
From Mrs Irwin— Since the last newsletter, I am so proud of the 

Penistone4Sports (P4S) results that our 2 teams have achieved in the 
past 2 weeks (see details overleaf). Through the P4S initiative, our 
children get to participate in a wider range of competitive sports with 
all of the schools within the Penistone area. Over the range of events 
so far the children are doing incredibly well in terms of their results and 
the feedback about their attitudes, team work and respect are so 
fantastic and make us all incredibly proud! Thank you so much to all of 
the parents and family members who take the time to get the children 
to PGS for the events because without your support  we would not be 
able to take part. Many thanks also go to the staff who lead on the 
organisation of the different events so that we can access everything 
that is planned each half term. Our next priority is to get a kit in place 
for our children when they take part in these events. In addition to our 
P4S successes, I am also really overwhelmed by the quality of the DT 
work which is being completed by the children due to the skills and 
expertise from Mrs Heppenstall from Hepp DT. It is quite remarkable to 
see her at work and to share her passion and knowledge with the 
children and staff! The results are always fantastic and the children 
have so much fun as they are learning! Huge thanks to the PTA for 
contributing towards the funding of the afternoon Hepp DT class 
workshops!  If any parents / carers are 
interested in accessing a DT holiday club 
over February half term, please see the 
details overleaf. Have a lovely weekend. 

OXSPRING MINDS— Further to 

the Oxspring Minds calendar sent out earlier 

this week, please note that our next 

Wellbeing Wednesday will take place on 

Wednesday 12th February at 8.15am in the 

Hall—the  wellbeing theme is ‘Give’. Details 

about the morning event will be sent out next 

week. we are delighted that we have been successful in our application 

to take part in the Little Bears of Sheffield Sculpture Trail in order to help 

raise money for Sheffield Children’s Hospital Charity. Our mission is to 

raise the target of £750 towards the cost of the bear, so that we can 

design and paint our own bear before they all go on display during the 

summer holidays on a sculpture trail across Sheffield. So far, we have 

raised £94 from your generous donations in lieu of staff Christmas 

presents. As our February focus in the calendar above is on giving, we 

plan to hold a range of fundraising events to help us work towards our 

target. This will then continue throughout March and April so that we 

can hopefully reach our target before the May deadline.   Please do get 

in touch if you would like to get involved with ideas for fundraising. 

Many thanks. 

READING  - As next week is National Storytelling week, we would 

like to invite you to ‘Start the day with a storybook’ on Thursday 6th 
February at 8.15am (refreshments will be served). There is also another 
book swap event on Wednesday 5th February at 3.30pm. If you have any 
unwanted children’s books, please bring them into your child’s class by 
next Tuesday 4th February, where you will receive a book swap ticket for 
each book. Each ticket can then be used to choose another book to take 
home at the book swap session, which the children have really enjoyed 
when we have held the event before.  

EXCELLENT LEARNERS…..  Well done to our 

excellent learners and star 

writers over the last 2 

weeks…. 

Class 1:  Jasmine—For lovely 

independent work ; Jack— For using 

his phonics skills in his writing  (SW)!; 

Ala—For her excellent superhero design; Tilly—For her excellent phonics 

(SW) ; Class 2:  Zac  —For a super 

recount of Hepp DT day (SW); Isaac—

For excellent place value work; 

Grace—For a superb story ’middle’; 

Rowan—For excellent money work!;  

Class 3:  Sienna—For  a fabulous story 

(SW) ; Molly A—For  great effort in morning learning; Harvey– For always 

rising to maths challenges; Hugh—For making good progress in his writing 

(SW); Class 4: Freya / Winnie—For  a superb diary entry; Ryan—For 

excellent multiplication work; Reece — For  an outstanding growth 

mindset ; George—For super use of speech in his writing (SW) Class 5:   

Ila—For  a fabulous persuasive letter (SW); Alfie—For his enthusiasm in all 

areas; Amy—For a superb explanation text on mummification; Rhea—For an 

excellent positive attitude towards all of her learning 

O X S P R I N G  B R O W N I E S  L E A D E R S H I P 
OPPORTUNITY IN OXSPRING -  Do you know a woman 

aged 18 - 65 who would like to support local girls to develop and explore the 
world? Would they like to join a worldwide organisation with chances to 
travel and learn new skills? Oxspring Brownies are looking for a woman or a 
team of two or three female friends to take over the reins from September 
2020.  Full training will be provided while shadowing the existing leaders and 
ongoing support is always on hand.  The new Girl guiding programme 
provides a great framework for developing up to date skills, such as 
communication and influencing, while still including the classics like camping 
and first aid. The current Brown Owl, Jocelyn, and her assistant, Susan, are 
retiring from the roles after they have clocked up over 75 years of Girl 
guiding volunteering between them - a testament to their commitment to a 
great organisation and the girls they have seen grow.  Jocelyn, said “I’m now 
Brown Owl to the daughters of girls that were Brownies with me 20 years 
ago!  I’ve loved my time with Girl guiding and I’ll still have a role within the 
organisation.  Any new leaders don’t have to commit for that long though - 
even 3 years in the role will give local girls the chance to have adventures 
and thrive”. Anyone interested in learning more can contact Jocelyn on 
07754 469220 or  jocelynsanderson@hotmail.com  
ATTENDANCE—  Class attendance for last week is 

as follows: Class 1 - 91.9%, Class 2—99.3%; Class 3—99.5%; 

