
From Mrs Irwin— I felt incredibly proud this week 

during my visit to Barnsley Town Hall, with Mrs Gratton-

Rayson and a group of children (see photograph overleaf), 

to collect our RHS award. For the third year in a row, we 

have achieved a prestigious gold award, due to the hard 

work and support from Emily and her amazing team. The 

fact that we were one of only two schools from across 

Barnsley to receive recognition is incredible. Furthermore, 

we were the only school in Yorkshire to win a second award 

for being ‘an outstanding small community’. The feedback 

from the judges is really wonderful. You can read from 

Emily’s latest garden update on the back page. Wishing you 

a very happy and enjoyable weekend!  

 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT— Further to 

last week’s newsletter, here 

is the photograph of our 

wonderful stars of Oliver 

(Isabelle R and Rosie B) 

which took place at Fox Valley last week. 

Well done girls— you should be very 

proud of your talents!  

Please do let us know if you would like your child to be in 

the spotlight for any reason  for us to celebrate and feel 

proud!  

CROSS COUNTRY—Some of our children were able 
to represent the school at the cross country on Wednesday 
– despite the rain and freezing weather they represented 
our school magnificently!  In every race there were well 
over 100 children! In the Year 3 race, Amy came an amazing 
2nd , Poppy flew in at 28thand Leah came 51st, Leading the 
Oxspring team in the Y5 girls race, Rosie came 11th, Hana 
followed closely behind in 31st, and Lucy came through in 
48th place. All children came in the first half of the field so 
huge congratulations to them. Ryan came 21st in the Y3 
boys race, with Luke representing the Y5s by coming 20th. In 
the Y6 boys event, Sam came in 5th, Ben was 15th and Jake 
was 25th! All our runners are to be congratulated for 
performing so well in such difficult conditions.  

We do understand that many children were disappointed 
not to run on Wednesday, - the decision was made based 
on the weather conditions and the fact that we would have 
been out in the rain and cold all afternoon, with no 
opportunity for getting warm or dry. We do have plans to 
create our own local Oxspring Cross Country race in order to 
make up for this. Further details will follow. 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  

(06.10. 17) 

Meet our excellent learners who should be 

very proud of their achievements. The 

teachers  choose one child for showing a 

positive attitude towards learning in any 

aspect of the curriculum, as  well as a second child for being a ‘hot shot 

writer’ (HSW). The HSW award goes to children who have shown excellent 

effort and progress in their writing, along with an impressive application of 

writing skills. 

Class 1:  Emma J—For fantastic writing and spelling in phonics! 

(HSW) 

James D-C— For brilliant sorting of more / less than 

Class 2: : William S—For wonderful writing about the smartest 

giant in town. (HSW) 

Harvey W– For excellent questions /answers during science . 

Class 3:  Harley K—For superb writing in all his work! (HSW) 

Tehya W —For making a fantastic Greek pot 

Class 4: Jonah B—For his consistent 100% effort in writing (and all 

subjects!)  (HSW) 

Eliot H—For excellent work in history. 

Class 5:   Will T—For excellent use of language in his report! 

(HSW) 

Lucy W—For  superb application of maths skills 

REDS IN THE COMMUNITY—  On Tuesday, Gareth 

for  Reds In The Community visited school to celebrate the 

fundraising efforts of our school. I am delighted to announce that 

we have raised an incredible £1109.87! This is an fantastic amount, 

I would like to thank each and every one of you who has 

sponsored the children in this event – your generosity is 

appreciated so much by us all.  As you will know, this is split 

between school and the Reds - We will be using our share to 

further improve our play provision for breaks and lunchtimes, so 

we will shortly be able to show the children what their efforts have 

bought them. The signed shirt was won by Luke and 

Ryan – many congratulations to them. 

ATTENDANCE— Well done to Class 3 for  achieving the 

highest attendance  of 95% last week! Class 4 came next  with 

94.8% , followed closely by Class 1 with 94% and Class 5 with 93%. 

Finally Class 2 achieved 91.9% 

PTA—If you are free, please come along to a PTA meeting next 

Friday 13th October at 2.30pm in the staff room. It would be lovely 

to see you there!  
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ROVING REPORTERS  

Class 1  -  Class 1 have been mathematicians by 

taking one more and one less than from different 
numbers!  Also, in English they have been learning 
about ‘Frog on the log’ and ‘Dog can run fast’! For PE, they have 
been practising throwing with balls and bean bags into the hoops. 
As well as that, they have been exploring in the mud kitchen. (By 
Molly and Jack) 
Class 2  - Class 2 have been re-writing the story ‘The Smartest 

Giant in Town’ in their English work. In maths, some children have 

been using Numicon to make numbers,  whilst other children have 

been busy using number lines to solve problems. In science, Class 2 

have been growing cress and beans for their giant topic which is 

becoming successful! Also, they have been writing a bean diary to 

show how much their plants have grown. In addition, they have 

been doing a life cycle of a plant. Class 2 have been dancing rocket 

dances and cat moves in PE. They have been drawing exciting 

gruffalos in the playground! On Monday, they did multisports with 

Team Activ at Penistone Grammar School. (By Rosie S & Rosie B ) 

Class 3  - Class 3 have been using column addition to find the 

questions for the answers in maths. They  have been writing a 
diary entry which sounds great! The children have also been 
writing results for their friction work in science. Finally, they have 
been painting Greeks pots as part of their art topic. (By Lucy and 
Hana)     

Class 4  -  Each morning, Class 4 complete amazing maths work! 

