
From Mrs Irwin 

Many thanks to Mr West, Mrs Tomlinson and all staff for 
making ‘National Storytelling Week’ such a huge success! 
Further details can be found below. Thanks also to Mrs 
Sparks (Reading Governor) who has also contributed 
significantly to the week, as well as 
arranging a wonderful storytelling visit 
from 89 year old local resident Brenda 
Williams. Brenda kept the children 
enthralled with tales of her time in 
service when she left school at 14 years 
old and told of how life was very much different  for her as a 
child compared to nowadays! Thank you so much to 
Brenda—that is what real storytelling is all about! 

National Storytelling 

Week—The Book Swap 

We are delighted to announce 
that at the book swap event 
held on Tuesday there was a 
huge 271 swaps made! What a 

fantastic way to refresh each other’s book collection. A 
huge thank you to all who helped and 
to all who swapped! 

Start the day with a book….. 

Thank you all who came to this event. It 
was lovely to see children and adults 

enjoying the story books together. The children’s 
enthusiasm for the books was 
wonderful! 

Readathon! 

The whole school came together to 
read stories on Thursday. Lots of our 
older children really enjoyed reading stories to   Class One 
and Two! We even did the mannequin challenge  -its 
amazing how still the children can be! 

The Mini Zoo! 

Class One had a very exciting visitor on 
Thursday—the mini zoo! The children 
were able to see different animals such 
as snakes, a guinea pig, a tortoise, a rat 
and even a skunk! The children loved 
meeting all the fabulous creatures. 

Also in Class One news, Mrs Reeve and Mrs Tomlinson have asked 
that if anyone has any toy cars they would be willing to donate to 
school to help with the children’s maths work then that would be 
very much appreciated. If we refer  to the type wanted as 
‘Matchbox cars’ we are sure that you know the kind of thing they 
mean! Thank you in advance for your help. 

Mrs Wright returns 

We are delighted that Mrs Wright will be returning to school 

from her maternity leave on Monday 6th February. She will be 

teaching in Class 3 on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and 

Mrs Marsden will continue to teach Class 3 on Thursday and 

Friday. Mrs Wright  has already visited  her new class several 

times and is really looking forward to teaching them. Both 

teachers will continue to work together closely to ensure that 

the transition between each half of the week is smooth and 

seamless. 

Mrs Gleadall leaves us 

Mrs Gleadall, one of our kitchen 
assistants left us on Tuesday. She has 
worked tirelessly as one of the team 
providing the school dinners for the 
children for over 6 years. We would like 
to thank her for all her hard work and 
wish her all the very best for the future. 

Victorian Day 

On Monday, Class Two experienced a Victorian school day. 
They had to follow strict school rules, and if they disobeyed, 
they faced scary punishments! The children wrote on slates 
using chalk, and learnt the Owl and the Pussycat by repeating 
it line by line. They finished the day with a slice of Victoria 
sponge cake – Queen Victoria’s favourite! “I loved it because 
Miss Grobler was really strict!” said Siggy.  

Safer Internet Day 

Tuesday is ‘Safer Internet Day’, so all the 
children will be learning about an aspect 
of this before coming together for a whole 
school assembly at the end of the day. 
Don’t forget our e-safety workshop which 
will be held on Tuesday night at 6:00pm. 
Please contact the office if you would like 
a place. It would be great to see you there! If you would like to 
look at some resources for parents around this issue, an 
excellent starting point is http://www.childnet.com/
resources/know-it-all-for-parents It’s never too early for 
children to start learning the habits that will help them to 
remain safe in our increasingly internet reliant world! 

Headlice 

Please can we ask for parents / carers to be vigilant and check 
your child’s hair regularly.  

Thank you for your help and cooperation.  

