
From Mrs Irwin— Thank you so much to every single 
member of our amazing school community for showing 
such incredible support and love following the very sad 
news which I shared on Wednesday. The Hughes family 
and their close friends have been very moved by this. The 
Harvest Festival showcased what a wonderful community 
we have at Oxspring , not only through the huge number of 
families in attendance, but also for the remarkable money 
raised for the Winston’s Wish Charity (see further details 
below). Enormous thanks for everyone’s generosity to such 
a worthy cause.  

HARVEST FESTIVAL— 

We were so proud of all the 

classes as they performed in 

our Harvest Festival on 

Thursday. The Hall was 

bursting with parents and family members  who were 

treated to an array of songs, music, actions and poetry.  

We were particularly proud of our Reception (F2) children 

who  have only been in school for 7 weeks, yet stood up so 

confidently  to sing !  We were also very impressed with 

the Makaton signs which were 

used throughout the Harvest 

Festival  by both children and 

staff alike! Thank you so much 

to all of the families who 

donated the produce for the 

auction. An incredible £387.77 was raised for the 

Winston’s Wish charity, which offers support to bereaved 

children and their families. Further details can be found on 

the following link:    www.winstonswish.org . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E X C E L L E N T 

LEARNERS– 19.10.18 

- Meet our excellent 

learners and authors of 

the week. Fantastic work 

and attitudes towards 

learning from everyone! Very proud of you all. 

Class 1:  Charlotte—For using her phonics to read 

words; The AOW was absent today so they will get 

their award next week! 

Class 2: Ava—For trying so hard with her maths; 

Elise—For beautifully presented writing (AOW from 

last week) ; Erin—For beautifully formed letters (AOW) 

Class 3:  Thomas —For excellent handwriting;  

Owen—For perseverance in his independent writing. 

(AOW). 

Class 4: Eliot —For superb work in maths! Lily—For 

her persuasive writing! (AOW) 

Class 5:   Rosie B—For a superb persuasive letter! 

(AOW); Ila —For impressive topic work—such a high 

standard!   

SEED YOGA— Tuesdays, 3.30-4.30pm  - If you 
were at the Book Fair on Tuesday, then you may have 
heard our yogis tuning in to start the group. We 
always tune in with the Adi Mantra, Ong Namo Guru 
Dev Namo. This helps us to open and set the space, 
connect with each other as a 
group and connect with our true, 
inner selves. The yogis were such 
a credit to themselves this week 
as they acted out ‘The Mountain 
Story’ with poses and postures 
that they have learnt this half 
term: there were many, many 
beautiful mountains, trees and rain clouds. Sat Nam, 
Michelle. 

 

ATTENDANCE—  Class attendance for last week is as 

follows: Class 1 - 96.2%; Class 2—98.5%; Class 3—96%; Class 

4—100%; Class 5—96%. Well done Class 4— Superb!  
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ROVING REPORTERS  

Class 1—In super science, Class 1 carried out an experiment with Mrs 

West. They put a gingerbread man into the water to see what would 

happen if he went into the water instead of onto the fox’s back! But 

sadly the gingerbread man just crumbled down right to the bottom of 

the water!  This was Evie’s favourite lesson to do! In maths, the children 

used shapes to make rockets, ships, airplanes and robots!  Lots of the 

boys and the girls really enjoyed this activity. In literacy ,they acted out 

the three little  pigs and the big bad wolf which Ava reported was ‘so 

cool!’ This week in art the children did some really exciting printing of 

shapes and making houses out of straw, sticks and bricks. Charlie has 

being teaching Class 1 how to do the Makaton signs of the week and 

how to do the alphabet! Finally, the children have been doing some 

really fun harvest festival songs which were Old MacDonald and the 

Scarecrow song!  This week has definitely been a very busy week! (By 

Isabelle and Daisy) 

