
                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to Class 4 and Happy New Year! 

I hope you have all had an excellent Christmas and I would like to wish you all a Happy New Year. I am 

delighted to be Class 4’s new teacher and I am really looking forward to the term ahead. This half-term 

there will be a strong Geography focus, as our class topic is Around the World in 80 days.  In class, I will be 

placing a strong emphasis on the Growth Mindset approach as part of our whole school values. Please 

encourage your child to practise their spellings and times tables regularly. 10-15 minutes a day can make a lot 

of difference. I look forward to meeting you all and if you have any questions or concerns, please come and 

speak to me or Mrs Carmichael.  

Mr Garlick   

 

 Topic – Around the World in 80 days 

As geographists we will:  
• Ask and answer geographical questions about the physical and human characteristics of a location. 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features. 

• Explain own views about locations, giving reasons 

• Use a range of resources to identify the key physical and human features of a location. 

• Describe geographical similarities and differences between countries 

• Name and locate the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle and date time zones. Describe some of the characteristics of these 

geographical areas. 

• Describe key aspects of: 

- physical geography, including: rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle.  

- human geography, including: settlements and land use. 

 

 Literacy 

In Literacy, we will be using Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo as a stimulus for our writing. The book 

links with our topic work and it will support our learning in literacy by providing opportunities to develop skills 

in the three key areas of writing: 

 Transcription- to present neatly, spell correctly and punctuate accurately 

 Composition –to write with purpose, use imaginative description, organise writing and use sentences 

appropriately 

 Analysis and presentation – To review and edit writing and to present writing for a wider audience 

 

To develop and improve these elements of writing we will: 

• Write diary entries 

• Write a variety of poems 

• Present and debate a discussion 

 

Discrete handwriting practise takes place at least three times per week and children are working towards 

their Pen licence which is issued when written work is at the appropriate standard including spelling and 

punctuation. I hope to be recognising more amazing writers this half term!  
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Numeracy – Morning learning 

Numeracy begins with morning learning at 8:45am. Please can all children be at school for this time as results 

have shown that this extra reinforcement of mathematical concepts has a significant and positive impact on 

children’s attainment. 

 

Numeracy – Objectives 

Week 1: Area 

Investigating Area 

Finding the area of shapes by counting squares and using formulas 

 

Weeks 2 – 4: Formal Methods of Multiplication and Division 

Multiplication calculations using formal written methods 

Division calculations using formal written methods 

Estimating to complete and check calculations 

 

Week 5 & 6: Fractions (Fraction learning will continue after half-term) 

Recognising and using equivalent fractions 

Using improper fractions and mixed numbers. 

 

Maths Homework 

During most weeks, at least one MyMaths activity will be set to reinforce the learning from the 

previous week. In addition to MyMaths, children should be regularly practising their times tables on 

TT Rockstars. 10-15 minutes a day can make a huge difference! If you have any problems logging on 

to either website, please come and see me. If there is a week where there are no appropriate 

MyMaths activities, then a separate piece of homework may be set. 

 

Reading 

I will be continuing to use a whole class approach to guided reading, where all children will access the same 

text and will participate in reading aloud to the class and discussions on the text. This method ensures that 

children are exposed to far more hours of reading time and are able to support each other in their 

understanding of the text and how to answer the comprehension questions. Our first shared read will be 

Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo. Where children need additional support in reading, they will have 

the opportunity to access appropriate texts on a 1:1 basis. Children will be issued with a reading book suited 

to their ability or they will be given the option to choose a book from the school library. Please encourage 

your children to read regularly at home and to an adult as well as having the opportunity to discuss and raise 

questions about what they have read.  

 

Spellings 

I will be continuing to use No-nonsense Spelling and as previously, this will require discrete lessons for year 4 

and 5 pupils based on a spelling rule or pattern. All children from each year group will be working on the same 

spellings and these will be sent home for children to practise. I particularly encourage parents to ask 

children to spell the words as part of a dictated sentence and that spellings are given in a random order. We 

will monitor the new spelling scheme closely and if necessary, additional strategies will be used to further 

support pupils’ spellings. Spelling tests will usually take place on a Friday afternoon. 



 

Music 

Music will continue to take place on Friday afternoons with Mr Childs.  

Please ensure that your child brings their Ukulele to school. 

Art 

This half term we will focus on European Art, using pencils and watercolour paints. 

As artists we will:  

• Replicate some of the techniques used by notable artists, artisans and designers 

• Develop ideas from starting points throughout the curriculum. 

• Collect information, sketches and resources. 

• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 

• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 

• Comment on artworks using visual language. 

Computing 

This half term I will be teaching Computing to Class 4. We will be studying cryptography and aspects of cyber 

security. 

As computer programmers we will: 

• Give examples of the risks posed by online communications. 

• Understand how online services work. 

• Use some of the advanced features of applications and devices in order to communicate ideas, work or 

messages professionally. 

PE 

This half term the focus for PE will be Cricket and Circuit Training. Cricket will be taught on Monday afternoons by 

Dean from Chance to Shine Cricket. On Thursday mornings, PE will be taught by Mr Stratford. Please ensure that 

children have the correct PE kit, which includes suitably warm clothing and footwear for outdoors, as both sessions 

could be either indoors or outdoors. 

As athletes we will: 

• Throw and catch with control and accuracy. 

• Strike a ball and field with control. 

• Choose appropriate tactics to cause problems for the opposition. 

• Follow the rules of the game and play fairly. 

• Maintain possession of a ball (with, e.g. feet, a hockey stick or hands). 

• Pass to team mates at appropriate times. 

• Lead others and act as a respectful team member. 

• Use a range of throwing techniques (such as under arm, over arm) 

• Throw with accuracy to hit a target or to cover a distance. 

• Compete with others and aim to improve personal best performances. 
 

Science 

In Science, we will be studying Sound. We will be conducting a number of practical investigations over the 

course of the half-term. 

As scientists we will: 

• Identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating. 

• Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear. 

• Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that produced it. 

• Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that produced it. 

• Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases. 


