
From Mrs Irwin 

Welcome back to the start of a 

new school year and what an exciting start it has been! We 

have already had a theatre performance of ‘Alice in 

Wonderland’, enjoyed Roald Dahl Day, got off to a fabulous 

start with all the new topics and we are only 9 days in!   I 

would like to say how delighted we are with how the new 

starters have settled in and how fabulous they are in the 

dining hall. The lunchtime staff wanted me to pass on just 

how brilliantly independent and polite the new children are! 

Thank you parents / carers—your children are a real credit 

to you! As always, we have a very busy term ahead and we 

will keep you posted of everything planned through our 

various systems of communication.  Every class has had a 

wonderful  start to the year and there is a lovely buzz of 

learning  coming from all areas of the school!  We are all 

very excited about the range of events planned and we look 

forward to working with you all again over the coming year. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 

questions, concerns, worries or suggestions about any 

aspect of school life. 

STAFFING NEWS 

We are delighted to welcome Miss Grobler to the staff 
team—she has made a fantastic start in Class 2 and we 
hope that she has a wonderful first year. As we say ‘hello’ to 
a new member of staff, we are also very sorry to say 

‘goodbye ‘to Mrs Stones who will 
be leaving us next week. We would 
like to thank her for all her hard 
work and support during her 16 ¾ 
years here and wish her well for 
the future.  

ATTENDANCE 

Well done to Class 1 and 4 for achieving 100% attendance  

last week! Thank you for an excellent start to the year!  

Class 5 came next with 99%,  followed by Class 2 with 97.6% 

and Class 3 with 96.7%. Please remember every day counts. 

 

 

 

 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS 16.9.16 

Meet our first excellent 

learners of the year! Each 

week, the teachers  will 

choose one child for showing 

a positive attitude towards 

learning in any aspect of the 

curriculum. In light of our 

focus on maths this year, a second child will be chosen for 

being ‘mastering maths’ and will be known as our M&Ms! 

Class 1: Phoebe T— For settling so well into her new class! 

Delina P—For trying extremely hard with her numbers to 

20! (MM) 

Class 2: :Freya B—For a fantastic attitude towards her 

writing and maths work. 

Ollie T– For trying out the maths challenge and coming up 

with excellent solutions! (MM) 

Class 3:  Eliot H—For a fantastic attitude in all areas of her 

school work. 

Rowern P—For excellent place value work. (MM) 

Class 4: Isaac H—For a superb piece of descriptive writing. 

Isabelle R—For excellent and secure understanding of place 

value. (MM) 

Class 5:   Jake A —For a stunning piece of narrative writing! 

Laura H—For perseverance when completing problem 

solving missions! (MM) 

Well done to all our award winners, keep up the good work! 

The quality and range of work seen is a real credit to all our 

excellent learners! 

HOUSE CAPTAINS 

Congratulations to our house captains 

who were voted in by all the children in 

their team colours last week. The captains are: Red: Noveed 

PS; Green: Lucy W; Yellow:  Alice H; Blue: Harley A.  
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Roving Reporters 

Class 1— This week, Class 1 have learnt about little Red 
Riding Hood. They have been exploring the role play area 
which is designed like Grandma’s house and some children 
have also written get well cards for Grandma. In addition, 
the children have also created puppet shows of Little Red 
Riding Hood . The children have loved exploring the slide in 
the outdoor area! (By Hazel and Lucy) 

Class 2— In Class 2 they have being writing fairy tales, so 

on Tuesday they started a story map which was based on 

Little Red Riding Hood. In maths they learnt about times 

tables from 1 to 10. Also the children have been finding 1 

more or 1 less than different numbers. In science Class 2 

have been experimenting with  baking soda and raisins, 

which they put in a balloon and then vinegar in a cup, They 

put the balloon on the cup and amazingly the balloon blew 

up! Fantastic! (By Joe and Sam) 

Class 3— Class 3 have had an exciting start to the term! In 

maths they have drawn on the playground with chalk 

outside, used dice to make numbers for different digits. 

They then used their knowledge of place value to make 

sums with them. Alexander quoted, “ It was fun and helps 

develop the brain.” In PE, they were catching balls and 

throwing them.  As well, in literacy they were using their 

senses to write about caves. With Mrs Darigala they  are 

learning Spanish and how to separate long notes and short 

notes in music. (By Jake and Noveed) 

Class 4- In English, Class 4 have been writing settings about 
‘The Croods’ which included using prepositions. After that in 
maths they explored place value and they had to add 
missing numbers on to a number line. In  topic work Class 4 
researched evidence to see what the stone age was like. 
Later in the week they investigated rocks in science. Last but 
not least, in PE the class explored games which were linked 
to Roald Dahl. (By Chloe H. and Charlotte T.) 

Class 5— This week, Class 5 started Roald Dahl stories 
which had to include  two main characters-  a hero and a 
villain. In maths, we have been learning about coordinates. 
We got a real life map for this area and found the grid 
reference for the different places. In science, Mrs Taylor has 
been teaching us about blood and the circulatory system. 
We have had to label the different chambers in the heart 
and we also watched a short video informing us about how 
the heart pumps blood all around our body. 

