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15th March 2017 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Did you know that Oxspring Primary School and the other schools in the 

Penistone area are amongst the worst funded schools in the country? 

YOUR CHILD DESERVES FAIR FUNDING: MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! 

Oxspring Primary School has always greatly valued the support which you give us at 

school. If there was ever a time when we have needed to call upon your support, it is 

now. As you will have no doubt seen and heard in the press over recent months, school 

funding is at the forefront of the political arena and there have been many examples of 

schools and Local Authorities, such as West Sussex, taking drastic measures to 

highlight the financial challenges they face.   Schools across the country are facing a 

growing funding crisis caused by cuts to school budgets at a time of rising pupil 

numbers and increasing staffing and running costs. Our challenge is no less great; in 

fact we are in real terms one of the most poorly funded schools in the country.  

  

It is time now for Oxspring Primary School to ensure that our plight to achieve fairer 

funding is known and widely publicised. Under the proposals, our budget will face a 

decrease of 1.6% to our annual budget from 2018 / 19, although other schools in the 

Barnsley borough will increase. The impact of such a reduction in income is quite 

significant for us. Our school (and others locally) are facing a very real crisis. This will 

potentially mean large class sizes; fewer support staff; less support for our pupils; less 

staff training, less computers and technology; no curriculum enrichment activities ….the 

list goes on. These are just a few examples of what cuts may have to be made; in simple 

terms, the amount the school receives in its budget will not be enough to run the school 

as it stands now, and it’s only going to get worse over the next few years. How is this 

fair for our children at Oxspring? 

We have a small window of opportunity to challenge the proposals put forward by the 

Government and ensure your child / children receive the funding which they are 

entitled to, much earlier than the proposed implementation plan allows for. If you have 

the opportunity, could you please complete your responses to the formal consultation 

for the school funding formula, which can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/schools-national-funding-formula-stage-

2  (this closes on 22 March 2017). Alternatively, please make your views about the 

funding proposals heard by writing to our local MP Angela Smith to let her know of your 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/schools-national-funding-formula-stage-2
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concerns for the children at Oxspring Primary School. Her email address is 

mailto:officeofangelasmithmp@parliament.uk and her contact address can be found at 

http://www.angelasmith-mp.org.uk/ .  

Please help us to make our voices heard. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Kind regards 

Sharon Irwin 
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