
From Mrs Irwin— It has been the usual busy start to the 

summer term and the children have begun working on their new 

and exciting topics (which you can find out more about below). If 

any parents or family members have any particular skills or 

knowledge linked to this half term’s topics, please do get in touch 

with us. I can’t actually believe that we are in the final term of the 

year though! The children have settled well back into school life 

and I am very proud of the quality of work produced across school. 

It is a very busy half term ahead and includes the Year 2 and Year 6 

SATs. We have also been chosen by the Local Authority to be 

moderated in our end of Foundation Stage profile assessments 

(25% of schools in the Local Authority have to be moderated each 

year). Throughout this term , we will also be starting the 

preparations for our new starters in September, as well as working 

with our Year 6 pupils to prepare them for the transition to 

secondary school! In the meantime, I hope that sunshine 

continues into the weekend and beyond for everyone!  

TOPICS— For your information, the children 

are currently learning about the following topics 

this half term:  

Class 1 –  Under the Sea; Class 2 – Space 

Class 3 and 4 –  Africa ; Class 5— The Tudors 

If you have (or know anyone who has) any particular  interest or 

knowledge linked to any of our topics this half term (or have any 

resources) and would be willing to share them with us, please get 

in touch!  We would be delighted to hear from you! Thank you. 

PUPIL PARLIAMENT - The Pupil Parliament continue 

to meet regularly to discuss ideas put forward by the children to 
help us to develop life at school. An assembly on Thursday was led 
by the members of the Pupil Parliament in order to highlight 
concerns some children have raised about how the toilets are used 
and the fact that they are not always left as clean they should be. 
A short ‘toilet etiquette’ movie written by Sam, George and Will in 
Class 5 provided a humorous but important reminder about this. 

Different uses of the quiet garden have also been raised by some 
pupils and these were also shared by members of the Pupil 
Parliament during the assembly. The main two ideas, which have 
been the most popular, are to change the use of the space into an 
all year round ball games area or for it to become a wild garden for 
everyone in school to use. Every child has had the opportunity 
to vote for this during lunchtime when MPs set up a polling booth 
in the shelter. 

ATTENDANCE— Well done to Class 5 for  achieving the 

highest attendance  of 96.3 % last week!   Class 2 came very close 

with 96% , followed  by Class 4 with 92.9% and Class 3 with 92.4%. 

Class 1 achieved 78% this week. Please 

remember  every day counts towards your 

child’s education. 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  - Meet our excellent 

learners who should be very proud of their achievements. The 

teachers  choose one child for showing a positive attitude towards 

learning in any aspect of the curriculum, as  well as a second child 

for being a ‘hot shot writer’ (HSW). The HSW award goes to 

children who have shown excellent effort and progress in their 

writing, along with an impressive application of writing skills. 

Friday 13th April 2018 

Class 1:  Isaac S—For trying hard with his 

writing! (HSW) 

Lilah M— For working hard with her maths 

and writing!  

Class 2: : Alex E—For  a beautiful, detailed descriptive piece. 

(HSW) 

Lucas K— For super effort in his maths work using greater / less 

than signs. 

Class 3:  Sam J—For writing a detailed introduction to his 

explanation about camels! (HSW) 

Elly E —For a fantastic effort in maths. 

Class 4: Sonny C—For his superb poem! (HSW) 

Eliot H —For her work on calculating differences in maths. 

Class 5:   George D / Jake A —For brilliant openings to their 

detective stories (HSW) 

Friday 20th April 2018 

Class 1:  Hugh G—For great improvement 

with his handwriting! (HSW) 

Evie E— For making excellent models!  

Class 2: : Georgia S—For a superb independent alien space story! 

HSW) 

Molly AS— For showing real interest in the new space topic, 

knowing lots of space facts! 

Class 3:  Harley K—For excellent independent work when writing 

(HSW) 

Lily T —For beginning sentences in different ways when writing 

about polar bears. 

Class 4:  Sonny C—For his superb emotive language! (HSW)  

Daisy H— For her excellent work in maths!  

Class 5:  Macen W—For fantastic use of language (HSW) 

Chloe S —For superb progress in maths!  

