
From Mrs Irwin— I can’t believe that we have come to the 

end of the first half term! It has been a really lovely start to 

another school year and our ’new’ starters have settled into school 

life so incredibly well over the past 8 weeks. I also had the pleasure 

of welcoming a set of prospective parents for the next academic 

year at our open afternoon and evening this week, which was 

extremely well attended. Many thanks to the PTA for their support 

with refreshments for these events, and to the parents who have 

highly recommended our school to other parents! The children in 

Class 1 had a fantastic experience this week with a visit from the 

Gruffalo and Flora the Explorer. You can find out more about the 

visit below. As  it is the end of the half term, the Governor News 

update can be found overleaf. Wishing you a very enjoyable half 

term break and I look forward to seeing you  when school opens 

on Monday 6th November.  

GRUFFALO WORKSHOP - The children in Class 1 
came to the help of Flora the Explorer on Tuesday this week, 
when she visited Oxspring. Flora desperately needed to find 
the Gruffalo, so Class 1 helped her by searching for clues 
which had been left all around school. These included some 
rather large Gruffalo footprints through the hall! After the 
range of searching, the children were amazed to finally find 
that the Gruffalo was in the outdoor shelter! Everyone had 
to be extremely quiet so that they didn't frighten the 
Gruffalo! After a few snuggles,  he disappeared back into the 

woods! Flora was 
very grateful to the 
children in Class 1 
for their fantastic 
detective work!  

 

 

 

HOUSEPOINTS  

Congratulations to the red team for 

the first house points victory of the 

year. Many thanks to house captain 

Will T for collecting the house trophy 

on behalf of the red team.  

 

PTA NEWS 

Our next PTA meeting is 

the Annual General Meeting, which we are holding at 

Cubley Hall in the Blue Room.  It is on Thursday 9th 

November at 6pm, and you are all very welcome to come 

along. 

Come and see what kind of things we are planning, offer 

any help you are able to give and bring your much needed 

and wanted input into how we should raise funds and also 

how you think we should spend it!  

If anyone is interested in joining the committee, we have 

positions of Chair and Vice Chairperson, Secretary and Vice 

Secretary, and Treasurer and Vice Treasurer all needing to 

be filled. Equally if you don't fancy that, please do come 

along and join in in any capacity at all - it will be very much 

appreciated. 

One reason to hold the meeting at Cubley Hall is to allow 

people to be able to eat, as we know this can be difficult to 

fit in with everything else! Another reason is to add more of 

a social aspect to our meetings, so please do come along if 

you can, it would be great to see you there. 

ATTENDANCE— Well done to 

Class 1,4 and 5 for all achieving the 

highest attendance  of 100 % last week! 

Brilliant news! Class 2 came next with 98.7 , followed  by Class 3 

with 97%. 

DAILY MILE—  Many 

thanks to everyone for coming 

along to the half term mile along 

the Trans Pennine 

Trail this morning.   
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ROVING REPORTERS  

Class 1  -  Class 1 have been trying to find the Gruffalo 

and they found him in the playground. In maths they have been 

learning how to take away and in English they have been writing 

about the Gruffalo. For guided reading, they have been reading 

‘Room on the Broom’ and they made broomsticks out of different 

materials. (Rowern and James) 

Class 2  - Class 2 have been writing about their life as if they 

were a giant and wrote a poem about a bonfire. In maths, Class 2 

have been building a city with 3D shapes. For history, they have 

been researching about Guy Fawkes and the gunpowder plot. The 

class have used chalk pastels to draw a scene related to their 

literacy work. During PE, they have been playing excellent ball 

games (By Thomas and Rosie Barnes )      

Class 3  - Class 3 have been learning about fantastic fronted 

adverbials in their English learning. Also, they have been using 

column and subtraction skills to solve their questions in maths. 

