
Autumn 1 2016 News Letter 

 Class 4 – Place Value Panthers 

A new year, a new start 

I hope that you and your family have enjoyed the long summer holiday and are now ready to start a new 

and exciting year in class 4. I am delighted to be starting my second year at Oxspring Primary school and 

know that we will have a very enjoyable and exciting year ahead as we explore our new topics each half 

term. I know that the best outcomes for children come from teachers and parents working together so 

please feel free to speak to me after school if you have any queries or concerns. 

 Topic- Stone Age to Iron Age 

We will use our new topic of Stone Age to Iron Age as a stimulus to extend our learning across all areas of 

the curriculum. Children will explore the lives of people during this era of history and understand how 

developments and discovery lead to the start of the Iron Age. We are planning a visit from a forest 

company that will provide children with a hands-on opportunity to practice the skills of Stone Age man. 

 

As historians we aim to: 

• Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past 

• Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more accurate 

understanding of history. 

• Describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why the accounts may 

differ. 

• Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history 

Art and Design 

As designers and artists we will 

study different techniques and 

designs used in sculpture and create 

our own Stone Age settlement 

We will: 

• Create and combine shapes to 

create recognisable forms (e.g. 

shapes made from nets or solid 

materials). 

• Use clay and other mouldable 

materials. 

• Add materials to provide 

interesting detail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 

PE is planned to take place on 

Tuesdays and Fridays this half term 

with the session on Friday being led 

by Team Activ 

 

We will: 

• Throw and catch with control 

and accuracy. 

• Strike a ball and field with 

control. 

• Choose appropriate tactics to 

cause problems for the 

opposition. 

• Follow the rules of the game 

and play fairly 

Computing 

In computing we will use a 

program called scratch to 

learn computer coding. 

 

We will: 

• Work alone, or with team 

mates in order to gain points 

or possession. 

• Set the appearance of 

objects and create sequences 

of changes. 

• Create and edit sounds. 

Control when they are heard, 

their volume, duration and 

rests. 

• Specify conditions to 

trigger events. 



Literacy 

Using our topic as a stimulus for literacy we 

will: 

 Create  a character description using a 

range of adjectives and verbs 

 Write setting descriptions and 

introduce propositions 

 Write a short narrative using 

paragraphs 

 Write instructions using key features 

and evaluate the effectiveness. 

Write a non-chronological report using 

key features and design. 

 

Spellings 

In class, we will have a spelling pattern that we 

will study and will be linked to our writing for 

that week. In addition I am planning to issue 

children with individual spellings based on the 

needs of each child. Whilst this is a very time 

consuming approach, the results from last 

year’s children in class four showed that it 

allowed children to make excellent progress 

therefore we will follow this method again. 

From week 2, Children will be issued with 

spellings on a particular day and they will be 

asked to practise them at home and then be 

tested on them the following week  

 

 

Numeracy 

Children will approach maths using a range of 

engaging activities that encourage children to 

investigate number and shape and make 

connections between the different concepts 

being taught. In class, children are encouraged 

to work both collaboratively and independently 

on activities which allow them to visualise and 

apply the maths in question. The promotion of a 

deep understanding of maths is a major priority 

for Oxspring this year. As last year, MyMaths 

will be used for homework activities as this 

provides children will appropriate tasks 

supported by the on-line lessons and gives 

instant feedback. Should your child not have 

access to MyMaths at home, please let me know 

and I will provide an alternative. Children who 

attend breakfast or afterschool club are 

welcome to access any homework there.  

This half term we will extend our understanding 

of: 

• Number and place value 

• Addition and subtraction 

• Multiplication and division 

• Single and multistep word problems 

 

Science 

This half term we will study rocks and fossils which links very well to our over-arching topic. In 

science we aim to extend children’s scientific knowledge and vocabulary as well as the associated 

scientific skills. 

• We will 

• Compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their simple, 

physical properties. 

• Relate the simple physical properties of some rocks to their formation (igneous or 

sedimentary). 

• Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are 

trapped within sedimentary rock. 

• Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter 

•     Ask relevant questions. 

•     Set up simple, practical enquiries and comparative and fair tests 

 