They have been extending their knowledge of  column addition 

and subtraction. During PE they have been practising athletics with 

Team Activ. For their science work they have been investigating 

with magnets, as part of their force work which sounds really 

interesting. In topic they have been researching Ancient Greek 

buildings! (By Hugo and Macen) 

Class 5  -  Delicious science took place this week in Class 5!  The 

children  have been making mouth watering  toasted cheese 

sandwiches as part of their science  work on reversible and 

irreversible changes! Also, instead of going to the cross-country 

(cancelled due to bad weather) they danced in the Hall. In the 

amazing world of maths Class 5 have been ’having fun’ with long 

division. In English, they have been writing a non chronological 

report about a subject which interests each person. Finally,  Class 5 

have been looking on the ‘App Store ’ to see if their own app 

design already exists. If it was in existence, they had to try and 

make theirs better!  (By Thomas K )         

KEY STAGE 1 MULTI SKILLS 

On Monday night, a team of fifteen Year 1 
and 2 children took part in a multi skills 
tournament at Penistone Grammar School, 
competing with children from all over the 
Penistone area. They had to complete 
events such as an obstacle course, a rugby 
ball relay, throwing and catching, and many 
more! Although they didn’t win, we were 

extremely proud of how well the children competed and how 
much they enjoyed themselves. Well done to all our team 
members! Many thanks to Mr West for taking the children, along 
with the help and support from parents / carers. It is greatly 
appreciated! 

FIT FRIDAY—Many thanks to everyone who came 
along to October’s Fit Friday session this morning! Once 
more, it was great to see so many of you! What a good way 
to warm up on a crisp autumn morning!  

PUPIL PARLIAMENT—We are 

delighted to announce that the following 

children have been voted in as our very 

first Pupil Parliament MPs for Oxspring 

Primary School: Rebecca M; Lauren D; 

Pearl O; James M; Joe T; Jacob H; Thomas 

H; Anaabelle W and Lucy W. Following a whole school assembly, 

the children carried out a secret vote (replicating the actual voting 

day process) following consideration of the MP statements which 

they had written. Mr Cassidy (school governor) who will be 

working with Mrs Marsden and the Pupil Parliament wrote to say,  

‘Could you please on my behalf thank all the candidates who put 

their names forward for election, especially the children who will 

be disappointed not to have been elected. Can you say how 

impressed I was with all of the statements they so carefully and 

thoughtfully wrote.’ Many thanks to every child who applied for 

the posts. We look forward to seeing our MPs improve pupil voice 

throughout school and help to make decisions about school 

improvement!  

G A R D E N  A W A R D—We 

attended the RHS Barnsley in Bloom 

awards on Wednesday at the Town Hall 

with the Mayor and other award 

recipients. It was such a lovely, special 

evening seeing how many amazing groups 

of committed inspiring volunteers there are all over Barnsley. The 

awards were extra special, as this is the first year the certificates 

were given out in the council chambers and the children sat right 

at the front next to Mrs Irwin and the mayor! The amazing school 

representatives really showed everyone at the awards that not 

only are Oxspring awesome horticulturists but showed why 

Oxspring school children are kind, thoughtful, hardworking, 

enthusiastic and a great team! All of the garden volunteers feel a 

huge pride in all of the children who keep learning and growing 

from the very first dig in the garden 8 years ago! A very special 

thank you to Jessica B Hana K, Thomas H, Joe T and Rhea S for 

attending the awards and receiving the certificates with such grace 

and pride! Warmest thanks and gratitude to Mrs Irwin for 

embracing the garden and all the children’s ideas  - however 

quirky and whimsical—we could not do any of what we achieve 

without her support! Happy harvesting. Emily Gratton—Rayson 

Dates for your diary: 

 Wednesday 11th October—entries for Great British 

Oxspring Bake Off 

 Thursday 11th October—cake slice / buns sale—all 50p 

(proceeds to PTA IT project)  

 Thursday 17th / 19th October—Parents’ evening. Letters 

out today. Times allocated on first come first served basis 

 Thursday 19th October Harvest Festival @2pm, followed 

by auction 

Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend from all the 

staff and governors at Oxspring. 


