
From Mrs Irwin—  The PTA have some very exciting updates for 

everyone overleaf regarding the ‘AWOL’ project and other events which 

are taking place over the next few weeks. Thank you so much to John 

and Jill Marshall for arranging the team of volunteers who came along to  

do further work on clearing the quiet garden last weekend. An amazing 

amount of ground work (quite literally!)  has now been done and as you 

will see from the PTA updates, the next steps are already well and truly 

in place. On another note, I  was incredibly proud to hear of the fantastic 

charity work  carried out by one of our Year 6 pupils—Mediya. Please 

see our ‘In the spotlight’ piece for further details, but I would just like to 

say a personal ‘Well done and thank you’  to Mediya for such an 

amazing gesture! Finally, many thanks to 

everyone who came along to our February Fit 

Friday this morning—a great way to get 

warmed up on a cold and icy morning! 

Wishing you a warm and enjoyable weekend.  

CLASS 2 VISIT— On Tuesday Class 2 

visited Pizza Express as part of our ‘We Are TV 
Chefs’ computing unit. We learnt all about the 
different ingredients, made our own pizza and of 
course, we tasted them too! They were delicious! 

The children were absolutely wonderful and were a real credit to our 
school (By Class 2)   

ROVING REPORTERS – Class 1  -  Class 1 have had a very 

exciting week, once again! They have been playing in their very own 
pirate role play and have being learning about what pirates might do. 
The main pirate they have being talking about this week is Blackbeard. 
Zac says, “His real name is Edward Teach”! The children have also been 
playing exciting number games about pirates. As if that wasn’t enough, 
they have being making up stories with story stones. (By Jacob and 

Thomas); Class 2  - As you might know Class 2 went to Pizza Express 

this week. In maths the children enjoyed doubling, sharing and dividing 
numbers. With Mrs Tomlinson, the children learnt about what is inside a 
church. Finally, in science  he children have been making predictions 
about floating and sinking , what a busy week.  (By Lauren and Hana)

Class 3— This week in English, Class 3 have being adding speech into 

stories. They had lots of fun exploring fractions in maths .In PE they have 
been developing their badminton skills – it was great fun the children 
reported. They have been learning about sedimentary rocks in science 

(By Joe and Thomas)        Class 4  - This week in Class 4, they have 

been writing persuasive letters to Mrs Irwin to have a ‘Harry Potter day’. 
They enjoyed adding and subtracting fractions in maths. Also this week, 
they have been enjoying badminton and learning the skills and 
strategies. The children absolutely loved science because they did 
explosions with fizzy drinks and Mentos. Finally,  they researched facts 

about mountains. (By Louie and Alfie) Class 5  - This week, during 

maths, Class 5 have been working incredibly hard on converting 
fractions, decimals and percentages. This week’s literacy, has involved 
writing instructions on how to bake cookies. In addition, they had the 
chance to bake some delicious cookies so that they could refer to them 
in their writing. The subject of science was identifying the features of 
animals that help them adapted to their environment. (By Mediya and 
Rosie B) 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS - Meet our 

excellent learners  and authors of the week (AOW) 

from the last 2 weeks. Class 1:  Ava—For an 

excellent wanted poster (AOW); Willow For trying 

hard to write words for Fred! ; Class 2: James—For  a lovely independent 

recount of the visit AOW); Eliza —For a brilliant portrait of King Charles 

11;  Class 3:  Jack—For (increasing his productivity in his writing! AOW); 

Reece—For great ideas during science discussions; Class 4: Lily —For her 

super persuasive writing (AOW) ; Connie - For her excellent contribution 

in science; Class 5:   Thomas—For an amazing start to his recipe writing;  

Archie—For excellent concentration and effort in maths lessons. 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT—  Mediya from 

Class 5 has undergone a transformation this week. 

She has been growing her hair for about 10 years, 

but last weekend had 15 inches cut off. However, this wasn’t 

just for a new look; Mediya has donated her hair to ‘The 

Little Princess Trust ‘ which is a charity who makes wigs for children who 

suffer hair loss. This is a very brave and generous thing to do, and we are 

sure that Mediya’s impressive donation will go a long way to helping 

another child feel special. Well done Mediya!  

EYFS WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS— Huge thanks to all our 

reception (F2) parents who came along to the parents’ workshop this 

week. Your feedback is extremely valuable to us and greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. 

POP SHOP— Please watch out  for a letter regarding a new extra 

curricular opportunity (Mondays) called ‘Pop Shop’ which we will be 

sending out next week.  The club will offer Year 2 to Year 6 children the 

opportunity to learn stage craft, singing skills and performance 

techniques, all taught through fun, interaction and play. Along with 

building their self– confidence, it is a great platform to learn  singing on 

stage, voice and mic techniques, as well as drama skills. It will culminate 

in an end of term performance for parents to see what they their 

children have been learning.  

