are also sensitive to children’s interests, as well 

as the context of the local area. It is also our intent to deliver a History curriculum which is accessible to all and that will maximise the outcomes for every child 

so that they know more, remember more and understand more.   

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

Key stage 1  

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events 

they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide 

vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and 

understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is 

represented.  

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing 

pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3.  

Pupils should be taught about:  

 changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life  

 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 

commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]  

 the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects 

of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-

Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell]  

 significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
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Class 2 YEAR A  
Implementation 

TOPIC London’s Burning, 

London’s Burning! 

AUTUMN KNOWLEDGE AUTUMN SKILLS AUTUMN VOCABULARY 

Investigate and interpret the 

past 

• Children will describe what London was like  in 

the past 

• Children will look at artefacts including: fire 

hooks, extracts from Samuel Pepys diary, artwork, 

bread oven, token, wood cuts, maps, proclamation  

• Observe or handle evidence to ask questions 

and find answers to questions about the past. 
• Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? 

What happened? How long ago? 
• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources 

and databases to find out about the past. 
• Identify some of the different ways the past 
has been represented. 

 capital city 

 country 

 past 

 Stuarts 

 London 

 city 

 sources 

 artefacts 

 stories 

 diaries 

 Charles II 

 Samuel Pepys 

 monarch 

 houses 

 River Thames 

 fire brigade  

 present 

 older, newer, 

 Months including: January – 
December, 

 dates including 1666 

 decade 

 centuries 

 monument 

 monarchy 

 parliament 

Build an overview of world 
history 

• Children will know when, how and why the fire 

spread 

• Children will be aware of the different 

interpretations of why the fire spread so quickly 

• Children will name and describe important 

individuals during the fire including Charles II, 

Samuel Pepys  

• Children will describe the impact of the fire  

• Describe historical events. 
• Describe significant people from the past. 
• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the 

past acted as they did. 

Understand chronology • Children will create a timeline of the fire spread 

• Children will understand the family history of 

Charles II  

• Place events and artefacts in order on a time line. 

• Label time lines with words or phrases such as: 
past, present, older and newer. 

• Use dates where appropriate. 

Communicate historically • Children will answer - How do we remember the 

fire? 

• Children will answer:  Was the Fire a good or 

bad thing? 

• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, 
recently, when my parents/carers were children, 

years, decades and centuries to describe the passing 
of time. 

• Show an understanding of the concept of nation 
and a nation’s history. 
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• Show an understanding of concepts such as 
civilisation, monarchy, parliament, democracy, and 

war and peace. 

 fire brigade  

 bridges 

 fire hooks 

 buckets 

 scorched 

 burning 

 fire 

 before/after/during 

 cause/effect 

 evidence 

 museum  

TOPIC MARVELLOUS 

MEDICINE 

SPRING KNOWLEDGE SPRING SKILLS SPRING VOCABULARY 

Investigate and interpret the 
past 

• Children will describe what hospitals used to be 

like 

• Children will study artefacts including:  one of her 

famous lamps used by her during the Crimean 

War, her pet owl Athena, her iconic black dress 

and a nurse uniform from her training school. 

•Children will compare how historians remember 

Edith and Florence’s impact 

• Observe or handle evidence to ask questions 
and find answers to questions about the past. 

• Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? 
What happened? How long ago? 

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources 
and databases to find out about the past. 

• Identify some of the different ways the past 
has been represented. 

 Crimea  

 War 

 Hospitals 

 Soldiers 

 Injured 

 Wounds 

 Medicine 

 Nurse 

 Doctors  

 Rats 

 Red Cross 

 Turkey 

 medal 

 Lady with the Lamp 
 
 

 
 

Build an overview of world 
history 

• Children will answer why is Florence significant? 
• Children will describe the life of Florence 
Nightingale  
• Children will describe the changes Florence 

brought to hospitals and evaluate which was the 
most important  

•Children will explain why Florence wanted to be a 

nurse  

• Describe significant people from the past. 
• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the 

past acted as they did. 

Understand chronology • Children will create a timeline of Florence’s life  

• Children will describe Edith Cavill’s life 

 

• Place events and artefacts in order on a time line. 
• Label time lines with words or phrases such as: 

past, present, older and newer. 
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• Use dates where appropriate. 
 

 
 

 Communicate historically •Children will answer : How have hospitals 

changed?  

• Children will answer: How should we remember 

the efforts of individuals?  

 

• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, 

recently, when my parents/carers were children, 
years, decades and centuries to describe the passing 

of time. 
• Show an understanding of the concept of nation 
and a nation’s history. 

TOPIC  

VILE VICTORIANS  

SUMMER KNOWLEDGE SUMMER SKILLS SUMMER VOCABULARY 

Investigate and interpret the 
past 

•Children will describe what school used to be like 

•Children will ask questions about what Oxspring 

Primary school was like and how it has changed  

•Children will look at artefacts including: 

photographs, slate board, chalk, ink, Victorian toys, 

Victorian house hold items, dunce hat 

• Observe or handle evidence to ask questions 
and find answers to questions about the past. 

• Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? 
What happened? How long ago? 
• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources 

and databases to find out about the past. 
• Identify some of the different ways the past 

has been represented. 

 School teacher 

 School 

 Victorian Era 

 Queen Victoria 

 Slate, chalk, ink 

 Desks 

 Dunce hat 

 Prince Albert 

 Industrial revolution 

 orphan 

 chimney sweep 

 shilling 

 the cane 

 spinning top  

Build an overview of world 
history 

•Children will understand how life for children has 

changed, and why, since Victorian times 

• Describe historical events. 
• Describe significant people from the past. 

• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the 
past acted as they did. 

Understand chronology •Children will place Victorian era on a timeline  

•Children will reflect upon their own time at 

School and how that has changed and may change 

in the future 

•Children will imagine what Oxspring may be like 

in the future  

• Recount changes that have occurred in their own 

lives. 
• Use dates where appropriate. 

Communicate historically •Answer – how has Oxspring Primary School 

changed? 

• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, 
recently, when my parents/carers were children, 

years, decades and centuries to describe the passing 
of time. 
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