
From Mrs Irwin—We are absolutely thrilled and 

delighted with phase 1 of ‘Project Playground’ which was 

completed this week! Further details can be found on page 

2, but my fondest memory of the week has to be seeing the 

children’s faces as they explored all the markings for the 

very first time! Magical! Many thanks to the parents / carers 

who attended the ‘Curriculum and Assessment’ meeting this 

week—if there is enough interest we will hold the session 

again for those parents who were not able to attend. Due to 

a high level of demand, the red noses sold out in a matter of 

days, so we have ordered a couple more boxes which will be 

delivered at the start of next week. Wishing you a very 

happy weekend! 

CLASS 3 AND 4 VISIT—On Wednesday we spent 
the day at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 
We saw different sculptures and 
completed lots of outdoor learning. 
Activities included sketching a Totem Pole 
and writing similes about the sculptures.  
The day was 

packed with fun! Our favourite 
activity was writing a shape poem 
about the Junk Trees. These were 
metal sculptures with bits of 

rubbish on the end 
of them. One of the trees even had a 
toilet, bathtub, hen house, shed and 
sink on it! We loved the sculptures—
they were unusual and not like normal 
trees. We had a go at sketching a 
Totem pole and learned what different 

parts of the pole meant which was 
interesting.  We had a go at making rock 
people, called Inukshuk . This was fun 
and we were good at finding the right 

shaped rock.  The 
Sculpture Park is huge and 
has lots of open space. We had a running race 
to the horse sculpture which tired us out.  The 
morning was very busy and we were all ready 
for our lunch! After a 
quick picnic there was 

time to have a quick run around and 
play tig.  
Overall, we had a great day and we 

really enjoyed all of the different activities which we did - 

especially spending our money in the gift shop! (By Rhea, 

Sonny, Connie and Lucy—Class 3) 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  17.3.17 

Meet this week’s excellent learners who 

should be very proud of their achievements. 

The teachers  choose one child for showing a 

positive attitude towards learning in any 

aspect of the curriculum, as  well as a second 

child for being a reading champion (RC). 

Class 1:  Jenson K—For  excellent counting in twos! 

Sienna M— For superb blending when playing a bingo game! (RC) 

Class 2: : Thomas L—For an informative report about frogs. 

Alex E– For supporting others with reading (RC) 

Class 3:  Lily M—For .being responsible for her own learning and 

completing maths at home. 

Harvey W—For  fabulous reading in guided reading sessions! (RC) 

Class 4: Oliver B—For super perseverance in handwriting! 

Joe T—For his excellent contributions to guided reading. (RC) 

Class 5:   Ben A—For super effort to improve handwriting and 

presentation! 

Sarah T—For superb understanding in guided reading sessions! 

(RC) 

FAIR FUNDING LETTER— Many thanks to all 

parents who have contacted school about how you can 

help in getting our voices heard with regards to the fair 

funding proposals. We have produced 2 example letters 

written to the Secretary of State for Education (Justine 

Greening) and also Angela Smith MP. These will be 

emailed out to parents today and we will also put copies 

of these on our website. Paper copies can also be collected 

from the school office. Please either use these to write 

your own version or simply add your address,  sign and 

return to us by next Friday to send off in bulk, to ensure 

that our concerns about the impact of funding cuts on our 

school are shared. Many thanks for your fabulous support 

with this. 

ATTENDANCE—Well done to Class  

4 for achieving the highest attendance  of 100% in the  last week 

again! Super Class 4!  Class 3 came next with 98.9% , followed 

closely by Class 2 with 98.6. Class 1 achieved 97.1% and finally 

Class 5 with 95.6%. 
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Roving Reporters 

Class 1  -  ‘We have been designing and making pirate 
flags’ said Eliza proudly. Class 1 have been practising for 
sports day (which is only a week away) and have been 
learning about all the different races. They have re-opened 
their mud kitchen now the weather has improved and 
started making mud and stick soup. Finally, they have been 
writing about famous pirates that have actually lived! (By 
Chloe and Molly) 

Class 2  - “We found maths very exciting this week. We 
made a clock in the playground where all the children held 
hands in the circle and put skipping ropes in the centre as 
the clock hands.” Brook explained. Also the children in Class 
2 have been measuring objects around the classroom . 
When they  did literacy, they wrote about the stages that 
frogs go through, which was inspired by information from 
the Yorkshire Wildlife Park . To get ready for sports day, 
Class 2 practised some of the races in PE. They also do the 
daily mile run .”I loved it!” Brook told us. Class 2 also looked 
for different bugs in their habitats. (By Sarah and Rebecca) 