EVERYWHERE BEAR DIARIES —Following National 
Storytelling Week, each class will be bringing home their own 
version of an ‘Everywhere Bear’ diary . The idea is that each 
class writes a diary entry of their time with the bear when 
they take it home—the children can draw pictures and take 
photos to support their writing. We look forward to sharing those after 
half term. 
PEN LICENCES—Well done to Isabelle, Jonah, Thomas 

H, Sonny and Miles H for receiving their pen licences this 

week. 

ATTENDANCE—  Class attendance for last week is as follows: Class 1 

- 96.7%, Class 2—98.4%; Class 3—98.4%; Class 4—97.2%; Class 5—97%. 

Well done and thank you to Class 3 for achieving the highest attendance 

this week.  
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PTA UPDATES 

AWOL: Apologies for the lack of updates with regards to our AWOL fundraiser up to now, we have been very busy working away 

behind the scenes, making plans which we hope to put into place soon! 

Back in November, we held a volunteer day and made a vast difference to the Quiet Garden area, we felled trees, cut back and dug out 
planting, removed rotten wood and benches and cleared away debris, making the area useable again in the short term. 

We have received and reviewed several quotes from contractors and are looking forward to putting the best ones into place as soon as 
possible. Last weekend a wonderful volunteer group helped to clear away the remaining rotten wood structures and also dismantled the 
large wooden shelter, which we aim to reuse in our school garden in some way. So now we are ready for the next stage! 

Our plan is to firstly have the area fenced, providing security and safety when the area is used for ball games and sports, this is also a 
requirement of the Local Authority. The fence will have a football goal incorporated into it, and a basket ball hoop attached. 

Later in the year, we will have artificial turf laid, giving school a level area not only suitable for sports but also for other Outdoor Learning 
and well being opportunities. We will then add benches, to provide places for the children to sit and also to act as a physical barrier around 
the large tree. We have raised a lot of money so far, we already have the funds in place to pay for the fencing, and some to put towards the 
turf, but we still need your help to raise the remaining amount we need. We have more fundraising events planned, including a Family Fun 
evening, Summer Fair and Duck Race, Discos and sponsored events at school. Any help and input into how we can raise the money we need 
would be very welcome. 

We have applied for local grants to organisations such as the Rotary Club, the Round Table and the Ward Alliance. We would also like to ask 
if anyone works for a company who run a match funding scheme, whereby your employer would match money we raise, up to a certain 
amount. A letter and Facebook post will follow with details of this and how you may be able to help. 

It’s a very exciting time, we look forward to working together with you all to make this project a success – thank you! 

DISCO:  It’s disco time! Everyone is invited to our school disco  on Thursday 14th February at 6.30pm (please note the 

change of date). The cost of the disco is £2.00 per child which includes a snack and unlimited drink. If anyone would like to 
volunteer to help us out at this disco please do let us know! Comment or message us on our Facebook group, email 
oxspringpta@gmail.com or catch one of us at school. Volunteers would please need to arrive at 6.15pm to help with the set 
up. Please join us for a refreshments, sweet treats and chat in the school hall. 

COFFEE MORNING:  We are hosting a coffee morning, everyone welcome, after the Oxspring Mile and before 

our PTA meeting on Friday 15th February. Please join us if you can, younger siblings are of course very welcome. 

PTA MEETING: Everyone is welcome, including younger siblings, at our PTA meeting to be held at school on Friday 15th February at 

11am. Please come along and find out how you can get involved, how our AWOL project is progressing, give us your opinions and ideas, and 
help us decide how to raise and spend our funds in the future! As ever, if you can’t make it to this meeting but would like a point raised, 
please let us know either on our Facebook group, via messenger, on email oxspringpta@gmail.com or catch one of us at school. The minutes 
of the meeting will be published on our Facebook group, on the school website or can be emailed to you directly if you ask to join the PTA 
email group. 

Hope to see you all there.  Oxspring Primary School PTA. 

Dates for your diary: 

 As above, please note that our spring term disco will now take place on Thursday 14th February from 6.30pm to 8pm. This date 
will also be Class 3 Bun Day. 

 Monday 11th February is Bags to School  day. 

 We have arranged for a Taekwondo taster session for every class on 13th February—further details will follow 

 Half term starts after school on Friday 15th February. Please note that Monday 25th February is an INSET day and school starts 
again on Tuesday 26th February.  

Wishing you a warm and safe weekend from all the staff and governors at Oxspring. 

 

1st February 2019 


