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FROM MRS IRWIN 

I would like to start by wishing everyone a very ‘Happy 
New Year’ and hope that you all had an enjoyable festive 
season. We started the week with a fabulous assembly 
on how to draw cartoons. The assembly was led by an 
illustrator who was using it to promote his new cartoon 
drawing  club which starts next week. The idea of this 
club has proved to be so popular that we have already 
had to book a second set of sessions after half term! I 
am really looking forward to helping out with the club 
too! As always we have had a busy start to the term and 
are excited about our new topics which have started this 
week. Further details about these can be found later in 
the newsletter. If you have any particular skills, 
knowledge or resources to help with any of the topics, 
please do contact us.  

BRUCE DYER ASSEMBLY 

                                              Bruce Dyer came to  school 
this week to  

present awards to the  

children from his  

after school club for 

 good sportsmanship and participating with 
enthusiasm. Well done everyone! 

 

ATTENDANCE  

Congratulations to Class 5 who achieved 98.8% 
attendance in the last week of term! Class 1 were 
next with 97.1%, followed by Class 3 with 97%. Class 2 
had 96.4% and Class 4 with 96.3%. 

 

PUNCTUALITY 

Could we politely remind all parents / carers that the 
school day officially starts with registration at 8.55am. 
We have a growing number of children who are 
arriving after this time. We very much encourage the 
children to arrive for morning work from 8.45am, 
prior to registration. Many thanks for your support 
with this. 
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EXCELLENT LEARNERS 08.1. 16 

 

 

 

 

Jonah B – ‘For excellent descriptive writing’ 

Tehya W– ‘ Hot shot writer for effective use of 
adjectives in her writing’ 

 Lucy W –’ For fantastically creative homework’ 

Emma H -’Hot shot writer for a superbly descriptive 
winter poem’ 

Samuel H – ‘Hotshot writer for writing independently’ 

Jack H –’ For effort and attitude in PE with the sports 
coach’ 

Ben Almond – ‘Hot shot writer for his descriptive 
poem’ 

Miles U– ‘For an excellent start to the new term’ 

Lucy C – ‘Hot shot writer for fantastic notes about 
Robin Hood’ 

Henry G- ‘ For a detailed drawing of the superhero 
Batman!’ 

Well done and thank you to all of our  excellent 
learners  and hot shot writers this week 

 

HOUSEPOINTS ASSEMBLY  

Congratulations to the  yellow team who 

won last half term’s house point  

competition in the final week 

 before Christmas! Patrick, the  

team captain, proudly collected the 

trophy again for the yellow 

 team (this time 

 wearing his Christmas hat)! 

 

PE KIT 

Could we please remind parents / carers that the 
school’s PE kit is a plain white t-shirt  and plain black 
or blue shorts. Tracksuits and long sleeves may be 
worn for outdoor PE in cold weather. Many thanks. 

 

Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend, from Mrs Irwin 
and all the staff and governors at Oxspring. 

http://hanhamabbotsjunior.org.uk/school-attendance/


CLASS NEWS (by  Class 5  roving reporters) 

Class 1 – Class 1 have had a very exciting week 
exploring their topic of superheroes. They have used 
their topic to create amazing fact files for their class 
book. Also , they have started the background of a 
fantastic painting about superheroes with Mrs 
Wood. Mrs Reeves was very impressed with the 
children’s maths skills, including knowledge of time 
and the days of the week. To end their busy week 
they have created stories using  little characters 
from the play corners. (By Chloe and Connie) 

Class 2 – In Class 2, the children have been learning 
about Jack and the Beanstalk. Using adjectives, they 
have made their writing more interesting for the 
reader. Also in English, Class 2 have been writing a 
recount about what they did in the Christmas 
holidays. In maths they have been solving 
multiplication problems, which they found  very 
challenging. (By Layla and Chloe H) 

Class 3 –  This week Class 3 have loved learning 
about castles and Robin Hood - in fact they even 
wrote a fact file of Robin Hood! Then, carrying on 
with the topic, they designed and made tiny 
booklets about castles. Macen said, “I found this 
task  fun!” In maths, they were learning about 
different time zones. (By Seb and Daniel) 

Class  4 – This week Class 4 have been learning 
exciting things including poetry and using poetic 
features. In maths, the class have enjoyed practising 
rounding numbers to the nearest 100 or 1000 and 
have worked on investigating very large numbers! 
At the start of the week, Mr Sidebottom came in to 
teach the Class 4 children gymnastics and the 
children enjoyed themselves a lot. Every week Mrs 
Darigala comes in to Class 4 to teach RE. This week 
the children learned a lot about Ganesh - a Hindu 
god. Overall, Class 4 have had a brilliant first week 
back!  (By Lily and Lauren)    

Class 5 –  In English,  Class 5 have been  practising 
using commas in their work and have enjoyed this 
because it is improving their writing. In maths they 
have been using their knowledge of multiplication 
facts to solve 3,4 and 5 digit calculations . It has 
been tricky but Class 5 like  a challenge . In addition, 
they have a new science topic called ‘forces’ and the 
children have been carrying out a range of 
investigations to see how the forces work . (By Lucy 
and Ava L) 

 

 

CLASS TOPICS 

The class topics for this half term are as follows: 

 

Class 1 – Superheroes  

Class 2 – Castles 

Class 3 – Robin Hood / Castles and Knights 

Class 4 and 5 -  Ancient Mayan  

 civilisation 

If any parents / carers have any specific skills, 
knowledge or resources to support classes with this 
half term’s topics, it would be very greatly 
appreciated. 

 
MILK 
In order to finalise our orders, could parents / carers 
who wish their child to have milk please complete  the 
online information before Monday 11th January. Many 
thanks. 

 

COLD WEATHER 
Could we please ask that all children wear a suitable 
coat during the cold weather. The children are also 
encouraged to wear a hat, gloves and scarf if at all 
possible please. Many thanks. 
 

PLAYGROUND WALL 
The  local authority will shortly carry out maintenance 
work on the dry stone wall, which runs down the side 
of the playground. In preparation for this, a fence has 
been put in place to mark off the area where the work 
will be carried out. We have also adjusted the 
playground space in light of this and the children have 
been informed. 
 

PARENT WORKSHOPS 
During the spring term , we are planning a number of 

information sessions for parents as follows: 
New approaches to assessments in 
 Year 1 to 6 – 28th January at 6pm 

Year 6 SATs – Thursday 18th February at 6pm 
Phonics – Thursday 18th February at 5pm 

Year 2  SATs– Monday 22nd February  at 6pm 
KS2 new curriculum ( a repeat of the Autumn term 

workshop) – Thursday 10th March 6pm 

Further details of the different workshops will 
follow. 

DATE UPDATES  

We will be holding our next parents’ evenings on  
Tuesday 2nd February and Thursday 4th February. 

Information about booking appointments will be sent 
out shortly. 

Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend, from Mrs 
Irwin and all the staff and governors at Oxspring.  

 