Busily, they have been researching Greek gods in topic. Using their 

creative art skills, they made firework posters about firework 

safety and they painted medals too! It has been a good week for 

Class 3! (By Lucy and Lauren) 

Class 4  -  Class 4 have been learning how to add and 

subtract money and work out the change. They have been 

learning about the ancient event of the Olympics and have 

been making persuasive posters to publicise the event. With 

the computers, Mrs Rolling and her class have used scratch 

to make ‘an escape the labyrinth’ game. Science in Class 4 

has been fun because they have used magnets to find which 

materials are magnetic and which are not. Finally, as a 

second part to their topic work they have made ‘top trump’ 

cards of Greek Gods. (By Jack & George) 

Class 5  -  Class 5 have been under-cover with the nine face 

challenge! They had to disguise themselves in 9 different pictures . 

Class 5 have entertained themselves with making ball games that 

they are hopefully going to use to play with the younger children 

at playtimes. For their maths work, they have been multiplying 

fractions. Class 5 have used parenthesis which means adding 

brackets, dashes or commas. Class 5 have been doing the amazing 

HOT sheet and inventing their own language.   (By Thomas K) 

Dates for your diary: 

 Monday 6th November  term starts and is also 

Robinwood visit 

 Thursday 9th November PTA meeting at Cubley @ 6pm 

 Tuesday 14th November PTA Fashion Show @ 6.30pm—

tickets available from school office 

 Friday 17th November is Children in Need day 

Wishing you an enjoyable and safe half term holiday 

from all the staff and governors at Oxspring. 

GOVERNOR NEWS  

The Governors of Oxspring Primary School are delighted to 

welcome you all back and wish to extend a very warm welcome to 

the parents and pupils who are new to the school this year.  We 

will be visiting the school throughout the day on 16th November, 

as part of our termly monitoring work.  

We are always delighted to hear from you and receive feedback. If 

you would like to know who we are and what we do please visit 

our page on the school website  - currently http://

oxspringprimary.co.uk/meet-our-governors/ . Please note that 

over the half term break these pages are being updated and access 

may be interrupted. We will resend our website details in the 

weekly newsletter after the half term  

Pupil Voice at our school grows louder and clearer with the new 

Pupil Parliament. We are very proud to see that our new MPs 

have now been elected to the Pupil Parliament and are ready to 

represent the views and opinions of all the pupils in our school, 

offering a great opportunity for young people to take on more 

responsibility in terms of leadership and consultation. This is an 

extension to our existing school council arrangements and 

provides pupils with a greater understanding of how Parliament 

goes about its business, the work of MPs and what it means to 

represent others. Our Parliament also creates an opportunity for 

older pupils to engage and represent the views and voice of pupils 

who do not as yet, have the confidence or language to express 

their suggestions and opinions. The Pupil Parliament will now: 

 Agree on its way of working and create a Code of Conduct 

for all MPs to abide by and how they will represent their 

constituents (class)  

 Meet monthly and every other alternative week. MPs meet 

their constituents in their class (surgeries) and there will be 

a Voice Box for pupils to put their ideas and suggestions so 

that their MPs can consider these for taking to the Pupil 

Parliament. 

 Begin to mirror aspects of how Parliament carries out its 

work , such as the introduction of Green Papers (ideas and 

suggestions) and White Papers (agreeing action and 

amending) before ratification by HT and governors (House 

of Lords).  

 Elect a Leader of the House. (Chairperson) 

 Invite the Leader of House to address the school at 

Assembly to share the Parliament’s purpose for the coming 

year and how each MP will support and represent the class 

which elected them. 

Physical Improvements—Our programme of improving security 

around the school continues with the latest development including 

a taller front perimeter fence with intercom access facilities. 

Fundraising—Our ever active PTA group have launched an 
initiative to raise funds to improve the IT facilities at school this 
year. We are very grateful for their efforts and for the very 
generous donations and contributions we have received so far. 
Please look out for our upcoming events. In the meantime we 
would like to wish you all a very restful half term break. 
 
Mrs V. Pejhan—Sykes, Governor 


