
From Mrs Irwin 

It is incredible and really wonderful to report on just how 

much has been happening in and around our school over 

the last week! This has included the Year 1 and 2 multi-skills 

event at Penistone Grammar School, our School Council 

visits to Penistone and Barnsley Town Hall, the Key Stage 2 

cross country event, our celebration of National Poetry Day, 

and not forgetting collecting our second gold award for our 

school garden from the Mayor of Barnsley!  Alongside this, 

the children have some fabulous learning outcomes to 

celebrate and it makes me feel so proud! 

CLASS 2 MULTI SPORTS 

Class 2 had a fantastic time at PGS 

for multi-sports. They played a range 

of games including a football shoot 

out, rugby tries and even golf! 

Although they didn't win, all the 

children tried incredibly hard and 

had a great time. Well done to all the children who took 

part! (By Miss Grobler) 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

In light of our focus on developing 

our school council this year, we 

were delighted when the Key 

Stage 2 council members were 

invited to go to Penistone Town 

Hall last Friday. There they met 

Councillor Paul Hand Davis, talked to him about his job as a 

member of the government council and had a fascinating 

tour of the building. Many thanks to Mr Cassidy and Mrs 

Marsden for arranging such an informative visit. The council 

members in Key Stage 2 have also visited Barnsley Town 

Hall this morning and will report on their visit in next week’s 

newsletter. 

ATTENDANCE—Well done to Class 1  for achieving 

another 100% attendance  last week! Superb effort Class 1! 

Class 3 and 4 both came next with  98.9% followed by Class 

2 with  97.7%. Class  5 achieved 94.4%. Please remember 

that the register is taken at 8.55am. Many thanks. 

 

 

 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS 7.10.16 

Meet this week’s excellent 

learners who shared some 

impressive work in our special 

assembly! The teachers  choose 

one child for showing a positive 

attitude towards learning in any 

aspect of the curriculum, as  

well as a second child for mastering maths’ (our M&Ms!). 

Class 1: Molly AS—For her interest and wonderful 

comments on a local walk! 

Hugh G— For carefully measuring objects .(MM) 

Class 2: : Sam K—For his super enthusiasm when learning 

the class poem! 

Evie C– For excellent quick recall of number facts. (MM) 

Class 3:  Ila F—For fabulous instructions for making a spear! 

James M—For great subtraction work this week! (MM) 

Class 4: Rosie B/ Lauren D—For an outstanding poetry 

performance! 

Joe T—For super work on bar modelling and finding the 

difference. MM) 

Class 5:   Jordan C —For a wonderful biography of Pip 

Davenport. 

Macie W—For fantastic reasoning using fractions. (MM) 

PTA UPDATES 

Many thanks for all the generous 

donations for our Macmillan coffee 

morning. We managed to raise an astonishing £157.45 for 

this worthy cause! 

PTA PROJECT PLAYGROUND! 

Our PTA fundraising goal for this school year is to raise 
£2000 or more towards improvements to the school 
playground.   We have started with a great £800 from last 
year’s Duck Race, and already added to the total with the 
raffle held at last week's coffee morning. Our next 
fundraising will be a collection and sale of refreshments at 
the Harvest Festival. We have a thermometer on our PTA 
notice board opposite the reception doors, which is tacking 
our progress towards the target. Thank you so much for 
your support. 

7th October 2016 



Roving Reporters 

Class 1— In English, Class 1 have been learning and writing 
about the 3 little pigs including things which should go in 
the pigs’ houses .The big bad wolf even sent a letter to the 
children . In maths, Class 1 have also been measuring 
lengths of things with their feet. Furthermore, in art, the 
children have been building houses for the pigs to live in, 
even with furniture! On the 6th of October it was poetry day 
and Class 1 performed a poem called ‘PIGGYS AT THE 
PARTY’! Finally, during PE Class 1 have been practising with 
bouncy balls. (By Chloe and Rebecca) 

Class 2— Class 2 have been learning about Dick 
Whittington and writing stories about him. In maths, they 
have been calculating using column subtraction. In addition, 
in science, Class 2 have been investigating floating and 
sinking and how putting different materials on the different 
items will affect them. In geography, the children have been 
using the Ipads and books to find interesting facts about 
London. Alongside this they have been learning the ‘Ning 
Nang Nong’ poem which they performed during our special 
assembly. In PE, Class 2 have been developing their multi 
skills including shooting with footballs, running, tennis, 
catching, golf and hockey! (By Alice and Molly) 

Class 3—  Literacy has been incredible for Class 3 as this 
week they were working towards celebrating National 
Poetry Day (Thursday). They practised poems to perform  in 
assembly. In maths the children learnt different  written 
strategies using column methods. During art they have been 
painting pictures of Skara Brae. They have also been busily  
practising handwriting, making fossils and creating their 
own poems. (By Noveed and Jake) 

