
From Mrs Irwin 

As always, I felt incredibly 

proud during our excellent 

learning assembly this 

week. The children’s 

positive attitudes and 

passion for learning are 

echoed by children all around school and the growth 

mindset thinking is evident to see. The children are excited 

by the challenges presented to them and are determined to 

be the best they can be! It was also lovely to see the school 

council present their playground improvements in assembly 

this week too. Finally, thank you so much to everyone for 

helping the PTA raise an incredible £3,000 for our 

playground project. Work is currently underway with a few 

companies to make a start on the project! Exciting times! 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 
As part of the school playground improvements, the school council 
have used some of their money to start the project rolling. After 
discussing ideas with each class, the council members have bought 
a variety of items including giant Jenga, giant snakes and ladders, a 
game of quoits and 5 spare footballs one for each class. They 
presented the outcomes of their work in assembly this Thursday! 
‘We raised £174.36 from the 10-100 pound challenge and we 
spent £174 pounds of it on outdoor things because each class had 
a vote and outdoor came out on top. Jake A is the treasurer and 
his job is being in charge of the money! It’s really important 
because if we didn’t know how much money we have we wouldn’t 
be able to buy anything!  Hazel O is the vice chairperson and her 
role is when the chairperson isn’t there she controls the meetings. 
Luke is the chairperson and he is in charge of the meetings!’  
Please see photos on page 2! (By Jake A and Hazel O)  

 

ATTENDANCE 

Well done to Class  2 and 3 for achieving the highest attendance  in 

the  last week with 97.9%. Fantastic work !  Class 5  came next with  

96.8%, followed by Class 4 with 94.3%. Finally Class 1 achieved  

88.6%.  

We closely monitor attendance and at the moment we have a 

group of children whose attendance has recently fallen below 90%. 

We will be contacting parents / carers  individually to highlight our 

concerns.  Excellent attendance and punctuality is our aim for 

every child. Full attendance not only maximises learning 

opportunities but evidence shows that children who have good 

attendance make better progress both academically and socially. 

Lost minutes equals lost learning.  

Many thanks for you support with this. 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS  20.1.17 

Meet this week’s excellent learners 

who should be very proud of their 

achievements. The teachers  

choose one child for showing a 

positive attitude towards learning in 

any aspect of the curriculum, as  

well as a second child for mastering 

maths (our M&Ms!).   

Class 1: Emma J —For excellent effort with her writing about cats 

Finlay SC— For super work solving one more than problems with 

numbers to 100 (MM) 

Class 2: : Austin M / Henry G—For a friendly and positive attitude 

towards their learning 

Winnie H– For  super independent learning using a 100 square 

(MM) 

Class 3:  Miles H—For fabulous explanations in his science work! 

Rhea S—For a great attitude towards her fractions work this week

(MM) 

Class 4: Thomas K—For using excellent subordination in his 

writing. 

Hugo R—For superb attitude towards maths showing resilience 

and perseverance! (MM) 

Class 5:   Sam T —For fantastic use of dialogue and description in 

his detective story. 

George D—For  superb thinking and application in all maths tasks

(MM) 

SAFEGUARDING 
We are currently working closely with the local authority to 
improve the safeguarding of our premises. Plans are in place for 
improvements to the front fencing and gates, along with secure 
access arrangements into school for the safety of all of our pupils. 
Can parents / carers please ensure that gates are closed behind 
you in the meantime and ensure that you report to the main office 
if you are coming onto the premises during the day. The back gates 
will be opened at 3.20pm each day. Can parents / carers please 
also note that the office opens at 8.45am on a morning. Any letters 
may be placed in the black post box outside of the main entrance 
door before this time. Many thanks for your understanding. 
 

JOB VACANCY—Lunchtimes 
Urgently required  -  school meals supervisory assistant 

(SMSA) every day from 12.15pm to 1pm. Job share will be 

considered. Please contact the office for further details. 