Class 4—99.2%; Class 5—96.1%. Well done to Class 3 who get 

the attendance trophy—thank you Finlay for collecting this 

for the class! 
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LIBRARY OPENING TIMES— Reminder that our  

library is open every morning from 8.20am and from 3.30pm for 

the children to come along with parents and family members to 

 

mailto:jocelynsanderson@hotmail.com


ROVING REPORTERS  -  Class 1  Class 1 have enjoyed 

making a fact file about their favourite superhero! They 

have also been reading “Supertato and the Evil Pea”. In 

maths, the children explored estimating as well as 

counting and practising their number bonds. Phonics has 

been very interesting as they been reading lots of different words! The 

class have designed their own superhero costumes (including a wrist 

band)! (By Lily and Jemima); Class 2  - Class 2 have been learning about 

dragons (as part of exploring the use of the past tense). In their maths 

lessons they have been working on money. As their topic is Kings and 

Queens, they have been looking at King Henry the Eighth and making 

stamps out of clay. Their science topic is materials and they have been 

seeing which materials float and which are transparent. HeppDT came in 

to work with Class 2 to make moving bugs. Finally, they have been doing 

a class performance, they split into groups and did a song based on 

legends around the UK. The legends used were the Loch Ness monster, 

Giants Causeway, Robin Hood and King Arthur – they then did the final 

performance. (By Sonny and Louie) ; Class 3  - This week in English, 

Class 3 have been looking at fronted adverbials. They have also been 

learning about time conjunctions during  grammar lessons. The children 

have drawing ‘part part whole’ models to help them divide in maths. In 

science they have been learning about human geography and the 

human skeleton. PSHE has also been part of their learning this week, 

they have been talking about wellbeing. They also have a worry box 

which they place their worries in to make them go away. During topic 

they have been learning about Spain. Mrs Kaye and Mrs Cheetham have 

been taking groups to read their book ‘The Lion and the Unicorn’ which 

they are all really enjoying. Cricket has been one of the highlights of the 

week for Class 3. They have also been completing the daily mile every 

day. They are all so excited about swimming starting next week! (By 

Amy and Lucy); Class 4  - This week in English, Class 4 have been writing 

a diary entry about sailing around the world in 80 days on a yacht. In 

maths they have been exploring division. In science the children learnt 

about how sound waves work using an instrument. With Mrs Irwin they 

have sketched really spectacular 3D shapes which include shadows. In 

guided reading they are reading a book called ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ 

which is about a man in a boat that gets washed up on an island. In RE 

they have been learning about Hindu temples.(By Alfred and Ollie); Class 

5  - This week in Class 5 they have been writing about how embalmers 

mummified a pharaoh. They had eight steps to do (it took altogether 70 

days to do the process). In Maths they have been exploring fractions , 

decimals and percentages which was challenging at first! In this week’s 

literacy Class 5 have done a persuasive independent piece. PE included a 

great game of mat ball with Mr Stratford.  (By Lucas and Sam) 

PENISTONE 4 SPORTS—  We are delighted to 

announce that a group of Year 5 and 6 

children achieved third place at last week’s 

athletic competition at PGS. Very well done to 

Alfie, Sonny, Poppy, Jonah, Henry, Ryan, 

Alfred and Ollie . Our Year 1 and 2 pupils also 

came in third place at last night’s athletic 

competition., so we very pleased and proud of 

those children too.  Well done to Sophie D, 

Sophie W, Grace, Phoebe, Lilah, Greta, Ava, 

Charlotte, Jasmine, Evie, Rowan and Isaac. Huge 

thanks to all of our parents and family members 

who help to get the children to the venue as we 

couldn't do it without you! Thank you also to the  staff (Mrs Rolling and Miss 

Grobler) for leading on these 2 events. 

 

PTA UPDATES— 

 A reminder that the Valentines Disco will be 
held Wednesday 12th February from 18.30-20.00 -  all welcome. 

 

 Unfortunately we have had to postpone the Family Fun Night due 
to another commitment by the DJ, a new date will be announced 
ASAP. 

 

 The PTA are supporting school with a number of projects at 
present.  £1,000 has been made available for new reading books 
for KS2, £500 for developing a sensory garden, £500 for class 
sessions with Hepp DT and a further £450 to allow some students 
to work with Hepp DT to build 2 chatter pods for the playground.  
The chatter pods will provide additional sheltered areas in the 
playground for children to read or relax during break periods.   

 

 Thank you for all the support and generosity we have received at 
school events, without this we wouldn’t be able to support the 
school in these projects. 

 

HEPP DT—  Hepp DT have done some more incredible DT work across 

school over the last couple of weeks. The Year 1 and 2  children used a 

wide  range of skills and made some fantastic moving bugs. Class 5 have 

designed and made an Egyptian treasure chest which will be completed 

next week. The feedback from Mrs Heppenstall about the children’s 

motivation, resilience and attitudes towards learning in DT has been so 

positive and we are very proud of everyone for what they have achieved. 

If anyone is interested in a DT day during the forthcoming half term 

holiday, please see the details below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT —Please let us know if your child / children have 
anything to be proud of for our ‘in the spotlight’ section. Email 
s.irwin@oxspringprimary.co.uk if you have anything to share. Many thanks. 

 

LIBRARY OPENING TIMES— Reminder that our  

library is open every morning from 8.20am and from 3.30pm for 

the children to come along with parents and family members to 

change their books. Happy reading! 