Class 4- Class 4 have been learning about mental 
strategies in maths. In English they have been writing 
explanations of how to make a Stone Age arrow. During PE , 
Team Activ have been teaching the children ball skills, whilst 
in science, they have been learning about the structure of 
the Earth. In topic work Class 4 have been further exploring 
the Stone Age! Finally, in art they have been painting Stone 
Henge in watercolours. (By Hazel O and Charlotte T) 

Class 5— In maths, Class 5 have being learning about 
fractions whilst also using addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division. In literacy we have been 
writing  a  biography based on Pip, a made up fairground 
designer from the Victorian era. On Wednesday we took 
part in the  cross country races -  it was challenging but we 
used our growth mindset thinking to do our very best! In 
science we have being creating a poster on what is good for 
our hearts. Lastly, in PE we have been learning about 
football and gymnastics. (By Laura and Macie) 

NATIONAL POETRY DAY 

In recognition of this year’s 

National Poetry Day we held a special 

assembly in which each class performed 

a range of fun and entertaining poems. We were  

particularly impressed with our new starters in Class 1 who 

stood confidently to recite their poem and even added 

actions and sound effects too! 

CROSS COUNTRY EVENT 

This week saw the annual cross country 

event for our key stage 2 children at 

Penistone Showground.  The event, 

which is led by Team Activ, is a huge  

occasion for our 

local schools, with at  least 600 other 

children  competing! All of our 

children did themselves proud and 

displayed  

fabulous effort both in running and 

supporting all participants! We would 

like to say ‘well done’ to everyone who 

took part and showed real 

determination and resilience. 

Congratulations go to Jonah B, Archie P, Alexander T and 

Sonny C  who won the Year 3 team competition; William  T  

who came 3rd in the Y5 boys race and Rosie S and Luke C 

who also qualified for the area finals by getting a top 10 

place! 

STONE AGE DAY 

Class 3 and 4 are currently learning 

about the Stone Age. Last week, a 

company called ‘Eden Forest School’ 

came to visit us  for a stone age day.  

We took part in 3 different events 

throughout the day which were shelter building, arrow head 

making and fire making! One of 

the favourite parts of the day for 

us was the fantastic fire making! 

We rubbed flint and steel 

together to make sparks which 

eventually managed to set fire to 

the cotton wool!  We also made shelters. There was a small 

model to copy and we put  leaves on the floor. Lastly we 

made arrow heads from very different materials to those 

we use now. Overall we had a fantastic day! (By Lucy W and 

Hana K -Class 4) 

HARVEST FESTIVAL—Parents / carers 

are invited to attend our Harvest festival celebration on Thursday 

13th October at 2.00pm. Could we also please ask for donations 

for the Harvest festival auction which can include seasonal 

produce, jams, pickles, pumpkins etc. These can be brought in 

throughout next week please. After the Harvest festival assembly 

the items will be auctioned off.  For several years the proceeds 

have been sent to FARM-Africa, to help farmers to become self-

sufficient.  

DATES TO NOTE:DATES TO NOTE:  

  Please remember Monday 17th October (am) individual Please remember Monday 17th October (am) individual 
and family photosand family photos  

  Look out for our separate 10 day active travel challenge Look out for our separate 10 day active travel challenge 
letter which starts on Monday!letter which starts on Monday!  



Greetings from the garden: 

I would like to say huge thanks to Mrs Irwin for her continued support of the school garden and 

to our wonderful representatives who collected the RHS (Royal Horticultural Society) Gold award 

on Wednesday evening from Lady Mayor Burgess at Barnsley Town Hall. Macen (Year 5), Bertie 

(Year 4) Pearl (Year 5), Lucy W (Year 4) and Rosie S (Year 4) all did the school so very proud! 

There is no rest for the garden club! The children are about to start digging ready for winter 

crops, cleaning the greenhouse and pots ready for the new year, tidying and replanting the quiet 

garden and other school beds. 

We have been lucky enough in our application to the National Gardens Trust in being awarded 

£250.00 plus award certificate for the development of the sensory garden and fairy/habitat 

walk, which is awesome as they only do this once a year! The judges were super impressed with 

the children’s imagination and environmental awareness, so it going to be a busy winter prepar-

ing the ground and making fairy wings in no particular order, but we do like variety! 

Oxspring open gardens (despite the elements) raised an amazing £400!  We had a lovely letter 

from the Bluebell Wood Hospice who are going to use this money for their sensory art project. 

Thank you again to all those who supported this event, we shall see you next year I have already 

pre booked the sunshine! 

If anyone would like to come and volunteer in the garden to dig, grow and make fairy wings 

please contact Emily Gratton-Rayson or Mrs Rachel Laslett (school HQ) 

Thank you and happy digging. 

Emily  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