(By Chloe W. and Laura H.) 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

The after school clubs on offer this half 

term are as follows: Monday— Maypole and country 

dancing; Wed—Dance and gymnastics; Thurs—Fencing; 

Friday—Bruce Dyer’s multi sports. 

We want to further extend our range of clubs which we 

offer after school this year and will listen to the views of the 

children to guide us in the choices on offer. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Members of the school council 

have an important job to do in 

school in terms of promoting pupil 

voice. They have to listen to the 

ideas of children in their class and 

share them at the School Council 

meetings which are held regularly in school. This year’s 

school council members have been voted for by their class 

mates and are: Class 1 :  Dexter and Reece    ; Class 2:Lucas 

and Amy; Class 3: Sonny and Lily; Class 4: Hugo and Luke 

and Class 5: Hazel and Jake. 

Well done to all these children and we look forward to 

doing some exciting activities this year! (Mrs Marsden 

School Council Leader) 

AUTUMN TERM FIRST HALF TERM 
TOPICS 

Class 1 –  Traditional Tales 

Class 2 –  Traditional Tales 

Class 3 – Stone Age 

 Class 4 – Stone Age 

Class 5 – Mountains 

GREAT NORTH RUN 

We are delighted to announce Oxspring 

was very well represented at the Great 

North Run last Sunday! Mr West, Mrs 

Carmichael and Mrs Chambers (parent) ran 

for a range of charities. If anyone is 

interested in  sponsoring any of the runners 

please pop in to the office for further 

details. Congratulations to all 3 of you who 

took part in such an inspirational event! 

SCHOOL DINNERS SPECIALS 

Please note—Paralympics menus  on offer next week: 

Mon: American Cheese Burger 

Thurs: Turkish lamb burger 

The normal vegetarian / sandwich menus still apply. 

Sandwich children can bring £1.90 on the day and 

inform the class teacher if they want a special lunch. 

ROALD DAHL DAY 

Many thanks to everyone for their 

contributions towards Roald Dahl Day. 

We raised £98.75 for Roald Dahl’s 

charity. It was lovely to see so many 

fabulous outfits! Thank you for all your 

support! Watch out next week for more photos! 
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Greetings from the Garden: 

We are now officially in the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness and the children 

have already been extremely busy in the school garden, unearthing potatoes and 

onions, harvesting runner beans and tomatoes although not many of these made it 

to the basket as some particularly large ‘mice’ from Class 4 and 5 ate these en route! 

Awesome news hot off the press is that we have won a Gold for the second year running from the Royal Horticultural 

Society! The pupils and volunteers have worked incredibly hard to obtain this award, the RHS do not give them freely 

they have very strict criteria to follow. The children who showed the judge around and beautifully sold our garden and 

community were amazing and the judge was so impressed by their knowledge, enthusiasm and passion.  

We are regularly applying for grants so we can implement some ‘cool’ plans for the garden evolution – a fairy/habitat 

wood, a sensory garden and I am going to teach the children a spot of willow weaving to create some sculpture.  

As you are aware Oxspring university will now be happening on a Friday so from 10.45 am it shall be KS2 and this will 

be the new slot for the garden club rather than Monday lunchtime, then in the afternoon KS1 shall be able to come 

gardening. 

‘Help yourself Oxspring’ is underway so if you would like to help yourselves to harvest down at the park please do so, 

we have plans to plant winter crops and run workshops this year and next, also plans to dig up other parts of the village 

for growing, a community orchard and a community allotment with the backing of the parish council – so watch this 

space for updates. 

Thank you to all our young horticulturists and to slightly more mature weathered ones, if anyone would like to come 

and help in the garden on Fridays either in the morning or the afternoon please contact Emily-Rose Gratton-Rayson or 

Mrs Rachel Laslett in the administration hot spot (office)! 

Finally, please can you help us out by providing us with any wellies which you no longer need. We are desperate for 

wellies particularly for the children in Class 3, 4 and 5 (bigger sizes). 

Happy harvesting! 

Emily Gratton-Rayson 

 

A WELCOME FROM THE PTA! 

For those of you who are unsure of what the PTA is all about, basically we aim to raise money for equipment and activi-
ties that the school cannot purchase within their budgets.  So at the beginning of each school year Mrs Irwin and other 
staff members alongside the School Council decide upon a wish list.  Last year the PTA donated £2000 towards new 
Guided Reading Books. We have also bought laptops, outdoor equipment, and funded or subsidised many other trips 
and activities within school.  The PTA also organise the “extras” at the school eg. disco, coffee mornings, Christmas 
Fayre and the Summer Duck Race. This year we are raising money towards playground improvements, the children 
have created a surprisingly realistic wish list of what they would like and we have already begun to approach compa-
nies so we know what kind of fundraising target we need to aim for! 

Every half term (ish!) we the hold a PTA meeting which everyone is very welcome to attend, and this is  normally held 
in the staff room.  This gives us an opportunity to discuss forthcoming events, wish lists and ideas.  We would be glad to 
see new faces at any meeting and we are all really friendly and it’s a great way to meet parents throughout School. We 
are currently updating our noticeboard outside Class 2 but you can always find us on Facebook: 'Oxspring Primary 
School PTA' as this is updated regularly. 

And finally… 

Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend from all the staff and  

governors at Oxspring! 


