
From Mrs Irwin— I was delighted to attend this week’s Pupil 

Parliament meeting to find out more about MPs’ current priorities.  
The group are very committed to developing pupil voice across  
our school and are very confident and eloquent in their approach. 
Following a whole school vote, the MPs are currently looking at 
alternative plans for the quiet garden. It is  now their job to carry 
out research into the feasibility and costs for such a project.  
Many thanks to Mrs Marsden for leading on the development of 
the Pupil Parliament and the role of the class MPs. Huge thanks 
also to Mr Cassidy (Governor) for supporting these developments 
and for giving up so much of his time to do so. Mr Cassidy also 
provides the MPs with an overview of what is discussed at 

governing body meetings so that they have 
a clear idea of the strategic decisions which 
are made on behalf of the children.  
In addition, it  has been the usual busy 
week in around school. Plans are in place 
for our celebration of National Share a 
Story Month (NSSM) which starts on 1st 

May, so please watch out for a letter from the English Subject 
leaders about our plans for the month. 
Wishing you a very enjoyable weekend. 
 
 

INVESTORS IN PUPILS— Plans are in place to further 

develop our pupil voice work by getting involved in the Investors 
in Pupils programme. Investors in 
Pupils is a simple concept that builds 
on the principles of Investors in 
People—to empower all pupils, 
increase motivation and contribute to 
raising achievement across the Key 
Stages. The programme offers schools a framework for involving 
pupils in decision making, and developing responsibility and 
leadership in relation to their learning, behaviour, 
attendance, classroom management and induction. The 
programme is an established national quality mark to recognise, 
develop and extend pupil voice and participation strategies in 
schools, through building young people's life skills, character and 
resilience. The award contributes to school improvement with a 
focus on pupil personal development, behaviour and welfare, 
PSHE, Citizenship education, Financial education (including 
enterprise), SMSC development, Children’s Rights (UNCRC) 
providing a direct and active experience of democracy in action in 
schools. It is powerful in developing a positive ethos where pupils 
learn about how the school is run, and, in turn, understand how 
they themselves can contribute to the running of the school. Pupils 
commit to common goals and teamwork – together with each 
other and with staff.  
 
There is a cost involved in the application for / assessment of 
Investors In Pupils, so If any parents / family members know of any 
local businesses who would  be interested in sponsoring our school 
to take part, could you please get in touch.  Also, if you are 
interested in finding out more, please see the following link 
https://www.investorsinpupils.org.uk/ .  
Many thanks for your support.  
 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  - 

Meet our excellent learners who should 

be very proud of their achievements. The 

teachers  choose one child for showing a 

positive attitude towards learning in any 

aspect of the curriculum, as  well as a 

second child for being a ‘hot shot writer’ (HSW). The HSW award 

goes to children who have shown excellent effort and progress in 

their writing, along with an impressive application of writing skills. 

Class 1:  Harley C—For fantastic writing about turtles! (HSW) 

Evelyn M— For excellent effort in writing and maths! 

Class 2: : Lily C—For a fantastic attitude to her writing . (HSW) 

Sam K— For always being helpful, thoughtful and enthusiastic! 

Class 3:  Amy W—For consistently producing neat and interesting 

writing (HSW) 

Lucas M—For working well with others and helping them in class. 

Class 4: Joe T—For his emotive diary extract. (HSW) 

Kaitlin M—For her super effort in maths. 

Class 5:   Annabelle W —For superb language choices in her 

detective story! 

Oliver B / Hugo R  - For making a huge effort to improve their 

maths work. 

MUSICIANS IN THE SPOTLIGHT - 

Huge congratulations to 

the following children 

for achieving their music awards 

from the Associated Board of the 

Royal Schools of Music following 

their recent exams Many thanks 

also to Mrs Yates for her fabulous 

teaching and ensuring that the children have such a wonderful 

education! You have done yourselves, your family and our school 

very proud! Well done to all of you!  

. 

A T T E N D A N C E—

Well done to Class 2 for 

achieving the highest 

attendance of 96.7% last 

week, followed closely by 

Class 5 with 96.3%. Class 3 came next with 95.7%. Class 4 achieved 

92.1% and Class 1  were 92%. 
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ROVING REPORTERS  

Class 1  -  During Topic work, Class 1 have been writing 

a booklet about different sea creatures, such as sharks, turtles and 

dolphins. After they found research about these mysterious fish, 

they wrote an educational booklet about them, choosing which 

one of the interesting creatures. To add to the work, they learnt a 

song about 5 oceans in the world, in an exciting way. In Maths, the 

youngsters have been enjoying themselves with intriguing work, 

which was comparing up to 20! (By Mediya & Thomas K ) 

Class 2  - This week Class 2 have been writing a diary about Neil 

Armstrong and what life is like on the moon. The children  have 

been taking up the challenge of different equations, some children 

have been doing addition and subtraction whilst others have been 

working on multiplication and division too!  With Miss Grobler , 

they have been learning about synagogues, which is a place of 

worship for Jewish people.  (By Luke and James) 

