
From Mrs Irwin—  The group of children who went to 
Robinwood last week had an amazing time and made lots of 
happy memories! The feedback from the staff at Robinwood was 
so incredibly positive and the children were true role models in 
every sense of the word. Their behaviour and attitudes were 
exemplary and they were a real credit to themselves, their 
families and to our school. Huge thanks to Mr West, Mrs Rolling 
and Mrs Darigala for taking the children for their 3 day 
adventure— without their support and time, such events would 
not be possible. Many thanks to everyone for attending this 
week’s parents’ evenings. It has been lovely to see so many of 
you and for staff to receive such positive feedback too, which is 
greatly appreciated. The children are learning about some very 
exciting topics this half term, which you can see more about 
below. This half term is also very busy as we gear up to Christmas 
and, I have to say, it really is a very special time with lots of lovely 
experiences and events planned. The PTA Christmas fair is just a 
matter of weeks away, so please see the details overleaf about 
plans for that. Wishing you an enjoyable weekend. 

 

 

 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS…..  

Please see the excellent 

learners and super spellers from 

last week. We are very proud of 

all of the children for their 

attitudes towards learning and 

the progress that they are 

making! Well  done everyone!  

 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  - Class 1:  Jasmine—For excellent 

effort in phonics (SS) Beatrice— For being very helpful in class; Class 2: 

Buddy —For brilliant arithmetic results! ; Ava—For superb spelling in her 

independent writing;  (SS) ; Class 3:  Maggie—For excellent spelling (SS) ; 

Joseph—For fabulous improvement in his handwriting !;  Class 4: Henry—

For his commitment and effort in learning his spellings (SS); Alex— For  his 

outstanding effort in maths ; Class 5:   Leah / Archie—For a wonderful piece 

of response writing about Robinwood;  Eddie—For working so hard to be an 

independent speller! (SS); 

 

ROBINWOOD RESIDENTIAL— On Monday 4th November, 

the Year 5 and 6  children spent 3 exciting and adventure 

led days at Robinwood, Dobroyd Castle in Todmorden. 

Dobroyd Castle is set high up on the Todmorden moors 

enjoying some fantastic views of the surrounding area. It is 

a historic, grade two star listed building, with 

wonderful architecture including a breathtaking main 

entrance hall. The 17 acres of grounds, 

which accommodate Robinwood 

adventure and teamwork activities, are 

also the home for a wide range of 

wildlife including deer, rabbits and many more. When we 

arrived at Robin Wood, we went straight to the castle and 

had lunch. We then had lots of activities, hot chocolate and team 

challenges. The day was quickly over. The next day we woke 

up to a delicious breakfast of sausages, 

bacon, beans and toast 
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ATTENDANCE—  Class 

attendance for last week is as fol-

lows: Class 1 - 100%, Class 2—

100%; Class 3—93.9%; Class 4—

95.2%; Class 5—99.3%. Well done 

and thank you  to Class 1 and Class 

2 for  100% attendance and for 

winning the attendance trophy. Thank you to Rose 

and Evelyn for collecting the trophy on behalf of 

their classes. 

 

TOPICS—For your infor-

mation, the children are  

currently learning about the 

following topics this half 

term:  Class 1 –  Arctic / 

Christmas Class 2—India; 3– 

The Story of Toys; Class 4 –

The Vikings; Class 5— Around the World 

If you have (or know anyone who has) any particular 

knowledge or skills linked to any of our topics this 

half term (or any resources) and are interested in 

sharing them with us, please get in touch!  We would 

be delighted to hear from you. 



ROVING REPORTERS  -  Class 1  -In 

Literacy, Class 1 have been learning about airports so 

as a result they have made and written boarding 

passes. In computing, the children made some 

excellent firework art on the paint app. In their PE, 

the class have loved exploring the apparatus and 

moving safely. Finally, in their maths learning, the children have been 

exploring subtracting numbers. (By Ollie and Sam); Class 2  -; Class 2 

have been writing their own versions of the Gingerbread Man and they 

have written a diary based on the story ‘The Runaway Chapati’. In 

maths, some children have been investigating their times tables as well 

as developing their counting skills.  For their topic work, the children 

have been labelling the 7 continents and answering questions based on 

their knowledge. Finally in PE, the children in Class 2 have been dancing 

inspired by fireworks. (By Lucas and Sonny); Class 3  - In Class 3 , in 

maths the focus has been on using column addition and 

subtraction. Their topic this term is called the Story of Toys (from 

the 1900s to 2019. The children have also been writing about 

Buzz Lightyear and Andy’s room from the film Toy Story. In PE 

the class have been circuit training and developing their hockey 

skills. In their science topic the children have been exploring 

pushes and pulls. As part of relaxation and wellbeing, the 

children have been doing Yoga to loosen up their muscles. (By 

Alfie B and Jack);  Class 4  - Class 4, have been multiplying by 1, 0, 10, 

100 and have also been dividing by 10 and 100. During their English 

lesson, they have been finding key features of a newspaper report .They 

have been reading the book ‘Beowulf’ by Michael Morpurgo in their 

guided reading. Class 4 have also started their topic about the Vikings 

and have been completing timelines. (By Ila and Jemima); Class 5  - 

Maths in Class 5 was very thought-provoking this week, which has 

involved adding up fractions with different denominators. Class 5 have 

done some incredible work on their new topic this week, which has 

involved locating  countries on a map. Also, Class 5 have written about 

Robinwood (which was very exciting and challenging too!). They have 

also done some guided reading of which they have started a new book 

called ‘Room 13’. Room 13 is a gothic horror children's novel 

written by the award-winning children's author Robert Swindells. 

