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28th February 2017 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Updates 

I hope that you all managed to have a wonderful holiday and a good rest. As usual, it is another busy half 

term ahead, so I wanted to provide you with a few updates regarding some of our school improvement plan 

priorities and other key events. 

Firstly, as you may know, developing reading for pleasure is one of this 

year’s priority areas. In light of this, we are currently working on further 

raising the profile of reading throughout school, in addition to enhancing 

our reading communication systems between home and school. The 

Department for Education (DFE) carried out research into the 

importance of reading for pleasure which states that: 

 ‘A growing number of studies show that promoting reading can have a 

major impact on children and adults and their future. Several main areas 

of the benefits to reading for pleasure include: reading attainment and 

writing ability; text comprehension and grammar; breadth of vocabulary; 

positive reading attitudes;  greater self-confidence as a reader;  pleasure in reading in later life; general 

knowledge; a better understanding of other cultures; community participation; and a greater insight into 

human nature and decision-making’. If you are interested, the DFE document can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/284286/reading_for_ple

asure.pdf  

 Starting today, each class will take part in a daily ‘Paws to read’ session from 1pm, where 

the children will read independently (or even to a furry toy) in order to enjoy the 

experience of reading, develop sustained concentration and focus and cultivate a whole 

school higher motivation for reading and learning. We also plan to begin a couple of age 

appropriate book clubs this half term to further enhance this, with the support of our 

reading governor Mrs Sparks. 

 

In addition to this, in our excellent learning assembly each week, the class teachers will choose a ‘reading 

champion’ who: 

 Demonstrates an improved attitude towards reading (including reading at home) 

 Increases their reading comprehension and fluency 

 Expands their use of vocabulary and language through their reading 

 Displays increased confidence and pride in their reading skills 

 Is passionate about reading 

 

We are also really keen to further develop the importance of reading at home, so we 

plan to start a ‘hungry reader’ initiative. If your child reads at home at least 3 

times each week (including weekends) and this is recorded and signed in their home 
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school reading log, the children will be given a reading lottery ticket.  The lottery tickets will then be 

collected by each class to go towards a half termly prize draw with prizes being new reading books and 

bookmarks. In addition to this, on a weekly basis a ‘hungry reader’ ticket will be drawn so that a child from 

each class can sit on a very special ‘hungry readers’ table’ over lunch on Friday with a chosen friend. The 

children will also be able to access ‘stay in and read’ opportunities during playtimes and also (once the 

weather is warmer) enjoy reading outside in the quiet garden.  

After the hugely successful PTA project of purchasing new 

guided reading books for KS2, our next urgent area for 

improvement is on enhancing the quality of home school reading 

books. In order to assist us with this, we are going to set up 

our own ‘Oxspring Book Shop’, where we will sell quality 

reading books at low prices and all the income generated will go 

towards buying new reading books for home. We will also carry 

out enterprise initiatives to help with this, in addition to 

seeking the support of the PTA. 

We will shortly be sending out a brief reading questionnaire for parents / carers to complete in order to 

further inform our next steps. A final part of our current reading plan is to improve the quality of home 

school reading logs and systems of communication about supporting reading at home.  

Can I also take this opportunity to remind you that it is World Book day on Thursday 2nd March, so the 

children can come to school dressed as their favourite book character. It is also our first ‘Fit Friday’ of 

the half term on Friday 3rd March - hopefully see you at 8.15am in the Hall! 

Finally, Mr West will be providing all parents with an update of your child’s current attainment and 

progress information, which will be shared with you at the forthcoming parents’ evenings. We also plan to 

hold a parents’ information workshop on Wednesday 15th March at 6pm about the curriculum and 

assessments. We will also hold another ‘drop in’ for parents to look at your child / children’s work from 

3.30pm on Thursday 16th March. 

As you can see, we have many things planned to support our school improvement priorities and we really 

appreciate your support in making them a huge success. 

Many thanks. 

Kind regards 

Sharon Irwin 

 