Class 3  - Excitingly, in maths this week, Class 3 have been 
learning about degrees and co-ordinates. Whilst they were 
doing topic work, they made volcanoes using vinegar and 
bicarbonate of soda.  Class 3 have been making leaflets to 
persuade people to go to Yellowstone National Park; it 
sounds like a lovely place to visit! Finally, Class 3 have been 
swimming and Lily said, “ It is amazing, fun and excellent!” 
Louie also exclaimed “Swimming is even better than school 
work!” (By Sam T and George D)    

Class 4  - This week in English, Class 4 have been writing some 

fabulous persuasive letters about coming to Penistone to then go 
to Yellowstone Park in America. Class 4 have also been 
learning  about suffixes. During the week, in maths, the class have 
been solving some incredible word  problems using column 
subtraction. This week in P.E. they have been mastering the ways 
of cricket and intuitive dance moves, one of the children in Class 4, 
Ava, told us, “I really enjoyed doing cricket with Dean because it 
was really fun doing all the different things involved with it!” With 
Mr West, Class 4 have been using the computers for a project 
called ‘We are meteorologists!’. In science Class 4 have been 
learning about amplitude to make sounds louder and quieter.   

Class 5  -  Class 5 has had a very complicated week, with lots 

going on! During maths, we have been learning more about 
translating shapes to different co-ordinates but they weren’t any 
type of shapes  - they were irregular shapes! Furthermore, in 
English, we have learnt how prefixes change sentences. In art with 
Mrs Irwin, we have been finishing off our Queen Victoria ‘pop art’ 
and have started learning about Van Gogh . Also in PE we are 
learning three different subjects at once and they are: tennis, 
cricket and dance. When questioned, Annabelle W stated,  “I liked 
the art and I thought it was extremely fun!” (By Hazel O) 

Y E A R  1  A N D  2 

MULTISKILLS—  Many thanks 

and well done to all of the children in Year 

1 and 2 who attended the multi skills 

session at PGS on Monday (Ollie, Alfred, 

Amy, Poppy, Austin, Elise, Thomas, Sam K, Ryan , Tehya, Georgia 

and Benjamin). The children came in 4th place and had a fabulous 

time! The penalty shoot out was the most fun and hockey was the 

most challenging! “It helped us to get fitter!” exclaimed Sam K! 

 

‘ P R O J E C T 

PLAYGROUND’ - 

The excitement from everyone when phase 
1 of ‘Project Playground’ started was 
fantastic to see! The transformation in just 
a few days is incredible and the buzz 
around the playground is simply wonderful 
to experience! The children have spent the 

week exploring the different markings and they have come up with 
some super ideas! The markings have also been used to enhance 
learning opportunities in class sessions!  
Next week, we will further develop ideas 
and activities which the children can do at 
lunchtimes and playtimes using the 
markings.  We are also in the process of 
drawing up a list of equipment to be 
ordered which will be used along with the 
markings. Phase 2 of the project is now dependent upon the 

outcomes of our bid for lottery funding, 
which we should hear about shortly. The plan 
then is to install a tyre park and a climbing 
wall along the flat part of the playground, 
over the former hopscotch areas.  Fingers 
crossed!  

SCHOOL COUNCIL—On Monday the 13th of March, 4 

members of the school council (Hugo, Jake, Hazel and Luke) met 
with the governors to speak about the playground and school 
council in general. The councillors met at 5:30pm to practice their 
speeches. Luke introduced the councillors to the governing body 
because he is the chair person and then each person took it in turn 
to speak. The governors then asked the council members 
questions. In June the older members of the council are going to 
London and will have a tour around Westminster. They have 
already been to Penistone to meet the local Mayor. Also they have 
been to Barnsley to see the Mayor of Barnsley. After the speech 
the councillors were treated to chocolate biscuits and a drink!  (By  
Jake A) 

READING—Many thanks to all the parents / carers who 

have returned the reading questionnaire to us. If you have not yet 
had the chance to do so,  could you please return to school at the 
start of next week, so that we can then analyse the feedback. Two 
key areas coming through are the 
quality of home school reading books 
and the condition of our school library, 
both of which we are very keen to 
rectify. In order to raise the much 
needed funds for enhancing the quality of our books, we are 
opening our own Oxspring Book Shop. All books sold will generate 
money to go back into the much needed improvements in our 
reading books. The book shop will be open at 3.30pm on Monday 
20th March and all books are priced at £2.00. Please do come 
along and have a look and support us in improving the reading 
experiences of our children. Many thanks. 

Dates for your diary: 

 Year 5 and 6 Tag Rugby at PGS after school Monday 

 Sports Day is Wednesday 22nd March! 

 Friday 24th march is Red Nose Day— ‘Dress to make 

us laugh’! Don’t forget come along to the ‘1980s 

Danceathon’ at 8.15am—8.45am. Also 

contributions of  red nose day buns please. 

Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend from all the  

staff and governors at Oxspring. 