Class 2  - Class 2 have been learning about subtraction in their 

maths learning with Mrs Grobler. They clearly remembered that 

when you subtract the answer  always gets smaller! They have 

been retelling the story of Jonah and the Whale from the Bible  in 

RE.  Literacy for Class 2 was extending the Bear Hunt story using 

adjectives!  In their topic work, Class 2 have been diving into the 

deep end by learning about the seven continents and food 

chains!  Class 2 have also gone onto  another level by creating 

jungle artwork! As if that wasn't enough, the children have been 

reaching for the stars by climbing the PE apparatus too!  (By 

Eddie and Alfie) 

Class 3  - This week in Class 3, the children have been writing 

about their secret trip to Oxspring Park (it’s not that secret any 

more!).  Yesterday, they did their maths learning using chalk on 

the playground and made a big mess (but that is fine). In ICT, 

Class 3 made text boxes so they could write about camels and 

polar bears and how they live in their habitats .(By Lauren and 

Ila)     

Class 4  -  The maths that Class 4 had to face this week was column 

subtraction and word problems using addition and subtraction. In 

literacy, the class have been learning about poetry features and then 

using them to describe a fantastic autumn scene! In the wonderful world 

of science, they tested materials to see if they were conductors or 

insulators (it went very well!). In their topic work, the children have 

carried on with their very own Anglo Saxon homes! (Not real Anglo 

Saxon Houses of course!). Last but not least, they have entered the 

realm of Mr Stratford’s multi-skills P.E lessons!      (By Bertie and Thomas 

K) 

Class 5  -  In Class 5, the pupils have been learning about ‘brain 

frazzling‘ things including maths where they have been applying long 

division methods (for example  18,600 divided by  20) . English  has 

involved assessment week. In addition,  the class have been using their 

amazing skills which they have learnt from Mr Fox (also known as Ila’s 

dad) due to the fact he is an expert with computers and electronics! On  

Scratch, they have been editing and tweaking their games which they 

have designed, using their coding skills. They have also reviewed each 

other’s games and evaluated their own in light of these reviews!  

BOOK FAIR— Thank you 

to everybody for supporting our 

book fair this week. It was very 

well attended and we cannot 

believe that the fair made 

£975.18 in total! Because 

of this we  have made 50% commission which equates to 

£487.59!! Enormous thanks to everyone for this, which 

means that the money raised will go a long way to buying new 

books for our school library once it is finished after half term!  

Fantastic news! 

GARDEN NEWS—As some of you may have seen in the 

Barnsley Chronicle this week, we were delighted to welcome the 

Mayor to Oxspring on Tuesday. After finding out that our school 

garden had won the RHS gold award for the fourth year running, 

as well as Best in Category we were thrilled! However, we did not 

receive the invitation to attend the awards ceremony at the Town 

Hall, due to an administrative error in Barnsley. As you can 

imagine, the children involved in the garden were very sad that 

they did not get the opportunity to go to the Town Hall to 

celebrate the news. In order to make amends, the Mayor 

(Councillor Steve Green) very kindly offered to come to school to 

present the awards, as well as inviting all the gardeners to a 

special visit to the Town Hall in November. The Mayor was 

absolutely overwhelmed by the quality of the garden and  the 

effort that has gone into its developments over the years. Huge 

thanks to Mrs Gratton– Rayson and Mrs Fryers 

for all their 

incredible support 

and hard work.  

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

 Please see the separate letter from Mr West 

regarding arrangements  for the school disco next 

Thursday 25th October.  Many thanks to the PTA 

and staff for arranging the event. 

 Next Thursday 25th October is also the half term 

mile along the trail . Parents/ carers and family 

members invited to take part. Class 3, 4 and 5 at 

9.15 am and Class 1 and 2 at 9.30am. 

 Class 5  Bun Day also on Thursday 25th October 

(please remember no nut based products or sesame 

seeds). Buns cost 20p please. 

 Reminder—School is closed on Friday 26th October 

for INSET day, followed then by half term. School 

opens on 5th November.  

Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend from all the staff and 

governors at Oxspring. 


