
                                                                                                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to class 4 for our year 4 pupils, and a welcome back for our year 5 pupils! 

I hope you have all had a wonderful summer and I am delighted to welcome the year 4s to class 4 and 

welcome back many year 5s.  We have already planned a range of exciting topics for the coming year and 

the year will begin with our space topic supported by a trip to the National Space centre. Our topic work 

provides a stimulus and we aim develop children’s knowledge and skills in all areas of the curriculum using 

our topic area for inspiration. I am really looking forward to the year ahead and to see your children 

develop new skills and knowledge whilst loving school and relishing the challenges that they are given. 

I look forward to meeting you all, and can I please stress that if you have any questions or concerns at all, 

throughout the year, then please do not hesitate to speak to myself or Mrs Bower. 

 

 Topic- Space 

Whilst this half terms topic is based on a science objective, it will also provide opportunities to meet a 

range of history objectives. 

As historians we will:  

 Describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why the accounts 

may differ. 

 Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 

 Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time line using dates 

 Describe the main changes in a period of history (using terms such as: social, religious, political, 

technological and cultural). 

 Identify periods of rapid change in history and contrast them with times of relatively little change 
 

Literacy 

We will be using our topic of Space to support our learning in literacy and this will provide opportunities to 

develop skills in the three key areas of writing: 

 Transcription- to present neatly, spell correctly and punctuate accurately 

 Composition –to write with purpose, use imaginative description, organise writing and use sentences 

appropriately 

 Analysis and presentation – To review and edit writing and to present writing for a wider audience 

To develop and improve these elements of writing we will 

• Write a persuasive text 

• Write a recount 

• Write diary entries 

 

 Discrete handwriting practise takes place at least three times per week and children are working towards 

their Pen licence which is issued when written work is at the appropriate standard including spelling and 

punctuation. I certainly hope to be recognising more amazing writers this half term!  
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Numeracy – Morning learning 

Numeracy begins with morning learning at 8:45am. Please can all children be at school for this time as results 

have shown that this extra reinforcement of mathematical concepts has a significant and positive impact on 

children’s attainment. 

Numeracy – Objectives 

Weeks 1 – 4 Place value 

Roman numerals 

Representing number 

Finding more or less in 10s,100s,1000s,10,000s 

Ordering and comparing 

Rounding numbers 

Negative numbers 

 

Weeks 5 -7 Calculations 

Addition calculations using formal written methods 

Subtraction calculations using formal written methods 

Estimating to complete and check calculations 

 

Week 8 – Multiplication facts 

Home learning 

On most weeks, MyMaths homework will be set to reinforce the learning from the previous week. 

Whilst there may be weeks when there are no appropriate activities, the majority of the weeks 

children will have at least one activity set that should be completed. With all homework activities it 

offers children the option to complete the lesson prior to the homework so please encourage your 

children to follow the lesson first. If you have any problems logging on or do not have access to the 

website please come and see me. 

Reading 

In class 4 we use a whole class approach to guided reading where all children will access the same text and 

will participate in reading aloud to the class and discussions on the text. This method ensures that children 

are exposed to far more hours of reading time and are able to support each other in their understanding of 

the text and how to answer the comprehension questions. Our first shared read will be Roald Dahl’s Charlie 

and the Great Glass Elevator which we will then use this to inspire our written work. Where children need 

additional support in reading, they will have the opportunity to access appropriate texts on a 1:1 basis. 

Children will be issued with a reading book suited to their ability or they will be given the option to choose a 

book from our class library or the school library. Please encourage your children to read regularly at home 

and to an adult or for some children who are very able readers have discussions and raise questions about 

what they have read. I am always happy to discuss books with children to find books which match their 

interests and reading style.                 

Spellings 

This year we are using a new spelling scheme and this will require discrete lessons for year 4 and 5 pupils 

based on a spelling rule or pattern. All children of that year group will be working on the same spellings and 

these will be sent home for children to practise and I particularly encourage parents to ask children to spell 

the words as part of a dictated sentence and that spellings are given in a random order. We will monitor the 

new spelling scheme closely and if necessary amends will be made to further support pupils spellings.  



 

Music 

Music will take place on Fridays at 1pm-2pm with Mr Childs. Your child will be allocated a ukulele and a permission slip 

will be sent home for you to sign to give permission for the instrument to be taken home and returned for the next 

lesson. 

Art 

This half term we will focus on using chalk pastels  

As artists we will:  

• Replicate some of the techniques used by notable artists, artisans and designers 

• Develop ideas from starting points throughout the curriculum. 

• Collect information, sketches and resources. 

• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 

• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 

• Comment on artworks using visual language. 

Computing 

We are very fortunate that Mr West will be teaching computing to class 4 on Thursday mornings and this half 

term he will focus on developing coding skills. 

As computer programmers we will: 

• Use specified screen coordinates to control movement. 

• Set the appearance of objects and create sequences of changes. 

• Create and edit sounds. Control when they are heard, their volume, duration and rests. 

• Use IF THEN conditions to control events or objects 

• Create conditions for actions by sensing proximity or by waiting for a user input (such as proximity to a specified 

colour or a line or responses to questions). 

 

PE 

This half term the focus for PE will be team invasion sports developing skills in basketball and football. The PE sessions 

will take place on Thursday morning and Friday afternoons with Mr Stratford. Please ensure that children have the 

correct PE kit which includes suitably warm clothing and footwear for outdoors. 

As athletes we will: 

• Throw and catch with control and accuracy. 

• Strike a ball and field with control. 

• Choose appropriate tactics to cause problems for the opposition. 

• Follow the rules of the game and play fairly. 

• Maintain possession of a ball (with, e.g. feet, a hockey stick or hands). 

• Pass to team mates at appropriate times. 

• Lead others and act as a respectful team member 

 

 

Science 

Opportunity: To understand Earth’s movement in space 

As scientists we will: 

 Describe the movement of the Earth relative to the Sun in the solar system. 

 Describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth. 

 Describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system. 

 Describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth. 

 Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies. 

 Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the sun 

across the sky 

 


