
Class 5 Newsletter—Autumn 2019  

Welcome to the Class 5 newsletter for Autumn 2019 

I hope you have all had a lovely summer and that your 

children feel fully rested and ready to go for the year 

ahead. Our topic this half term is “The Plague!” which 

promises to be a fascinating (if slightly gruesome!) start to 

our year..  

If there is any aspect of your child’s education that you 

would like to discuss with me, or if you would like to see 

their work at anytime, please contact me in school. I have 

an open door policy and welcome parental involvement. 

The partnership between us all is essential to ensuring that 

your child achieves their potential, so please feel free to 

speak with me about anything, or contact me on 

p.west@oxpspringprimary.co.uk . I look forward to an 

exciting and successful year working together.  

Mr P West 

As Mathematicians, we will be learning about: 

 Place value and how this can be applied to different contexts to help our mathematical 

understanding. 

 Revision and extension of the four operations, addition subtraction, multiplication and 

division. 

 Place Value, rounding and ordering numbers. 

 All the above will involve a mixture of discrete skills, application, and problem solving. 

 

As writers, the children will: 

 Create fiction and non fiction texts including narratives, recounts, reports and poetry. 

 Learn about the features of the texts and how to apply these in their own work. 

 Continue to learn about different forms of grammar and punctuation and how to use them. 

 Be creative, imaginative and develop a flair and love of writing. 

 Continue to improve handwriting, punctuation skills and spelling. 

As readers the children will: 

 Read and evaluate a wide range of texts through 

guided reading, individual reading and focussed 

activities. 

 Experience text across the entire curriculum 

 Start to develop an understanding of why authors 

choose particular words / phrases  / events in their 

writing. 

 Have the opportunity to read for pleasure. 

 Share their preferences with others in the class. 

Home Learning 

Homework will be set on Fridays. 

This will consist of maths set on MyMaths  (the deadline being the following Friday ) and also your child’s reading 

book—the expectation is that your child reads at home at least weekly.  In addition, there will be spellings to learn 

which will be set on the same day each week, full details will follow. Also you will shortly be receiving a half term 

homework grid with a number of projects for your child to choose from, the expectation being that one of them is 

completed by the deadline. Additional homework will be set for Y6 as we enter our SATs revision phase in January.  

On the other side of this letter you will find details of our digital learning resources. 



The Plague 

This topic covers the historical facts about the plague of the 1600s, and the reasons why 

it spread. This will be linked to learning about what 17th century Britain was like to live 

in. 

We shall explore different plague remedies, discover which scientific breakthroughs 

were made as a result and what we learned that would ensure 

there was no repeat. In addition we shall complete a unit of work 

about the village of Eyam and the story of that village.  

I hope it will be a very enjoyable and interesting topic! 

Computing 

We will be working further with Dr Fox to 

develop our coding skills to create interactive 

games and programs. The work we did last 

year was tremendously exciting and I am 

delighted that this can continue. In addition 

we shall be using desktop publishing 

software to create documents and practising 

our typing skills. 

PE 

Our PE days are Thursdays and Fridays. The 

sessions will be lead by myself and Mr Stratford.  

Please can I remind you that PE kit is a white T 

shirt, shorts and some form of pumps or trainers 

for outdoors. All jewellery needs to be removed. 

Long sports trousers are allowed for outdoor PE if 

required but these must not be too long as this can 

be a tripping hazard. 

This half term we shall be improving our skills in 

basketball, football and tag rugby. 

In addition, we will be running the daily mile—

please ensure that your children have suitable 

footwear every day. 

Art and Design 

Mrs Irwin will be leading these 

sessions, using famous artists work 

to inspire the children to be creative 

and innovative. They will be 

improving their skills and using them 

to create different pieces of art. 

Staffing: 

This year, we will be supported by 

Mrs Carmichael in different sessions 

throughout the week, and Mrs Kaye 

on Monday mornings. 

Science 

As scientists we will be learning about light: 

As scientists we will: 

• Look at sources, seeing, reflections and shadows. 

• Explain how light appears to travel in straight lines and how this affects seeing and shad-

ows. 

We will also develop the following skills: 

• The ability to think independently and raise questions about working scientifically and 

the knowledge and skills that it brings.  

• Confidence and competence in the full range of practical skills, taking the initiative in, 

for example, planning and carrying out scientific investigations.  

• Excellent scientific knowledge and understanding which is demonstrated in written and 

verbal explanations, solving challenging problems and reporting scientific findings. 

RE, Spanish and Music 

These units will be taught by Mrs Darigala. The main focus of the RE sessions this year will be Hinduism where the children will learn about 

key aspects of the faith whilst comparing and contrasting with other belief systems.  

Online Learning 

The children will continue to be able to 

access mymaths and also TT rockstars. I 

will be setting work on mymaths but 

please do not wait until it is set if your 

child wants to practise anything at home. I 

will adhere to what we are currently 

learning in class as closely as possible. 

In addition, the children in Class 5 will be 

issued with a password for Spelling Shed. 

This is available online or via a free app so 

children can practise their spellings in a 

more fun and interesting way.  Please let 

me know if you have any issues accessing 

the resource. 


