
From Mrs Irwin 

Welcome back to the final term of the school year! I 

hope that you all managed to have an enjoyable and 

relaxing Easter break and are now ready for the term 

ahead. Many thanks to Mr West and the rest of the 

team for all their  superb hard work last term. It is 

really lovely to see everyone and to find out about all 

the exciting things which have been happening. The 

summer term is always a very busy one, with end of 

year assessments and SATs for our Year 6 learners. 

There are many things happening in the next few 

months, both on an individual class and whole school 

basis, so we will keep you posted. As part of my 

phased return to work, next week I will be in school on 

Monday afternoon, all day Tuesday, Wednesday 

afternoon and  all day Thursday. 

TOPICS –  Summer Term (first half) 

Each class teacher will provide you with an individual 
class newsletter each half term, which will be sent out 
shortly. For your information, throughout school the 
children are learning  about; 
Class1 – Growing / Under the Sea 
Class 2 – Get Me Out of Here! (a focus on 
Jungles!) 
Class 3 –  The Wonderful World 
Class 4 and 5—World War 2 
If you have (or know anyone who has) any particular 

knowledge or skills linked to any of our topics this half 

term and are interested in sharing them with us, 

please get in touch! 

ATTENDANCE 

Well done to Class  2 for achieving the highest 

attendance  in the  last week of last term with 97.9%. 

Good work Class 2 !  Class 5 came next with 97.1%, 

followed by Class 3 with 96 % and Class 1 with 94.3%

Finally Class 4 achieved  94%. 

Last half term’s attendance was as follows: 
Class 1 -97.2%, Class 2- 96.9%, Class 3  - 98.4%, Class 4 
- 97.3% and  Class 5  - 97.8%. Well done to Class 3 for 
achieving the highest attendance last half term! 

Dog’s Trust Visit 

We were delighted to welcome Laura and her 

adorable Pug called Winnie to school on Thursday. The 

aim of the day was to introduce the children to the 

important work of the Dog’s Trust and to help the 

children to learn how to 

approach dogs safely and avoid 

being bitten. The children took 

part in a workshop in which they 

learned how to respond if a 

strange dog approaches them, 

and also how a dog’s expression 

and behaviour tells you how they 

are feeling.  The children of Class 

one learned how to make sure a dog is well looked 

after and happy. Winnie coped very well with having a 

full day of cuddles! 

OXSPRING UNIVERSITY 

Key Stage 2 are currently trialling a new time for 

Oxspring University to take place on Friday afternoons 

from 1.30—2.15pm, with a view to all classes 

ultimately doing this.  We would like to extend our 

university choices and wondered if any parents / 

carers would be interested in supporting us with this. 

If you have a particular skill which you would be happy 

to share during  our university sessions, could you 

please contact Mrs Irwin or Mr West for further 

details. Your support would be very much 

appreciated! 

FORTHCOMING TRIPS 

This week we have issued trip letters for Classes 2  and 

tonight Classes 3, 4 & 5 will be bringing home their 

Wildlife Park/Eden Camp letters. Please check your 

children’s bag and return the forms back to school as 

soon as possible.   

Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend from all the 

staff and governors at Oxspring. 

8th April  2016 
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Roving Reporters 

Class 1  -  This week in Class 1, the children have started a 
new topic, which is planting and growing for spring—they 
have all been out planting violas. In the role play area, there 
is a mini flower shop! Based on Jack And The Beanstalk, the 
children have loved making up stories about magic beans. In 
maths they have been estimating and solving problems to 
find out about crimes. In groups children have been going 
outside dressed as police with magnifying glasses trying to 
find tiny words hidden around the playground! (by 
Sebastian and Oliver) 

Class 2  - This week Class 2 have enjoyed their speed 
games with Mr Sidebottom in PE! They have also taken on 
the task of completing their new challenge of 40 questions 
in 90 seconds. In their busy week the children also found 
time for making collages in art. In the coming weeks they 
will have a day out of school  and enjoy a day exploring the 
Yorkshire Wildlife Park! (by Connie and Evie) 
Class 3  - This week in topic work  about  the ‘Wonderful 
World’ Class 3 have learnt about animals. In English, they 
have had much fun exploring different non-fiction books.  