3rd February 2017 



Roving Reporters 

Class 1 

In Class 1 this week they have been writing about their 
perfect pet. Next they were counting and measuring cubes 
using scales. On Thursday morning something very special 
happened—the mobile zoo came in to class. The lady 
brought in some real animals to show the children 
including: a skunk, a rat , a guinea pig, hedgehog, tortoise, 
snake and a lizard called a bearded dragon. Throughout the 
week they were doing some PE they were using apparatus 
with their hands and knees. (By Chloe and Charlotte) 

Class 2 

Class 2 have had a very busy week. They have been back in 
time and dressed up as Victorians and they even played 
some Victorian games. However in PE, they have been 
stretching and curling on the apparatus. Also in literacy, 
they have been writing recounts about what they did on 
their Victorian day. In maths, they have been learning about 
odd and even numbers and answering true or false 
questions about it. They were also writing the answers to 
quiz questions. (By Annabelle W and Hazel O) 

Class 3 

In maths, Class 3 have been learning about money and 
adding and subtracting in columns, also using money. They 
have been writing letters to Mrs Irwin persuading her to let 
them go to Spain for a school trip in literacy! In science, 
they have been using blue and yellow ice cubes  to find out 
which one would partially melt first. Class 3 have been 
drawing symmetrical patterns with felt tip pens and foam 
squares—they have also been doing Monet style paintings.  

(By Alice and Molly) 

Class 4 

In maths, Class 4 have been learning about coordinates. 
They have been having loads of fun. In literacy, Class 4 have 
been writing twisted tales. They have been doing this by 
reading loads of stories, getting lots of ideas, and mixing 
them all together and making a story. Also, in science, they 
have been learning about the effects of water when you put 
it on heat. They saw how and why ice cubes melted in heat. 
They also looked at what happened when water got left out 
over time. In art (with Mrs Marsden) they have been 
drawing Indian and Italian mosaics. In PE,  Class4 have been 
learning ball skills.  (By Rebecca and Chloe) 

Class 5 

In maths, Class 5 has been learning about units of 
measurements and problem solving. Also in literacy, we 
have been thinking about our 500 words stories with Mrs 
Sparks. In science we have been learning  about light with 
Mrs Taylor. Plus in PE we have been developing our 
gymnastics. In computing we have been making museums 
on SketchUp and in history we have been researching about 
1980s technology. (By George and William) 

 

 Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend from all the 

staff and governors at Oxspring. 

Attendance: 

Class 1   100% Class 2              96.4% 

Class 3    95.3%   Class 4              96.4% 

Class 5    99.2% 

Another fantastic score for Class One! Well done everyone. 

PTA Update 

There's still time to book in for a family photo shoot slot this 
Sunday at school. A great opportunity to have some quality 
photos taken and raise money for the PTA at the same time. 
Contact us via our Facebook group or via email at 
oxspringpta@gmail.com for more information or to book a 
place. 
 
Please join us for our Coffee Morning next week on Friday 
10th in the school hall at 9am. Everyone is welcome for 
drinks, cake, chat and a play. For those who are unable to 
stick around, why not pop in for a take away hot drink and a 
cheeky slice of cake!  
As ever donations of nut free baked goods, home made or 
bought, will be greatly appreciated. 
Really hope to see you there. 
 

Lost Property 

As you can imagine, in a busy school like 
ours it is easy for children to mislay items of clothing and we 
all appreciate how frustrating this can be. If we find 
anything around school and it has a name on it we will 
always return it to the named owner. However, even 
named items can go missing sometimes. If your children are 
coming home without items of clothing,  could we please 
remind you that we have a lost property bin in the hall and 
also  in the KS1 entrance. Items are also found in the 
cloakrooms outside the classrooms. It is always a good idea 
to come and check the cloakroom outside the hall as often 
children will leave jumpers / coats etc. there when they go 
in for their lunch. Can we also please ask you to be vigilant 
at home  - one jumper or PE top looks very much like 
another and it’s very easy for a mix up to be missed! Thank 
you all for your help with this. 

DT Day 

On Wednesday 15th February, every 
class in school will be having a Design 
Technology Day where children will 
plan, build, test and evaluate models 
that they have built during the day. 

In order to have enough materials in school for children to 
work with, we’d be very grateful for donations of:  

Small cardboard boxes, no bigger than cereal box size.  

Shoe boxes. 

Cardboard inners of kitchen roll or wrapping paper. 

These can be bought into your child’s class from Monday. 
Many thanks in anticipation of your support. 

 

 

mailto:oxspringpta@gmail.com

