
From Mrs Irwin 

What a busy start to the term it has been so far! There is a 

real ‘buzz for learning’ around school and so many fabulous 

things are going on. The children  are really enjoying their 

new topics and we continue to see impressive work in our 

excellent learning assemblies. National gardening week has 

been very successful and many thanks go to Mrs Gratton-

Rayson and her team of helpers for ensuring that our school 

garden continues to go from strength to strength.  We hope 

that you have all managed to plant the sunflowers seeds 

with your child / children and we look forward to seeing the 

results at the end of term. As part of my phased return,  

next week I will be in school on Monday afternoon, all day 

Tuesday, Wednesday  afternoon, all day Thursday and 

Friday morning. 

Pupil Progress Data 

Your child’s  current pupil progress data will be sent home  

today for your information. This will provide you with an 

overview of the progress which your child has made over 

the last 2 terms, in a life without levels. If you have any 

questions or concerns regarding the information provided, 

please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher. 

Parent Drop In 

As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, we would like to 

invite you to an informal ‘drop in’ session on Wednesday 

20th April, from 3.30pm—5pm. During this time, you will 

have the opportunity to come into class with your child and 

look through their work. The aim is to give you a chance to 

discuss the learning  with your child and celebrate their 

progress to date. If you are unable to  attend, please 

contact your child’s class teacher to arrange an alternative 

time for the work to be available for you to see. 

ATTENDANCE   

Well done to Class  2 for achieving the highest attendance   

last week with 98.6%. Good work again Class 2 !  Class 5 

came next with 98.3%, followed by Class 4 with 98 % and 

Class 3 with 96.5%. Finally, 

Class 1 achieved  94.3% 

 

 

EXCELLENT LEARNERS 14.4.16 

 

Meet the first 

excellent learners 

and ‘hot shot 

writers’ (HSW) of 

the summer term! 

Each week, the 

teachers  will 

continue to choose one child who is to be awarded for 

excellence and progression in  their writing skills. The other  

child is chosen for showing a positive attitude towards 

learning in any aspect of the curriculum.  

Class 1: Sam K— For excellent independent writing (HSW) 

Austin M—For super concentration when completing tasks 

Class 2: :Louie H—For fabulous factual writing (HSW) 

Alfred D– For excellent research skills using a variety of 

sources 

Class 3:  Joe T—For a being an outstanding role model 

Miles U—For super learning and application of fronted 

adverbials (HSW) 

Class 4: Jake A—For excellent work solving and creating 

multi-step word problems 

Pearl O—For super emotive language in her diary extract 

(HSW) 

Class 5:   

Sam G —For his excellent piano playing! 

Connie H—For fantastic problem solving in her conversion 

work 

Tommy R—For an impressive recount (HSW) 

Well done to all our award winners, keep up the good work! 

The quality and range of work seen is a real credit to all our 

excellent learners! 

 

On behalf of everybody here at Oxspring, may we wish you 

a happy and enjoyable weekend. 

15th April 2016 
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Roving Reporters 

Class 1— In Class 1 this week, the children have been 
busily growing potatoes and carrots in the garden. In 
English, they  wrote a story about Jack and the Beanstalk 
(except they called the main character Jim!). They greatly 
enjoyed this writing. They have also written a letter to the 
giant. Gracie, who now lives in New York, came to visit the 
pupils and they were delighted to see her! (By Jensen & 
Felix) 

Class 2— Class 2 have had a busy week which involved 
writing detailed descriptions about animals in  the 
Rainforest, such as jaguars, anacondas, parrots and boa 
constrictors. During maths they have been concentrating on 
column addition and time work using clocks. On Tuesday 
afternoon Mr Sidebottom ( P.E coach) trained the class to 
create their own warm up - they love this lesson and really 
benefit from it! (By Evie and Connie) 