They have also learnt about the inverse of  addition and 
subtraction in maths. A very exciting visitor arrived at our 
school Thursday morning with an extremely adorable pug 
named Winnie who came from Dogs Trust. Overall Class 3 
have had an amazing week! (by Lauren and Layla)  

Class 4 The focus of maths lessons this week has been on 
using column subtraction, addition and problem solving. 
Class 4 have been improving their writing by adding  
additional information, dashes, corners and brackets. The 
children have started work on World War 2 for their topic 
and have been leaning about forces and gravity for their 
science work. (by Sam and Matthew) 

Class 5  - In maths, Class 5 have learnt about pie charts , 
word problems and algebra. The Year 6 children  are 
studying  very hard  for the SATs week, which is coming up 
soon! In literacy everyone has been enjoying writing 
recounts of what they did over the Easter holiday.  With 
Mrs Darigala, the class made a glow in the dark solar system 
and wrote a fact file for all the planets. In PE they  enjoyed 
extending their cricket  skills with Dean. (By Chloe W and 
Lucy). 
School Wall update 

As you may have already seen, the good news is that 

work has started on rebuilding a large portion of the 

wall in the playground. Barnsley Council have very 

kindly funded this piece of work and (weather 

permitting) should be finished shortly! 

 
Recycling   

For your information, please note that we are no 
longer able to recycle print cartridges because they 
are now classed as ‘hazardous waste’.  
 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
As we start a new term, could we politely remind parents/

carers that all children should wear the correct school 

uniform in line with our agreed school policy please. The 

colour is navy blue for jumpers, cardigans, trousers and 

skirts, with white or sky blue polo shirts. Jeans and trainers 

are not part of our school uniform. For health and safety 

reasons, the wearing of jewellery in school is not allowed. 

Where ears are pierced, the stud type (as opposed to the 

sleeper type) is recommended. Children are required to be 

able to remove & replace earrings unaided. The wearing of 

jewellery is not allowed during PE lessons & swimming. 

Many thanks for your co-operation and support with this.  

DROP INS 

Following last term’s assessment updates, your child’s latest 
progress data will be sent out shortly. In light of this, we 
would like to invite you to attend an informal ‘drop in’ on 
Wednesday 20th April from 3.30-5pm, in order for you and 
your child / children to look through their books and folders 
together and talk about their learning. Further details of this 
will be sent out  in next week’s newsletter. 
 

EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS 

Please note that the following after school clubs are 
available for children this half term: 
 Monday—Cartoon Club (Y1 to 6) 
Wednesday—Dance (Y1 to 6) 
Thursday—Fencing (Y1 to 6) 
Friday—Bruce Dyer Multiskills (Y3 
to 6) 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO MAY 

May will be here very soon and it is 

the ‘National Share a Story’ month again (NSSM), organised 

by the Federation of Children’s Book Groups. NSSM is an 

annual celebration of the power of storytelling and story 

sharing, providing a fantastic opportunity to fulfil the core 

aim of bringing children and stories together. The exciting 

theme for NSSM  this year is ‘A Place for Stories’.  The idea 

is to encourage the telling and sharing of stories in unusual 

(but safe) places.  Anywhere from under a tree to a stately 

home, in the depths of a castle, under the bed, in a café, in 

a forest, a tent, at the bottom of the garden, in a bird hide, 

on an island, at a museum, at a fairground, on the bus, on a 

park bench…the ideas are endless! We will be holding a 

range of events throughout the month, following the 

success of last year’s ’Dragon’ theme, and will inform you of 

these shortly. 

 

 

Wishing you a lovely and safe weekend from all the 

staff and governors at Oxspring. 
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