20 January 2017 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fhanhamabbotsjunior.org.uk%2Fcms%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F09%2Fattendance.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fhanhamabbotsjunior.org.uk%2Fschool-attendance%2F&docid=I2nnKf2yUMxoPM&tbnid=QolmYaklUT7d8M%3A&w


Roving Reporters 

Class 1  -  Class 1’s topic is pets, and they have been 

making their own lost cat posters. They have also been 

finding out about what dogs need in order to be looked 

after. Some children have been learning their numbers to 

20 and others have been using number lines to subtract and 

add. The children are also holding an investigation to see 

which container would make the best cat bowl! (By Noveed 

and Jake) 

Class 2  - Class 2 have been learning about money and 

even have their own shop! They have also  been learning 

about 3D and 2D shapes in their maths work. In English 

Class 2 received a letter from the Queen and they have 

responding to it. In topic work they researching facts about  

Henry  VIII. During PE, Class 2 have been climbing on 

apparatus making shapes with their bodies. Miss Grobler 

has set up an art club too after school - they have been 

making gingerbread men! (By Jake A and Sam T) 

Class 3  - Throughout maths this week Class 3 have been 

using fractions. They have even been adding fractions!  For 

their science lessons, they have been experimenting with 

water and have carried out investigations all over the 

school!   As part of their topic work, the children  have been 

writing brochures to persuade people to go on holiday to 

Italy! During gymnastics lessons they have been stretching 

and curling and much more! (By Chloe S and Laura H) 

Class 4—In maths this week, Class 4 have been learning 

about measuring  in kilometres as well as investigating 

weight. In their English work they have been learning about 

Phileas Fog and have been writing letters to London. They 

have been improving their throwing and catching skills and 

playing team games. Also , in science the children have 

been experimenting and learning about solids, liquids and 

gasses . In art, they have been exploring with water colours, 

whilst they are learning about Claude Monet through their 

topic of ‘Around the World in 80 Days’! They have been 

aiming to get their handwriting licences. (By Molly and 

Hazel) 

Class 5  - Class 5 have been using the inverse to solve 
missing number problems to work out what a letter is worth 
in their maths work. During independent writing the 
children  have been writing an epic detective story! They 
are great to read! In Science the children have been 
learning  about light and how light reflects off objects into 
our eyes to help us see! In PE, Class 5 have been working 
with a partner to do balances and  change positions. Topic  
work has included comparing 2017 with the 1980s and 
Victorian era. Finally the class have started exploring the 
work of Andy Warhol and the theme of ‘Pop Art’ with Mrs 
Irwin. It has been a very busy week all round! 

(By Joe and Jordan) 

 

PTA 
 
Hopefully many of you will 

have seen the fantastic sight of 

our very full fundraising 

thermometer on our notice 

board at school. For those of 

you who haven't, see the 

photo! We are over the moon 

to be able to announce that we 

are giving an outstanding 

£3000 to school, totally smashing our £2000 target! This will 

go directly towards improvements to the playground.  

The exact nature of the improvements hasn't been decided 

yet— school are working with a number of companies in 

order to meet as many of the children's wishes as possible. 

We very much look forward seeing what they have in store 

in the not too distant future. As ever we want to say a 

massive 'Thank You' to you all for digging deep and 

supporting our PTA and ultimately our school. We couldn't 

have done it without each and every one of you. 

Thank you SO MUCH! 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE continued….. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary: 

 ‘PJs, Poems and Pizza’ reading event for Class3, 4 and 5 

on Tuesday 24th January at 6-7pm. 

 Thursday 26th January Year 6 SATs workshop at 6pm 

 Friday 3rd February is our next ‘Fit Friday’ at 8.15am to 

8.45am. All welcome. 

 KS1 Phonics workshop on Thursday 2nd February at 

6pm—details to follow shortly 

 Class 2 Victorian Day Monday 30th January—letter out 

today.  

LAST CALL—for any online nativity photo orders 

please.  

Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend from all the staff 

and governors at Oxspring. 

 