Class 3—In Class 3 the pupils have been learning about 
camels during topic work! English has been exploring the 
use of fronted  adverbials. For Maths the children learnt 
how to use the inverse to solve problems  and to check if 
the answers are correct. In science they planted sunflower 
seeds, lettuce seeds and salad leaves as a way of celebrating 
national gardening week. (By Patrick and Tommy) 

Class 4- This week in maths, Class 4 have enjoyed taking 
on the challenge of further exploring Roman numerals and 
adding and subtracting them to solve number problems. As 
you know, Class 4 and 5’s topic this term is World War II and 
the children have written a diary from Neville Chamberlain’s 
point of view. (By Seb & Oliver) 

Class 5—In English this week, we learned about World 
War 2 and wrote a dairy about what it must have felt like 
hearing an announcement about the outbreak of the war. In 
addition, we made a timeline about the events of World 
War 2. In our maths lessons we calculated the volume of 
cuboids, and have completed lots of problem solving! (By 
Sam and Matthew) 

Instrument Lessons 

Could we please ask parents to support us in ensuring that 

children have their musical instruments in 

school for their music lessons. The days are 

as follows: 

Tuesday : Flute and clarinet  

Wednesday: Cello, violin and guitar 

Many thanks for your support with this. 

Rocket Science Display 

We need your help! We are going to be making a display to 

share the progress on the Rocket Science project in our hall, 

and we would like the children to produce some art work on 

the theme of rockets and space to go on the board. This 

could be a drawing, a painting, or it could be a model of a 

rocket! Have fun and be creative—please can we have all 

submissions by Friday 29th April. Thank you. 

The Queen’s 90th birthday  

In recognition of the Queen’s 90th 

birthday next week, we will be 

holding a celebration day on 

Thursday 21st April. During the morning, we will have a 

special celebration assembly about the Queen’s life, 

followed by a ‘royal breakfast’. Throughout the day, the 

children will then design and create their own crowns. 

These can then be worn at the Penistone showground  on 

the night of the 21st April, where a range of events have 

been planned. There will be music and stalls, a bouncy 

castle and crafts and much more. Also at this event, they 

will be lighting the Penistone Beacon, along with many 

others all over the country. Any child who attends wearing 

their crown will be judged by a member of the panel. The 

winning child will then have the chance to light the 

Penistone Beacon. In keeping with the royal theme, we 

have also managed to book archery lessons throughout the 

day for Classes 3, 4 and 5. Your child is welcome to wear 

suitable ‘party clothes’ for the event if they would like. PE 

kits will be needed for archery please.  

If anyone has any resources / materials to contribute 

towards our crown making or would like to provide any 

baking of ’breakfast muffins’ towards our royal breakfast, 

please contact the school office -  your help would be very 

much appreciated! Many thanks. 

Garden Update from Mrs Gratton –Rayson 

Greetings from the garden. 

Wow !! what a year so far, there have been lots of exciting 

developments happening in the garden, we have been successful 

in winning an RHS grant for “Help yourselves Oxspring”, The 

“Rocket science” study is about to start, CLass 4 shall be sowing 

our space travelling rocket seeds on Wednesdays the 20th April and 

the chronicle newspaper shall be coming on that day to record the 

moment and shall be following the process, where on they shall 

return to take more photographs when the rocket is fully grown 

and the results can be sent off to the statisticians at the RHS and 

NASA - COOL !!  

We have also almost finished the school garden wildlife pool ready 

for our resident bugs and amphibians, the To Let sign is almost 

down, we also have plans to start the fairy wood, wild flower beds 

and slip willow coppice. 

The lunchtime garden club will start on Monday the 25th of April to 

run from 12.30 to 1pm for years 3 to 6, this club will run every 

Monday covering all aspects of horticulture, engineering and 

environment. This Monday club will be running as well as Oxspring 

university on Fridays mornings for the infants. If your child would 

like to come to this club, please send them on Monday with a 

change of footwear – wellies would be ideal! 

If any adults would like to come and help veggies and children 

grow please speak with Emily Gratton-Rayson or pop into the 

office and leave a note, thank you and happy planting. 
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