Published in 1989, it was awarded the Children's Book Award. The novel 

centres around a group of friends on a school trip, who stay in a creepy 

guest house on Whitby's West Cliff. (By Lily and Emily) 

CROSS COUNTRY— We would like to 

say a huge well done to our Year 3 and 4 cross 
country runners who attended the finals at 
Cawthorne Park last week—Elijah, Eliza, Hugh, 
Reece and Sam K. We are so very proud of you for 
showing such determination and resilience and for 

being real sports stars!  Special congratulations to Elijah who achieved a 
bronze award for coming in third place  out of all the Year 3 finalists 
from across Barnsley and Penistone—that is superb!  

Dates for your diary: 

 Monday 18th November is  our Junior Road Safety Officer’s Be Bright 
Be Seen Day—come to school wearing your brightest clothes to raise 
awareness of this important  road safety theme. 

 Tuesday 19th November is ‘start the day with fantastic facts’ at 8.15am 

in the Hall / also PTA AGM at 6pm  in the Hall 

 Wednesday 20th November is Year 6 visit to Crucial Crew 

 Tuesday 26th November is Stories, Supper and Snuggles for Class 1 and 

2 children 

 Friday 29th  is Christmas Fair (details on page 3) and Class 4 Bun Day 

PTA— Please see below and also 

page 3 for all the news and 
updates…. 

PTA AGM Tuesday  19th November 6pm 
at School.  
Everyone is welcome to come to our PTA AGM. Pease do attend if 
you can, it’s a great way to get involved with school and help to 
make a real difference to our children’s time there. 

We will be electing new committee members at this meeting as 
well as continuing to organise the Christmas Fair and other 
projects.  

School will email out information about each of the committee 
roles. 

f you would like to discuss anything or ask for more information 
about joining the PTA Committee please do get in touch, email 
oxspringpta@gmail.com, message via our Facebook group, ask at 
the school office or catch one of us at school. 

We hope to see you there!  

 

Wreath Making Workshop 
 

Monday 2nd December 7-9pm  
At school 

£15 per person 
Expert tuition and all materials 

provided. 
Letter and booking form will be sent 

home early next week via school.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To join our school lottery from £1 a week, please follow this link http://

www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/oxspring-primary-school

-pta 

YOUR SCHOOL LOTTERY 

Announcing our winners so far… each winning £20 
 

Sat 19th October 
Anne Carmichael 
Sat 26th October 
Ricardo Lacombe 

Sat 2nd November 
Keith Wakeley 

Sat 9th November 
Ricardo Lacombe 

 
Congratulations!!! 

mailto:oxspringpta@gmail.com
http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/oxspring-primary-school-pta
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PTA continued……. 

2019 Christmas Fair 
and Raffle – Friday 
29th November 5.30pm. 
We are very excited and working hard to organise our main winter fund raiser, there are lots of ways you can get involved and 
help – we appreciate any and all help, thank you! 

Please buy or sell as many of the raffle tickets you can and return stubs and money along with any unsold tickets to school as 
soon as possible. 

If you’re able to help us to secure any raffle prize donations, either personally, from an employer or associate, please collect a 
letter from the school office to use and ask! 

We appreciate your stall items donations, these can be brought to school and left in the hall from Monday 25th onwards. Pre-
loved toys, books, games, DVDs, wine, chocolate and tombola items. Baked goods on the morning of Friday 29th please. 

Thursday 28th November afternoon, the main man F.C. has asked for help to decorate his Grotto.  

Friday 29th November is a non uniform day, in return we ask for a tombola stall item or £1 donation. 

9.00-11.00 on Friday 29th November, we need help with ticketing up tombola items, sorting through donations and organising 
the bottle game stall. 

1.15-3.30 on Friday 29th November, we need lots of help to set up the stalls in the hall. 

3.30-5.30 on Friday 29th November, help who set up the Christmas Market Place in the Infant Block and also the bar and food 
area in Classroom 5. 

5.00-7.45 ish on Friday 29th November, would you like to run a stall, help in the bar or serve food? 

7.45-9.00 ish on Friday 29th November, help to tidy away and clean up after the event is very much appreciated. 

Charity run, can you help by loading up your car with any remaining stall items, books toys etc and dropping them to a charity 
shop for us please? 

Thanks so much to everyone who has helped or offered to help so far. We look forward to making 
this year’s event as special as ever. 

The event itself…...2019 Christmas Fair and Raffle. 

 

Start time is 5.30pm with the school choir singing on The Green (weather permitting). 

We will have our Christmas Market Place and  Grotto in the Infant Block along with some fantastic 
stalls. 

Bank View Café will once again be serving delicious pie and peas from Classroom 5 along with a well stocked bar with the ever 
popular Bradfield Brewery beer and a selection of gin, as well as soft drink options.  

Our school hall will have stalls and games and our raffle prizes on display. It will be a lovely evening, please do come along and 
support our wonderful school. 

Christmas Shoe box appeal reminder—This year’s annual shoebox collection will be  for the 'Barnsley Homeless 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal'  - a local charity. Just a reminder to please hand your 

filled shoebox into school no later than MONDAY 2 DECEMBER as they will then be 

collected and taken to one of the drop-off points for the charity to distribute. 

Please contact the PTA or the school office if you need any further details. 

 

 

 


