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3rd May 2017 

Dear Parents / Carers 

National Share A Story Month 

 

As part of our school improvement plan priority of developing 

reading for pleasure, we are planning to celebrate National Share 

a Story Month which started on 1st May. National Share a Story 

Month (NSSM) is an annual celebration of the power of 

storytelling and story sharing led by the Federation of Children’s 

Book Group. This year’s theme is ‘Picture a Story’.  Involvement 

in the month’s theme provides a fantastic opportunity to fulfill 

the core aim of bringing children and stories together.  

Key objectives for the month are: 

 to celebrate the power of illustrations, particularly in picture books, for all ages and to 

encourage sharing of picture books 

 to encourage creative writing using pictures as starting points 

 to encourage children to draw, illustrate, sketch and tell a story, however simple, 

through their own pictures and the comic format 

Throughout the month of May, we will be holding a range of reading events across school, as well 

as focusing on the theme of picture books in our whole school assemblies. In addition to our on-

going curriculum work, we will further raise the profile of reading and telling stories in each 

class.  

Alongside this we have planned the following: 

 Based on the new picture book ‘The Everywhere Bear’ (written by 

Julia Donaldson and illustrated by Rebecca Cobb), each child will take 

it in turns to take home their own class ‘bear’ and  log its  adventures 

over the month. These can then be used to create our very own 

picture story books. 

 On Wednesday 17th May we would like to invite you and your child / 

children to ‘Start the day with a picture book’ – come along to the 

Hall from 8.15am and enjoy sharing picture books together (tea, 

coffee and juice will be served). Toddlers also very welcome!  
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 On Tuesday 23rd May, we would like to invite Class 1 and 2 children to come along to a 

‘PJs and Picture Books’ event from 6pm – 7pm. (A supper reading event for Class 

3,4 and 5 will be held after half term). Further details will be sent out shortly. 

 On Wednesday 24th May we will hold a whole school ‘Picture Storybook Readathon’, 

where all staff and children will read picture books together at the same time. Children 

can bring in their favourite picture book to share for this event. We will also hold a 

special ‘Everywhere Bear’ assembly for the children to share the adventures of their 

class bears on this date. 

In addition to the events above, we will also plan paired reading events, for classes to share 

reading picture books together, as well as a picture book front cover design competition. Mrs 

Sparks (Reading Governor), Mrs Tomlinson and I will start Book Clubs over the next few weeks. 

Finally, we will be sharing the results from the parents’ reading questionnaires shortly and noted 

that several parents are interested in helping out with reading in school. If any parents/ carers 

would be interested in coming into school to help out with reading picture books during May, we 

would be delighted! Please contact the school office for further details. 

Kind regards 

 

Sharon Irwin 

 