Class 3  - First thing Class 3 did was literacy, where they were 

learning Tinga Tinga tales from Tanzania about why an elephant 
has a trunk. In maths they were learning about fractions and 
perimeter. During their art lesson they were doing stop motion 
animation art. While they were in their topic lesson they were 
looking and analysing pictures of Africa. They had lots of fun in PE 
because they had a blast playing tag rugby with Mr Stratford, and 
trying to figure out orienteering. With Mrs Darigala they were 
learning RE and Spanish.  (By Oliver and Hugo) 
 

Class 4  -  In Class 4 maths,  they have been working on grams, 

kilograms and word problems which has interested them. In 

Literacy, the children have been writing about the Maasai Mara 

making very detailed advertisements. Also they have been learning 

how to speak Spanish.  The PE learning has been based on 

orienteering ,tag rugby and hockey. In art the children have been 

creating beautiful pieces using tints and shades. The science work 

has been about the reflection of light. (By Jessica B and Rosie B) 

Class 5  -  The children of Class 5 have been working very hard! 

During maths they have been learning about angles whilst using 

protractors too. In English they finished their detective stories and 

have learnt more grammar skills. In History the class were given 

some Tudor times pictures, for example a suit of armour, and had 

to think about what it told us about Tudor times. Finally during 

Spanish they were learning a Spanish song called La Tia Monica! 

(By Macen) 

PLAY LEADERS  - Class 5 children are 

taking it in turns to be play leaders. This is to help 

the children play new games in the playground, and 

also to help them use some of our equipment. So far 

the children have taken part on an obstacle course, played hot 

potato and also played with the parachute.  (By Lucy, Rosie and 

Jessica) 

TOUR DE YORKSHIRE LUNCH  - Next Thursday 3rd May, we 

will be holding a special Tour De Yorkshire lunch. Children can 

choose Yorkshire puddings, with sausage and mash or a choice of 

sandwiches or pasta. Any child having a lunch will be entered 

into a prize draw to win 1 of 5 bikes kindly donated by Clifton 

Quality Meats.  

GARDEN UPDATES—Greetings 

from the school garden! Sorry it’s been a while 

since our last update - we haven’t been eating 

cake and drinking hot choccy the entire winter 

(well not all of the time anyway) nor have we been sunning 

ourselves in some far flung Utopia……. just children, work, study 

and lots of quiet planning! You may remember that last year we 

mentioned that we had won a grant to develop a garden kitchen? 

As a result of this, we shall be starting the cob oven build next 

month - hopefully the weekend of the 12th/13th of May. If anyone 

would like to come and assist and learn how to build an outdoor 

oven…you totally can!! A small donation to the school garden 

funds would be greatly appreciated if you would like to learn. 

Please contact me (Emily Gratton-Rayson) or leave a message with 

the awesome Mrs Laslett. This workshop is for adults only; the 

children will be involved with the creation of the oven within 

school time. If any of you lovely school parents are a bit handy 

with the woodworking skills we could do with a simple long 

wooden table for the outdoor kitchen, for all the cooking prep the 

children are going to lead on. We shall be having some kind of 

family event in the school garden over the Summer - maybe pizza 

making and music or a bread making fun day! We shall keep you 

posted, but as always if anyone would like to come and help in the 

garden generally or with the school garden club on Tuesday 

lunchtimes you would be most welcome and appreciated. Your 

budding horticulturists have been busy working on the sensory 

garden and plans for the quiet garden, I have been showing the 

students how to prune the fruit trees in our orchard and this week 

we shall begin the exciting task of sowing seeds in the greenhouse. 

Remember it is Outdoor classroom day at Oxspring school on 

Friday the 18th of May. The students and teachers had such a 

wonderful day participating in this last year. We’ re doing it again, 

so there will be lots of lessons outdoors including the school 

garden.  We are planning pond dipping, concocting our own 

fertiliser/insecticide potions and a little dying from the plants that 

grow in the garden—fingers crossed for kind elements. We shall 

write regular update as the season continues, with some exciting 

new projects evolving. Thank you most kindly for perusing our 

news……if you would like to get in touch please leave a message 

with school or email me at craftygardener3@gmail.com 

Please remember there is a village community day this Saturday 

(28th April) meeting at 10.30am at the Bower Dell picnic area to 

clear the old Bower Hill bridge with the help of the Twigs group, all 

welcome, with endless gratitude. Happy sowing! Emily Gratton-

Rayson 

Dates for your diary: 

 Please remember that children can wear afternoon 

tea clothes on Monday 30th April for Mrs Perkins’ 

last day. Donations of cakes and buns for this can 

be brought on Monday morning please. Thank you. 

 We are closed on Friday 4th May for INSET and 

school opens again on Tuesday 8th May, after the 

Bank Holiday. 

Have a lovely weekend from all staff and governors!  
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