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Happy New Year 

Welcome back after, what I hope has been, a fantastic Christmas holiday for you all! I am thoroughly 

looking forward to the next two terms with my new class and new year-group. I feel fortunate that I have 

taught all of the children for at least one year, so knowing them as well as I do is a great advantage with 

the change of classes at this point in the year. On that note, I would just like to say a huge thanks to so 

many parents who have been hugely supportive of my move to class 5 due to Mr West’s much deserved 

promotion. There will only ever be one Mr West whose shoes it would be impossible to fill, be that literally 

or metaphorically speaking, so I will continue to teach in my own style, but rest assured that many of the 

fantastic activities that Mr West instigated for class 5 will continue. Mrs Bower will continue to work 

alongside myself and as always, should you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to speak to 

either of us in person or via email.   

Mrs Rolling and Mrs Bower   h.rolling@oxspringprimary.co.uk 

Topic- Egyptians 

Our topic will focus on the Ancient Egyptians 

As historians we will: 

• Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past. 

• Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices. 

• Use sources of information to form testable hypotheses about the past 

• Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order to justify claims about the past. 

• Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and how historians must understand the social context of evidence 

studied. 

• Understand that no single source of evidence gives the full answer to questions about the past. 

•  Refine lines of enquiry as appropriate. 

•  Compare some of the times studied with those of the other areas of interest around the world.  

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society. 

• Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and 

children 

• Use dates and terms accurately in describing events 

 

Literacy 

We will be using our topic of the Ancient Egyptians to support our learning in literacy and this will provide 

opportunities to develop skills in the three key areas of writing: 

 Transcription- to present neatly, spell correctly and punctuate accurately 

 Composition –to write with purpose, use imaginative description, organise writing and use sentences 

appropriately 

 Analysis and presentation – To review and edit writing and to present writing for a wider audience 

To develop and improve these elements of writing we will 

• Write a persuasive letter 

• Write a Newspaper report 

• Write a narrative 

Discrete handwriting practice takes place at least three times per week and will be used alongside spelling work. I have 

set up a new Spelling Shed account and children will be issued with new passwords as these are personal teacher 

accounts and not school accounts. Taking time to practise spellings at home is vital as the expectations at the end of 

year 6 are very challenging! Children will have daily grammar and punctuation questions alongside discrete teaching 

which will be incorporated into the written work as appropriate. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy – Morning learning 
Numeracy begins with morning learning at 8:45am. Please can all children be at school for this time as results have 

shown that this extra reinforcement of mathematical concepts has a significant and positive impact on children’s 

attainment. 

Numeracy – Objectives 

Week 1 and 2 

• Identify the value of each digit in numbers given to 3 decimal places and multiply numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000 

giving answers up to 3 decimal places. 

• Multiply 1-digit numbers with up to 2 decimal places by whole numbers.  

• Use written division methods in cases where the answer has up to 2 decimal places.  

• Solve problems which require answers to be rounded to specified degrees of accuracy 
Week 3 and 4 

 Solve problems involving the calculation of percentages [for example, of measures and such as 15% of 360] and 

the use of percentages for comparison. 

 Recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages including in different contexts. 
Week 5 and 6 

 Use simple formulae. 

 Generate and describe linear number sequences. 

 Express missing number problems algebraically. 

 Find pairs of numbers that satisfy an equation with two unknowns. 

 Enumerate possibilities of combinations of two variables 

 Home learning 

When relevant homework tasks are available, these will be set on MyMaths to be completed following work in 

class. Alternatively, I may send out in a paper format linked to work completed in class. Where gaps are 

identified, additional work will be set and MyMaths allows children to access any of the learning slides or 

homework tasks at any time. 

Reading 

Reading will be delivered through whole class guided reading using the VIPERS approach to questioning - during these 

sessions children will have opportunity to read aloud and to participate in discussions about vocabulary, structure and 

meaning of a text. Guided reading will use our topic linked text which for this half term will be Secrets of the Sun King 

by Emma Carol. Where children require additional input, they will have 1:1 reading sessions focussing on the pace of 

reading and comprehension of a text. Children need to be reading at a speed of approximately 100 words per minute by 

year 6 and this can only be achieved by regular reading of a range of age appropriate texts by different authors and 

covering a range of contexts to ensure exposure to new vocabulary. As you will be aware, I have my own large selection 

of books in addition to our school library and I will encourage children to choose books which first and foremost 

interest them but also challenges and extends their reading ability. 

 

Spellings 

We will continue to use the ‘No Nonsense’ spelling scheme to issue weekly spellings and these will be added to the 

children’s spelling shed accounts. In addition to the actual spelling of the words these are other ways to help your child 

will spellings: 

Encourage your child to use the word in a sentence 

Discuss the spelling rules for the words (what makes a word tricky to spell?) 

Make up rhymes, sayings etc. to help to remember the spellings 

Where appropriate challenge children to find as many synonyms or antonyms for the words 

 



 

Art 

This half term we will focus on using a range of techniques to produce art work inspired by the Ancient Egyptians 

As artists we will:  

• Replicate some of the techniques used by notable artists, artisans and designers 

• Develop ideas from starting points throughout the curriculum. 

• Collect information, sketches and resources. 

• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 

• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 

• Comment on artworks using visual language. 

Computing 

I am very grateful that Dr Fox has offered to continue to support our computing lessons this half term. The children 

will continue to extend their knowledge and skills in coding using the SCRATCH software. 

As programmers we will develop a range of skills including: 

• Set IF conditions for movements. Specify types of rotation giving the number of degrees. 

• Use IF THEN ELSE conditions to control events or objects. 

• Set events to control other events by ‘broadcasting’ information as a trigger. 

 

PE 

Class 5 will have PE on Thursday and Friday mornings with Mr Stratford the focus for this half term will be on 

gymnastics 

In gymnastics we will: 

• Plan, perform and repeat sequences. 

• Move in a clear, fluent and expressive manner. 

• Refine movements into sequences. 

• Show changes of direction, speed and level during a performance. 

• Travel in a variety of ways, including flight, by transferring weight to generate power in movements. 

• Show a kinaesthetic sense in order to improve the placement and alignment of body parts (e.g. in balances experiment 

to find out how to get the centre of gravity successfully over base and organise body parts to create an interesting 

body shape). 

 

• Swing and hang from equipment safely (using hands). 

 

Science 

In science our topic is Living things and their habitats 

As a scientists: 

I can give reasons for classifying animals based on their similarities and differences. 

I can describe how living things are classified into groups. 

I can identify the characteristics of different types of animals. 

I can classify a creature based on its characteristics. 

I can describe and investigate helpful and harmful micro-organisms. 

I can identify the characteristics of different types of micro-organisms. 

I can classify organisms found in my local habitat. 

I can explain the classification of organisms found in my local habitat. 