20 April 2018 
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ROVING REPORTERS  

Class 1  -  In English, Class 1 have read and started 

writing about the book ‘Tiddler’ by Julia Donaldson. They have 

been hiding the character of Tiddler for others to find!  The 

children have been playing maths games where they played hide 

and seek with a twist. Seeing as though their new topic work is 

under the sea, they have also counted whales and put them in the 

right ocean. In addition, they have been working on their number 

bonds using the whales. Fitting in with their topic work, they have  

learnt all about the oceans. During PE, Class 1 had the apparatus 

out to explore further. They also have learnt cricket. (By Ava and 

Molly) 

Class 2  - In their maths work, Class 2 have been learning about 

fractions. They have also been writing their own version of ‘Beegu’ 

by Alexis Deacon (but their character was about Peegu). For their 

topic work, they have been learning about the planets. Class 2 

have also been scientists as they have looked at different 

materials. The children have have been looking at symbols in their 

RE work. Lastly they have been doing cricket in PE. (By George and 

Sam) 

Class 3  - This week, Class 3 have had a very exciting week. In 

topic work, they have been looking at atlases, maps and globes in 

order to they find out facts about Africa, which is a continent. 

During maths they have been converting measurements such as 

cm to m. For literacy, they have been writing explanations about 

the adaptations of camels and polar bears because they come 

from different climates. Finally, in art they have been using the I-

pads to do stop motion animation using animals. (By Rebecca and 

Pearl) 

Class 4  -  Class 4 have been writing a diary about a book called 

‘The White Giraffe’, and during SPAG they were learning about 

emotive language. They have been dividing, multiplying, 

subtracting and adding money. For their topic work they have 

been looking at African Maps to see where the different countries 

are located. During science, they have been experimenting with 

light. They have been learning about the Hajj Pilgrimage during RE. 

Class 4 have been experimenting with different shades of water 

colours. (By Lauren and Mediya) 

Class 5  -  Class 5 have been working with fractions in maths 

(dividing and multiplying) Then it was time to investigate the crime 

of who was  responsible for creating a detective story in literacy; 

the answer to that was the whole class! They have been writing in 

stages up to interviewing the first suspect. SPAG has been a real 

success for the adults teaching this lesson. The children of Class 5 

have been doing all SPAG related things possible including the 

present progressive tense, plus making a helpful book on 

grammar! The PE lessons have been split up, with all children 

working with Mr Stratford on orienteering and hockey skills. (By 

Thomas K and Rosie B) 

Date for your diary: 

 Next Thursday 26th April is PTA meeting at Cubley hall at 

6pm—all welcome 

PTA NEWS—The PTA would 

like to invite you to their next 

meeting  on Thursday 26th April at 

6pm at Cubley Hall.  Everyone is 

welcome. Hope to see you there— 

remember it is almost Duck Race time too!  

FIT FRIDAY— Many thanks to everyone 

who turned up to our first Fit 

Friday of the term last week. It 

was another great way to start 

the day! Hope to see you at the next one in May!  

IN THE SPOTLIGHT - 

On Sunday 15th April, Jessica B 

(a member of Stocksbridge 

Gymnastics Club) competed at 

the Normanton sports 10 year anniversary 

open competition. She went out in front 

of an extremely large audience and 

competed 2 vaults and a floor routine. She 

also competed in the club level 1 tumbling section. Jessica 

came away with a 5th place ribbon for her floor and vault 

section which is brilliant. She did herself, the club, our 

school and her family proud! Well done Jessica!  

SPORTS  - Mr Stratford, our sports coach, is currently 

working hard on teaching us (and the teachers!) a wider range of 

sports including hockey, netball, rounders and a 

new sports called Tchoukball. Tchoukball is a 

relatively new sport, invented in the late 1960s 

and first played in 1970. Combining the pace and 

excitement of handball and volleyball, tchoukball 

is the fastest handball sport in the world today. 

Mr Stratford has also started an after school for 

rounders and netball on Thursdays for Key Stage 2 pupils—places 

are still available!  

This week, Class 1 and 2 played cricket in PE with 

Dean Smith, a professional cricket coach. They had 

a bat and were trying to hit it far so the person throwing it had to 

try to hit the posts behind the person who is batting. The other 

people who weren’t throwing or batting were fielding. (By Jessica 

and Rosie)  This week, Class 3 and 4 have been doing tag rugby in 

PE. They have been practising their passing techniques such as the 

spiral throw. They also learnt about the different rugby leagues. 

They were using their communication skills to pass the rugby ball 

whilst moving. Teyah said, “It was fantastic!” Archie also 

explained, “It was great fun.” They all had an exciting week. (By 

Hana and Lucy) 

Staff News—We are sad to announce that Mrs Perkins will be 

retiring from her role as Teaching Assistant in just over a weeks 

time. She has been at Oxspring for 17 ½ years and has 

contributed so much to school life. We plan to hold a 

surprise afternoon tea for her and the children on her last 

day  which is Monday 30th April. Further details will follow, but if 

anyone wants to contribute to a gift from the children, please 

leave donations at  the office. Many thanks. 


