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This half term we will use an event beyond living memory – the Great 

Fire of London – to explore what London used to be like, and why it 

changed. We will discover how the fire spread, and why it spread so 

quickly. Using sequences and timelines, we will build our sense of 

chronology, and continue to use simple historical language.  As 

historians we will use portraits to learn about important individuals 

from the Great Fire. Inspired by these pieces of art, we will become 

artists to create our own portraits.   

As scientists, we will continue to build on our material knowledge. 

Through simple tests we will discover the most suitable material for a 

new water bucket, which materials float or sink, and what boat design 

will carry the most people on the River Thames.  

As geographers, we will visit the 4 different countries that make up 

the UK, and compare their capital cities: London, Cardiff, Edinburgh 

and Belfast. 

If you have any skills, or knowledge, you want to share with Class Two, 

let me or Mrs McMath know! 

 

Music, Computing and PSHE 

Class Two will be taught music on a Friday afternoon. It will focus on key 

musical skills and playing non-tuned instruments.  

In computing, Year 1s will become TV chefs! We will explore different 

ways to record videos, practise our presenting skills and taste delicious 

food!  

Our whole school focus for PSHE is Looking Forward. This unit is all about 

money – saving and spending!  We are looking forward to using our 

understanding of money from last half term! 

PE  

Please make sure your child has suitable kit for indoor and outdoor 

sessions. PE will be taught on a Wednesday and a Friday morning.   

Please make sure all children have a pair of trainers in school every day 

for the Daily Mile.  If we are unable to go outside for the mile, we will 

either do yoga or gonoodle (a guided dance) inside the classroom.  

 

Important Information 

Spellings go out on a Monday to be tested on a Friday. Please practise 

these spellings with your children at home, and encourage them to use 

them in their writing.  

A homework grid for our topic is attached. Completed homework can be 

placed in the homework drawer outside the classroom. Books shall be 

marked by Thursday, and returned on Friday.  

Instead of a show and tell this half term, we would love it if children 

could continue their  ‘Read and Tell’. Children will be given a set week to 

bring in a book that they have read at home (or magazine or comic), share 

it with the class and have a discussion about.  

Well done to all the children who read so much last half term! We will 

carry on our reading challenge this half term, and will discuss with the 

children what they would like the reward for being a reading champion 

should be! 



 

Welcome from Miss Grobler and Mrs McMath 

Hello, and welcome back to Class Two! I hope you all had a 

wonderful, well rested Christmas and New Year. We are 

starting the year off with a bang in Class Two – I can’t wait 

to share our learning with you this half term.  

Our topic for this half term is ‘Fire! Fire! The Great Fire!’. 

We will be studying the Great Fire of London, looking at 

the causes, the events and the impacts it had on England. 

The fire started in a bakery so we have a trip booked to 

Pizza Express where children will knead and bake dough! 

Details to follow. Our role play area will be transformed to 

a small London room, where Samuel Pepys wrote in his 

famous diary. Children will be challenged to build different 

London landmarks – from the present and the past – in the 

construction area.  

If you have any concerns or queries about your child’s 

learning, or their life at school, please contact me at the 

start or end of a school day. If these times are not 

convenient, please arrange a meeting at your convenience, 

and I will be happy to oblige.   

Thank you,  

Miss Grobler 

 

As mathematicians 

We will begin the year by looking at 

number bonds to 20. Children will be 

encouraged to look for patterns, finding 

links with number bond to 10. Some 

children will be challenged to explore 

number bonds to 100! All children will 

begin to learn and recall their 2, 5, 10 

and 3 times tables. We will explore 

division as sharing and grouping, solving 

lots of problems as we go. Finally, we will 

challenge our learning with fractions! 

We will look at fractions of shapes, 

numbers and amounts. Children will 

begin to recall doubles and halves to 20. 

Once again, there will be lots of 

opportunity for problem solving and 

reasoning – look out for the padlocks 

and keys in our maths challenge area.  

Children have a log in for mymaths.co.uk 

where homework will be set weekly for 

year 2s, and fortnightly for year 1s. It’s 

a great opportunity for adults at home 

to see what we are learning and how we 

are learning it. If you have any questions 

or issues with mymaths, please come and 

see me so I can answer or resolve the 

issues. 

 

Mymaths homework will be set once a 

As writers 

We will be using our topic, the Great 

Fire of London to write setting 

descriptions of London during the fire, 

and the capital city now. We will look at 

using exciting, well-chosen adjectives 

and adverbs. Inspired by Samuel Pepys, 

we will write diary entries of the Great 

Fire, imaging we are Samuel Pepys, 

children and even the King! We will read 

and write stories inspired by diary 

writing such as Diary of a Wombat.  

As readers  

We will read once a week to an adult, 

and have daily Read Write Inc. sessions. 

All children will take part in Guided 

Reading, providing children a chance to 

further explore a text, and read to an 

adult and their peers. This half term 

year 2 children will begin to explore 

longer texts, and demonstrate their 

understanding by asking questions.  

Spellings will follow year 1 phonic sounds 

and year 2 spelling rules.  


